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delicious Mexican dishes... 
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Price: Jordan 100 Sis; Syria 1 pound; Lebanon 1 pound; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; DAE 1.50 dirhams; Great Britain 25 pence 


Palestinian children in Qalqiliya pose for photographs as they leave school, with Israeli soldiers apparently opting to ignore their “V-far 
victory*’ 

PLO reportedly soften 
conditions for elections 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation. (PLO) has- 
offered softened concfitions for 
elections in the Israeli-occupied 
territories which could be accept- 
able to some sections of the 
Israeli government, Israeli news- 
papers reported Wednesday.' 

The Jerusalem Post and 
Haaretz said they had obtained a 
U.S. memorandum which quoted 
the PLO as saying it would accept 
elections in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip if Egypt and the Un- 
ited States sent observers and 
Israel agreed to swap land for 
peace. 

Israeli officials said the report, 
if true, would mark the first time 
the Tunis-based PLO had offered 
conditions acceptable to the 
Labour Party of Vice-Premier 
Shimon Peres, a key partner '.in 
Israel’s government. 

In Tunis, senior PLO official 
Yasser Abed Rabbo said 
Washington had told Moscow it 
might throw its weight behind the 
Palestinian idea that elections 
should be tied to an overall settle- 
ment. 

“If this American idea which 
was told to the Soviets is true; 
that they are thinking of the need 
to find a political connection with 
the final status, then this could 
mean something new,” Abed 
Rabbo said. 


The PLO and most Palestinians 
reject elections without guaran- 
tees that ^ti^-wiUJead.to Isri^li 
withdrawal and sblf-detenqina- 
tion for the Palestinians. ' 

Israel’s Labour Party supports 
giving up land for peace but 
shares power in a “national uni- 
ty” government with Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Sh amir’s rightist 
Likud Party, which is firmly 
opposed to yielding any of the 
land occupied in The 1967 war. 

Lawmaker Avraham Burg of 
Labour confirmed that Israel had 
learned of the PLO’s latest views 
from a U.S. government docu- 
ment outlining FLO reactions to 
Shamir’s initiative. 

The document was relayed to Israel 
by Soviet Middle East envoy Gen- 
nady Terrasov, who met an aide to 
Petes in Paris this weekafter holding' 
t alks with PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat in Tunis, said an Israeli official 
who insisted on anonymity. 

- Another Labour legislator, Aryeh 
Ebav, said the PLO’s positions were 
also relayed to Israel by two aides to 
Arafat during a conference in Vien- 
na, Austria, earlier this, month 
attended by representatives of both 
Labour and T -iknri 

“At this conference I definitely 
beard from the PLO representatives 
that they are ready for elections if 
Israel will say in one way or the other 
that at the end of the process Israel is 
ready to trade territories for peace,” 
Efiav told the AP. “They said this 
very dearly.” 


Polish Communists 
fear destruction 


WARSAW (R) — A Solidarity 
leader said Wednesday that Po- 
land’s Communist Party opposed 
it forming a government because 
it feared it would fire thousands 
rf Communist appointees and 
destroy the party's power base. 

Another Solidarity leader said 
President Wojciech Jarnzelski 
had told him the Soviet Union, 
East Germany and Czechoslova- 
kia would be unhappy with, a 
Solidarity government in Poland. 

The men were addressing Soli- 
darity's 259-member parliamen- 
tary caucus- ami d apparent dead- 
lock over the formation of a new 
government following Solidarity's 
crushing win over the Commun- 
ists in last month’s partly-free 
elections. 

Solidarity's parliamentary lead- 
er Bronislaw Geremek said the 
ruling party would not allow a 
Solidarity government because it 
would be “a suicidal move.” 

4l Our answer must be dear: 
Yes, we are ready to form a 
government,’ 1 Geremek said. 

Rural Solidarity leader Jozef 
Slisz said Janizelsfci, who was 
elected president last week, “told 
me that if we formed a govern - 
ment the neighbouring countries 
would not be happy- Be named 
Brst of all East Germany, 
Czechoslovakia and Russia. 

Jarnzelski, at a meeting Tues- 


day with Solidarity leader Lech 
Walesa, offered Solidarity a 
minority rote in a grand coalition 
'with the Communists and their 
allies. 

He ignored Walesa’s demand 
for a Solidarity government. 
Walesa in turn refused to join a 
Communist-led government aqd 
said be would form . a shadow 
cabinet to take over “sooner or 
later.” 

Pa rliamen t will debate a res- 
ignation letter from Prime Minis- 
ter MSeczyslaw Rakowski Mon- 
■ day and Janizelski is rimsultiqg 
with political leaders on a re- 
placement 

According to political sources 
the Communists' and their allies 
have not yet. chosen a. candidate 
for prime minister and the. task 
may be tefttd a weekend meeting 
of the party’s policy-making cen- 
tral committee. . 

Contenders mentioned so far 
include party economic chief 
Wlagyslaw Bata, Deputy Prime 
Minister Irenensz Seknla and Ro- 
man Malinowski, leader of the 
small Peasant Party allied to the' 
Communists. 

Slisz, who met Jarnzelski after 
Walesa, said Jarnzelski offered 
Solidarity seven scats in the 
cabinet, which .currently has 21 
' members/ saying this was prop- 
ortkmal to SqHdariiy , s35 per cent. 


According to Israeli sources, the 
PLO already has proposed forming a 
delegation of 20 residents from the 
occupied- territories and two Palesti- 
nian- Americans to meet with Israeli 
officials to discuss the elections prop- 
osaL 

The sources, who spoke to die AP 
on condition of anonymity, said the 
team would eventually emerge as 
candidates in the elections and would 
be assured victory because of PLO 
backing. 

According to the sources and news- 
paper reports, other conditions ret by 
the PLO included: 

— Army withdrawal to predeter- 
mined positions on election day; 

— Allowing international obser- 
vers for the voting. The Jerusalem 
Post said a new element was PLO 
agreement to an Egyptian- American 
“coordinating team” f ulfillin g this 
role instead of U.N. supervision; 

— Israel’s assurance that Palesti- 
nian candidates would have freedom 
of speech and immunity from pro- 
secution; 

— Acceptance by Israel of U.N. 
Security Council Resolutions 242 and 
338, which call on Israel to give up 
occupied land, and brad’s recognition 
of the political rights of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

The PLO conditions were still at 
odds with positions adopted by 
Likud. 

Among PLO demands were accept- 
ance of the land-for-peace formula 
and giving the vote to Palestinian 
residents in Arab Jerusalem. 

Likud, at a meeting two weeks ago, 
officially adopted hardline stances 

LDP pledges 
to elect Uno 

TOKYO (Agencies) — A top 
governing party official pledged 
Wednesday that his party would 
use an open and fair process to 
select a successor for resigning 
Prime Minister Sousuke Uno. 

Uno announced Monday he 
| would resign as premier as weD as 
party leader to take responsibility 
for the Liberal Democratic Par- 
' tv’s (LDP) heavy losses in Sun- 
day’s elections for half the seats 
in die upper house of parliament. 

“We have experienced defeat 
for the first time, and it was while 
I was in chaige, so I am responsi- 
ble;” said Ryutaro Hashimoto, 
LDP secretary general. “All I can 
say is I win do my best so that fair 

procedures wffi be established to 

select the next pome minister.” 

Hashimoto said the party’s 
election management committee 
would decide the process and 
timing of the selection Tlinisday. 

Uno was chosen as prime 
minister two months ago by his 
predecessor, Noboru Takeshita, 
after the LDP foiled for weeks to 
find a qualified, willing candi- 
date. Many people criticised that 
process for being conducted be- 
hind closed doors. 

- . Takeshita stepped down to 
take responsibility for an influ- 
ence-peddling scandal -that 
' tainted many IDF leaders. 
--Hashimoto, speaking in a 
nationally televised interview, 


return 

AMMAN (Petra) — Their Ma- 
jesties King Hussein and Queen 

Noor returned home Wednes- 
day at the conclusion of a pri- 
vate visit to the United King- 
dom during which the King 
underwent medical examina- 
tions whose results were good 
and reassuring. 

The King also conducted a 
number of political meetings 
related to Arab issues and deli- 
vered lectures touching on the 
developments in the Middle 
East. The King was accompa- 
nied by His Royal Highness 
Prince Mo hamma d, the King's 
personal representative, and 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Taghrid. 

Upon return home. King 
Hussein and Queen Noor were 
received by His Royal Highness 
Crown Prmce Hasan, royal 
family members, Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zaid Ibn Shaker and 
senior officials. 





His Majesty King Hussein is received upon his 
return home Wednesday by His Royal Hi ghness 
Crown Prince Hassan and His Royal Highness 


Prince Abdullah Ibn AJ Hussein (Photo tu Yousef 
Ai ‘Allan) 


Private sector to have role in decision-making 


against the PLO demands and said 
the 19-month Palestinian uprising 
must stop before balloting com- 
mences. 

Israel's initiative calls for electing 
Palestinians in the occupied territor- 
ies to negotiate with brad on an 
interim self-rule plan, with talks to be 
held later on the final status of the 
occupied territories. 

In Washington, the Bush adminis- 
tration said Tuesday that Senate res- 
trictions on U.S. contacts with the 
PLO “will be taken into account” as i 
the United Stares pursues a dialogue 
with the PLO. 

But President George Bush also 
emphasised that he considers the res- 
trictions to be unconstitutional and an < 
infringement on his conduct of U.S. ! 
diplomacy. 

Bush did not ezp&dily rule out 
U.S. meetings with Saiah Khalaf, 
who is second-in-conunand to Arafat, 
or other officials suspected of either 
plotting or carrying out attacks 
against Americans. 

The amendment was watered down 
before its 97-1 passage. 

The State Department, in an un- 
nsual move, announced Bush's posi- 
tion in a statement by spokeswoman 
Margaret Totwfler. It was issued after 
Secretary of State James Baker had 
talked to the president and to several 
senators. 

“The president strongly believes 
that legislation that tries to restrict or 
manage the conduct of diplomacy is 
an infringement on presidential pre- 
rogatives and is unconstitutional,” 
the statement said. 

open process 
successor 

said he was “impressed by the 
Japan Socialist Party’s (JSP) vic- 
tory" in the elections, and attri- 
buted it to the hard work of its 
chairwoman, Takako Doi. 

According to party sources, 
LDP plans to name a successor to 
Uno as early as next week but no 
frontrunner has yet emerged. 

The party chief, who also be- 
comes premier by virtue of the 
LDP’s majority in the lower 
bouse, will be chosen in a ballot 
of its members of parliament 
around Aug. 2, the sources said. 

The choice will be confirmed at 
a special session of parliament to 
be convened before Japan’s tradi- 
tional “obon" summer holidays 
begin Aug. 12. 

More than six names are being 
bandied about as possible succes- 
sors but, according to-iapanese 
newspaper reports, Hashimoto is 
a leading contender. 

Both Uno and Takeshita were 
chosen through closed-door 
negotiations among faction bos- 
ses, a practice often criticised by 
the mass media. 

The last time a prime minister 
was elected by party ballot was 
Yasuhiro Nakasone in 1981 

The LDP still controls the gov- 
ernment by virtue of its majority 
in the more powerful lower 
house, but the party may be 
forced to call a genera! election as 
early as September. 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment plans to involve the private 
sector in decisi on-making and 
policies concerning economic 
issues in working ont trade agree- 
ments with Arab and other 
friendly countries and in organis- 
ing industrial fairs in Jordan and 
abroad, Prime Minister Sharif 
Zait) Ibn Shaker announced 
Wednesday. 

The government attaches great 
attention to the industrial sector 
and will continue to provide it 
with all facilities because it be- 


lieves industry is of utmost im- 
portance not only in providing 
revenues through exports but also 
because it continues to absorb 
Jordanian work force and reduce 
unemployment, the prime minis- 
ter said at a meeting with the 
chairman and members of the 
board of directors of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry. 

The prime minister heard an 
outline of die chamber's opera- 
tions and activities by . its 
board chairman, Khaldoun Abu 
Hassan, in the presence of Depu- 


. ty Prime Minister and Minister of 
State for Economic Affairs Taher 
Al Masri. 

Abu Hassan pointed out that 
the chamber was looking forward 
to contributing to the govern- 
ment's endeavours to overcome 
the present economic crisis in the 
country. 

Sharif Zaid said the govern- 
ment was keen on pooling the 
private and public sectors efforts' 
in order to stimulate the national 
economy and develop production 


in quality and quantity no that 
Jordan can compete in markets 
abroad. 

The prime minister urged the 
chamber of industry to provide 
manufactured products required 
by the local markets at reason- 
able prices to help end reliance 
on imported products. He reaf- 
firmed the government's commit- 
ment to support the industrial 
sector to enable it to cany out its 
role and bolster the national eco- 
nomy. 


More 
arrests 
in China 


PEKING (R) — China round- 
ed up more than 3,000 people 
m recent sweep against politic- 
al dhridah and common cri- 
minals, according to a news- 
paper report that reached Pek- 
ing Wednesday. 

He Xinhua daily said 3,182 
people were rounded up in the 
eastern province of Jiangsu 
done in a three-day campaign 
that ended July 15. 

The daily, published in 
Nanking, capital of Jiangsu, 
did not say bow many of those 
arrested were common crimin- 
als. But it said 158 criminal 
groups had been smashed and 
625 of their members taken 
into custody. 

Among those picked up by 
police was Xo Chong, de- 
scribed as a leader of an unoffi- 
cial workers’ union in the east- 
ern city of Hefei and Qi Ming- 
fiang, a worker. 

They were arrested in a hotel 
in Nanking, the paper said. 

Both were alleged to have 
stolen unspecified “military 
goods” daring the unrest in 
Peking last month. Govern- 
ment officials have charged 
that weapons were stolen from 
soldiers who moved into Peking 
to crash student protests June 
3. 

Also arrested was Cheng 
Mingxia, described as the 
“minister of finance” of 
tmoflirial student onion in Pek- 
ing. She was said to be carrying 
more than 21,000 Yuan 
($5,700) when captured. 

The daily said some of those 
in custody had given them- 
selves op. 

China has already reported 
more Hum 1,000 arrests in 
three other provinces over the 
same t hree -da y period in a 
drive against political dissent 
and crimes ranging from rob- 
bery to dealing In por- 
nography. 

AH of the arrests were dis- 
closed in provincial newspap- 
ers and not the national press. 

Western diplomats said this 
was to avoid alarming foreign 
tourists and investors, already 
concerned over the military 
crackdown in which hundreds, 
perhaps thousands, were 

killed- 


Arab League said to 
freeze Lebanon efforts 


KUWAIT (AP) — The A^ab 
League Committee working to 
end Lebanon's 15-year civil war 
has derided to freeze its media- 
tion effort because of Syria's re- 
fusal to accept Lebanon's army 
commander Michel Aoun as a 
negotiating partner, the Kuwait 
daily Al Qabas reported 
Wednesday. 

‘The key hurdle blocking the 
work of the three-member com- 
mittee emanating from the 
Casablanca summit is the recog- 
nition of Aoun as a negotiating 
party,” the paper said in a front- 
page story. 

The 22-member Arab- League 
decided at a summit held in 
IMorocco in May that the heads of 
state of Saudi Arabia, Morocco 
and Algeria should try to negoti- 
ate a settlement to the Lebanon 
conflict by November. 

Aoun has been battling Syrian- 
backed Lebanese since March 8 
in the latest round of civil war 
fighting. 

Al Qabas quoted Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez AI Assad as telling 


the three foreign ministers; "If 
our Lebanese allies accept Aoun 
as a negotiator on behalf of the 
other party, we will not accept 
him. This is a final and irreversi- 
ble decision." 

“Accordingly, the three-mem- 
ber committee has derided to 
freeze its activities for a short 
period of time, pending a solution 
to this snag," the paper said. 

Al Qabas quoted Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister Farouk Al Sharaa as 
telling the Arab League commit- 
tee “Syria is using all its weapons, 
be it political or military, to eli- 
minate Aoun as a potential nego- 
tiator. Damascus considers this a 
strategic objective which cannot 
be overlooked.” 

The three foreign ministers 
have visited the Syrian capital 
twice since the mediation effort 
began. 

The newspaper also quoted 
Sharaa as saying that Syria was 
putting pressure on other 
Lebanese rightist leaders 'to with- 
draw Aoun's card so that all 
demands be discussed in a posi- 


tive manner. ' 

In Beirut, police said five cargo 
ships easily ran the gauntlet of 
shellfire before dawn Wedncsday 
to deliver food to Lebanon's 
rightist enclave controlled by 
Aoun. 

A police spokesman said the 
vessels carried “a variety of can- 
ned food supplies including meat 
and vegetables." 

He said two of the vessels 
dropped anchor at Beirut port in 
the city's eastern sector and three 
•in the port of Jounich 20 
kilomeircs to the north in the 
Christian heartland. 

He said gunners, deployed in 
west Beirut, fired "only six 
Howitzer shells" at the Aoun- 
con trolled coastline as the ships 
steamed slowly into dock. 

In contrast to the Al Qabas 
report, the prestigious daily 
Beirut newspaper Al Nahar said 
an “undeclared truce" had taken 
effect in the 19-week confronta- 
tion. The report could not be 
immediateiv confirmed. 


Strike erupts in Estonia; 
violence continues in Georgia 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — Wide- 
spread strikes occurred in the 
Estonian capital of Tallinn 
Wednesday as the Supreme 
Soviet began consideration of a 
plan to give economic autonomy 
to the region. 

An official of the Estonian 
Communist Party said only about 

5.000 people were actually on 
strike although their walk-out 
had stopped factories and enter- 
prises employing some 18,000 
people. But a spokesman for the 
“internationalist'' Interdvizhe- 
niye movement stated that some. 

12.000 had stopped work in key 
industries, including the city’s 
shipyards and a giant plant pro- 
ducing heavy industrial equip- 
ment, Reuters reported. 

Under the proposed economic 
autonomy plan, the parliaments 
of Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
— all pushing hard for more 
independence from centra] con- 
trol — would be permitted to 
switch to republican cost- 
accounting, giving them direct 
control over their economies. 

The work stoppages in Estonia 
have no direct link with miners' 
strikes which swept the country 


over the past two weeks but are 
now subsiding following Kremlin 
assurances to workers' leaders 
that their demands will be met. 

Estonia's Prime Minister In- 
drek Toome told the Supreme 
• Soviet that the people of his 
republic and of Lithuania and 
Latvia “are prepared to work to 
create truly modern economies.” 
And Lithuania's Deputy Prime 
Minister Kazimira frunskene 
said the transfer of the once- 
independent republics to a full 
cost-accounting system would be- 
nefit the entire country by break- 
ing down bureaucratised central 
control. 

Soviet Deputy Premier Leonid 
Abalkin, a just-appointed refor- 
mist academic, said the new sys- 
tem of republican and regional 
economic management was an 
integral element in the country's 
overall economic reform. 

“We have to start in 1990," he 
declared. “We must not fall be- 
hind the deadline of the begin- 
ning of next year for Lithuania 
and Estonia.” Latvia is aiming to 
introduce the system soon after 
its neighbours. 

But Yury Maslyukov, a first 


deputy premier ;:nd candidate 
member of the Communist Par- 
ty’s ruling Politburo, said he was 
against “hast) 1 decisions dictated 
by consideration* of political tac- 
tics rather than the real economic 


Violence in Georgia 

The TASS news agency re- 
ported that two bombs expioded 
in the Georgian enclave of 
Abkhazia as police continued to 
seize weapons and make arrests 
in connection with ethnic unrest 
in the area. 

In the Abkhazian capital of 
Sukhumi, a bomb was thrown 
into the yard of a teacher's house 
and an explosion at a repair shop 
damaged a truck, the agency said. 
There’ were no reporte’d injuries. 

"The situation in Abkhazia and 
western Georgia is still tense.” 
TASS said. “Unsanctioned meet- 
ings. involving 300 to 3.000 peo- 
ple, were held" in Tbilisi. Chiatura 
and Akhaltsykha in the past 24 
hours." 

The news agency- said 199 
weapons were seized and 74 peo- 
ple arrested during the previous 
24 hours. 










'? Israeli soldiers gather ia occupied Jerusalem (photo by Andrew McLeody) 




ek criticises tax raids 
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ring curfew on Abu Tor 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(AP) — Jerusalem's Israeli ma- 
jor. Teddy iColIek has criticised 
tax raids conducted in a mixed 
Arab-Jevvish neighbourhood that 
was placed under a curfew by 
police earlier this week. 

“People may think that curfew 
was declared for tax collection 
purposes. This is an unhealthy, 
wrong mixture and an example of 
* bad judgment,” the 7S-year-old 
KoUek said Tuesday 2 s he toured 
the hilltop village of Abu Tor. 

The neighbourhood, once a 
symbol of ~Arab-Jewish coexist- 
ence, has been disrupted by the 
19-month Palestinian uprising. 


douri said police decided to im- 
pose a curfew after a series of 
firebomb and arson attacks as 
well as “acts of arson, the block- 
ing of roads, the hoisting of flags 
and the writing of slogans." 

He cited at least 10 firebomb 
attacks on paramilitary border 
police partrols in Abu Tor in the 
last two weeks and said the aim of 
the curfew was to help police do 
their work. 

Residents of Abu Tor said they 
heard police broadcast com- 
mands in Arabic through louds- 
peakers in their jeeps Monday 
night, and some reported hearing 
gunshots. 


Roadblocks and Palestinian 
, Hacs are a frequent sight on the 
. winding streets -of the eastern, 
Arab part of Abu Tor. Walls of 
foe stone houses are aeccrated 
with nationalistic slogans. 

The Jews living on the hilltop 
can sometimes see black columns 
:f smoke from burning tvi-es and 
the white clouds of teargas. 

On Monday, police imposed a 
curfew on the Arab part of Abu 
Tor. a rare measure in Jerusalem, 
.Vnere a total of five curfews have 
: been declared since the Palesti- 
nian revolt began Dec. 8. 198/. 

Folice spokesman Uzi San- 


Police arrested about a dozen 
suspected ringleaders in the up- 
rising, but the curfew also was 
accompanied by tax raids. 

A combined team of police and 
income tax authorities raided the 
village Tuesday, confiscating 
electric appliances to enforce the 
payment of municipal, income 
and other taxes. 

Non-payment of taxes is a ma- 
jor tactic of the uprising, and 
many Arabs from Jerusalem have 
avoided paying taxes to the 
Israeli occupation authorities in 
response to calls from the rebel- 
lion's underground leadership. 


KoUek demanded that the cur- 
few be used for “security" pur- 
poses only. 

“They have a whole year to 
collect taxes, and they can ask for 
police protection if necessary. 
Using the curfew to collect taxes 
casts a shadow of doubt on the 
curfew,” KoUek said. 

Police commander Arye Bibi 
said on Israel television that 
police had only “security" consid- 
erations in mind, but “could not 
prevent tax collectors from col- 
lecting their taxes.” 

The curfew, expected to last 
until the end of the week, was the 
first major police action in Abu 
Tor since the house-to-house 
search for suspects in October 
1988. Then, at least seven people 
were arrested. 

Abu Tor, which overlooks the 
walled CHd Gty, is a treasury of 
biblical memories and war tales. 

Its name comes from Ahmad 
Abu Tor, a senior commander in 
the armies of Salaheddin, who 
defeated the Christian Crusaders. 

It also marks the site of the 
“Hill of Evil Counsel” where 
tradition says Joseph Caiaphas, 
the high priest of Jerusalem, con- 
vened a group of jealous religious 
leaders and conspired to do away 
with Jesus. 


KABUL (AP) — Afghan govern- 
ment forces repulsed an attack by 
guerrillas west of Kabul and kil- 
led 180 followers of hardline re- 
bel leader Culbaddin Hekmaty- 
ar, the government said Tuesday. 

Government troops also killed 
38 rebels, including one of Hek- 
matyar’s commanders, in retalia- 
tion for a guerrilla rocket and 
artillery attack ouside Jalalabad, 
in eastern Afghanistan’s Nan- 
garhar province. That attack had 
left two soldiers dead and five 
wounded, the government said. 

The government reported 
three Pakistani military personnel 
were killed when their jeep was 
attacked close to Surkb Diwar, 
southeast of Jalalabad. 

Jalalabad has been the scene of 
fierce battles since Soviet troops 
backing the Kabul government 
completed their withdrawal in 
February. 

The Afghan government re- 
peatedly has accused Pakistan of 
fighting alongside the rebels, an 
allegation denied by Islamabad. 
Jalalabad is 720 kilometres west 
of the Pakistani border. 

The reports of fighting and 
casualties could not be indepen- 
dently confirmed. 

In Kabul, where at least 45 
people have died in rocket 
attacks since Saturday, three 
more rockets injured five people, 
including three children, a com- 
munique said. One landed on a 
bouse just below the hilltop con- 
tinental hotel, the city’s largest. 

Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Mohammad Nabi Amani said 
Hekmatyar’s Hezb-e-Islami 
forces were not able to cany away 
the 180 dead in the Sunday attack 
in Mai dan Shahr, capital of War- 
dak province. The rebels, who 
had attacked security positions 
outside the city, were only abe to 
evacuate a “big number” of 
wounded, he said. 

A large quantity of arms and 
ammunition was either captured 
or destroyed in the attack, which 
was not disclosed until Tuesday, 
the government said. 

Hekmatyar is a leading mem- 
ber of the interim rebel govern- 
ment created to take over Afgha- 
nistan if the U.S.-backed rebels 
succeed in toppling the Soviet- 
backed government in Kabul. 

Last week, the rival Jamiai-e- 
Islami guerrilla faction alleged 
that Hekmatyar ordered the mas- 
sacre earlier this month of 30 
Jamiat rebels. The hardline fun- 
damentalist Hezb-e-Islami called 
the allegations "rubbish.” 

In the Nangartiar attack, the 
government said the 38 dead in- 
cluded Zainulla Hamdard, one of 
Hekmatyar’s commanders. It said 
48 rebels were injured, including 
Ehsanullah, a commander from 
an unidentified rebel group. 

Elsewhere, the government 
said army troops ambushed guer- 
rillas in Herat province, which 


borders Iran, killing six rebels 
and cap turin g arms and ammuni- 
tion. 

In southern Kandahar, near 
the Pakistani border, guerrillas 
killed one soldier and govern- 
ment forces retaliated by killing 
14 rebels, the government said. 

Afghan anti-communist insur- 
gents claimed Tuesday that they 
had intercepted government com- 
munications indicating the Soviet 
embassy had been hit by rebel 
rockets during two weeks of rebel 
attacks. 

A rebel-controlled news agen- 
cy said the guerrillas rocketed the 
embassy complex between July 3 
and July 17, killing a total of 28 
people. 

The claim could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed. 

Kabul food situation 
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Air demands American compensation 
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NICOSIA (Agencies) — Iran’s 
s:nte-owned airline has said it 
shuid get compensation from the 
United States government for the 
Iran Air Airbus downed July 3. 
1988 by missile fired from a U.S. 
warship in the Gulf. 

The official Islamic Republic 
News Agency (IRNA), moni- 
tored in Nicosia, quoted an Iran 
.Mr statement as saying the car- 
rier and the passengers’ families 
should be paid compensation 
directly since the airline “is a 
commercial company and func- 
tioning under international trade 
regulations.” 

All 290 passengers aboard 


Flight 650 were killed when the 
Airbus was shot down by the 
missile cruiser USS Vincennes. 
Among them were 250 Iranians 
and 40 citizens of other countries. 

The U.S. State Department 
said last week it would pay up to 
$250,000 in compensation for 
each full-time wage-earner and 
up to $100,000 for all others 
killed in the incident. 

It said the money, while des- 
tined for the families, would be 
paid through selected interme- 
diaries. either government or pri- 
vate to make sure it went where 
intended. 

IRNA reported the head of 


Iran’s Civil Aviation Organisa- 
tion, Mohammad Nabi Habiln, as 
saying last week that Iran would 
not accept the compensation un- 
less the United States was conde- 
mned for the incident by a court. 

A lawyer representing families 
of victims aboard the jet said the 
U.S. offer was inadequate and 
that the compensation should be 
paid directly to the families. 

The State Department said the 
United States was not obliged 
under international law to pay 
any compensation, but recalled a 
pledge by foen-President Ronald 
Reagan eight days after the inci- 
dent that it would do so in keep- 


ing with American “humanitarian 
traditions.” 

Iran is suing the U.S. at the 
World Court for compensation 
for die loss of the Aiibus, shot 
down soon after taking off from 
the Iranian port of Bandar Abbas 
on a flight to Dubai in the south- 
ern Gulf. 

The U.S. has said it would not 
compensate the Iranian govern- 
ment, which it said was partly 
responsible for the plane's de- 
secration by allowing it to fly 
over an area where a naval battle 


was going on. 

A U.S. military inquiry found 
that radar operators on the Vin- 


cennes, in the stress of a dash 
between the cruiser and Iranian 
gunboats, had mistaken the 
dunbing jetliner for an F-14 jet- 
fighter on a descending course. 

Reagan said after the inddent 
that the United States would 
make payments for humanitarian 
reasons, but not to the Iranian 
government. 

U.S. officials said they ex- 
pected five of the governments 
whose nationals were killed in the 
tragedy to accept the compensa- 
tion offer but an appropriate in- 
termediary had to be found to 
arrange payments to relatives of 
the 250 Iranian victims. 
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Afghan guerrillas who tried to 
starve Kabul into submission last 
winter may try squeeze tbe capit- 
al's food supplies once more. 

International aid workers and 
security sources say the Mujahe- 
deen have stopped virtually all 
trade between Pakistan and 
Kabul. 

Tbe Salang Highway linking 
Kabul with the Soviet border 
remains open, but a foreign di- 
plomat said tiie rebels bad halted 
trade with Pakistan to put press- 
ure on the city. 

“When people get desperate, 
morality is not so important,” he 
said. 

At this time of year, when the 
Kabul government should be 
stocking up in anticipation of 
winter, prices would normally be 
failing. Instead they are riang. 

“Hoarding is going on,” said 
Brian Stockwell, bead of the Un- 
ited Nations World Food Prog- 
ramme in Kabul. 

“The traders will bring it out 
slowly so that prices stay up at as 
high a level as tbe market will 
stand.” 

In one week wheat flour, used 
to make the flat, unleavened 
bread that dominates the average 
Afghan's diet, has gone up from 
720 afghanis to 780 (S2 to $2.23 at 
the unofficial rate) for seven 
kilogrammes. 

A 16-kg tin of cooking oil has 
risen 26 per cent to 6,800 afghanis 
($19) in a month, while average 
wages remain around 3.000-4,000 
afghanis a month. 

Prices overall are about double 
what they were last year but well 
below last winter's levels when 
guerrilla efforts to blockade the 
Salang Highway across tbe Hindu 
Kush Mountains caused severe 
shortages. 

Wheat touched a peak of 1,200 
afghanis and many Kabulis 
braved bitter cold to begin 
queuing early in the morning to 
ensure their families had bread. 

People did not starve, but only 
an enormously expensive Soviet 
airlift kept Kabul going. 



WASHINGTON (AP) — Tbe 
U.S. administration announced 
Tuesday tbat it would give $2 
million in emergency aid to Leba- 
non but rejected suggestions that 
it send naval vessels to protect 
shipments against the threat of 
Syrian attack. 

The emergency assistance was 
approved by President George 
Bush at tbe request of the Inter- 
national Committee for the Red 
Cross (ICRC) to provide food 
mid medical supplies for victims 
of the country’s 15-year, civil war. 

The United States is also pro- 
viding $14 million worth of basic 
food through private voluntary 
organisations . to . nourish about . 
400,000 Lebanese affected by tire 
fighting. 

Details of the American aid 
were released by Assistant U.S. 
Secretary of State for Middle 
Eastern Affairs John Kelly to the 
House of Representatives Sub- 
committee on Europe and the 
Middle East. 

Kelly outlined the administra- 
tion’s policy on Lebanon after a 
series of witnesses from private 
Lebanese-American organisa- 
tions described the acute food 


and fuel shortages triggered by 
the dvfl war’s worst round of 
fighting which began last March. 

He denied contentions by some 
witnesses that U.S. food supplies 
were being diverted by Syrian 
troops who have mounted a naval 
blockade of rightist-controlled 
ports along the Mediterranean 
coast, in retaliation for a block- 
ade of militia controlled ports. 

In response to a question from 
the panel’s chairman. Repre- 
sentative Lee Hamilton, oh 
whether tbe administration had . 
considered an armed naval escort 
of the supply ships. Kelly said: 

“I doubt very seriously that 
there would be much support in 
the Congress for foe active in* 
voh/ement of U.S. warships in 
attempting to break this block- 
ade. I think this blockade can be 
eliminated through persuasion 
and diplomacy.” 

The thrust of U.S. policy is to 
lobby in the Arab World, espe- 
cially with Syria and Iraq, for 
acceptance of an Arab League 
initiative to bring about a cease- 
fire and lifting of tile blockades, 
Kelly said. The six-week effort’ 
has foiled to yield results, he 


Sanaa says Mossad agents 
attacked Yemenia office 


SANAA (AP) — North Yemen 
Wednesday accused the Israeli 
secret service Mossad of raiding 
its national airline office at Istan- 
bul airport in Turkey. 

“Mossad elements attacked foe 
office manager, and destroyed, 
foe furniture after searching foe 
office,” the North Yemen News 
Agency (SABA) reported. 

It said foe attack occurred 
Saturday night as Yemeni airlines 
(Yemenia) staff were preparing 
for foe weekly Istanbui-Sanaa 
flight. 

“The government has express- 
ed to foe Turkish embassy in 


Sanaa its condemnation of sue fa a 
criminal act that proves to the 
world tbe nature of the Zionist 
enemy and its various organs, 1 * 
foe agency said. 


It said the government also 
requested that Turkish author- 
ities ensure adequate protection 
for Yemeni airline ana consular 
workers and other Yemeni 
nationals in Turkey “against any 
aggressive acts from tire Zionist 
entity and its agents.” 

No further details were given. 
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Tel: ^Ill-Id 
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Children programme 

Hit Squad 

.... New* for the Deal 
Religious programme 
... Health programme 
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News in Arabic 

Local rerie-. 
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... Uxal programme 

News in Arabic 

Arabil film 
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St. Joseph Clnrcfa Tei. 624m 
Church of the AmndatiMi Tci. 
637440. 

De la SaOc Church Tci. 661757 
TorrasaHta Chore* Tel: 622366 
Church or the Anuaudattoa Tel. 

623541. 

Anglican Church Tei. 625383, Tel. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Church Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chore fa Tel. 
775261. 

St Ephraim Church Tel. 771751. 
Amman luteruadoual Church Tel. 
685326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church Tel: 
811275. 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tel. 815817. 821264 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


22r30 Singapore, Kuali 
22:45 j- 


Other Flights (Terminal (2) 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Mahmoud Abu Mahfbatb 

Dr. Abdul Rahman Jabr 

Dr. Mohammad Al A wad 

Dr. ’Adnao Zaghtad 

Firas pharmacy - 

Fcrdows pharmacy 

Af Ascma pharmacy - 

Nairoukb pharmacy 

Al SaUm pharmacy 

Yacoub pharmacy 

Shmcisani pharmacy 


793344 
.775050 
. 741391 
.898140 
.661912 
.778336 
.637055 
.623672 
.636730 
.644945 
.637660 


Repairs 623101 

Abdafi Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority ...815615 
Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 


77ns informatho is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) mfoimatfon depart- 
ment at the Queen AJSalntematioeal 
Airport Td. (08)53200-5, where It 
show/ always be verified. 


HOSPITALS 


M:fO Sanaa (LH) 

12*5 Ankara, Istanbul (TK) 

13*6 Baghdad (1A) 

1&26 Cairo (MS) 

14:66 Kuwait (KU) 

1436 Muscat, Abu Dhabi, Bahrain 
(GF) 

16*0 Bucharest (RO) 

17:25 Riyadh (S\Q 

18:15 Dubai (EK) 

UfeSS Amsterdam (KL) 

1%25 Frankfort (LH) 


69:46 .... 
19:15 ... 
11:16 .... 
12*5 ... 
1446 ... 
14*5 .... 
1530 .... 
15:35 .... 
17:15 ...; 
I&46 .... 
19:15 


Damascus, Paris I 

Tunis ( 

Frankfort ( 

Istanbul, Ankara ( 


Bahrain. Muscat (GF) 

Kuwait (KU) 

Budmrest (RO) 

- Riyadh (SV) 

- — Dubai (EK) 


17:40 Mu&iquc du Cotux 

\*eo New* ie French 

I9:)S Documentary 

19J0 News m Hebrew 

*9:45 Varieties 

CO: GO News in Arabic 

XOCm BiD Cosby Show 

21:10 Beauty and the Beasi 

22:CO News in English 

22:20 Feature film: “The Army of 
Shadows" 


KB ID: 

Dr. Jamal Bani Hani 
Al Sharaa’ pharmacy 


WEATHER 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 
Khalidi Maternity, J. Amo . 


Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
McicorokjgY. 


ZARQA: 

Dr. Rateb Attallah ( — ) 

KbaUfeh pharmacy 985417 


Akilefa Maternity, J. Amo., 
labal Amman Maternity .... 
Malhas, J. Amman .......... 

Palestine. Shmeisuni 

Shmeisani Hospital 

University Hospital 

Al-Muashcr Hospital 

The Islamic. AbdaK 

ALAhli, Abdaii 

Italian, Al-Muhajreen 

AL Bashir, J. Ashrafiefa 

Army. Marka 

Queen Alia Hospital 

Amal Hospital 

ZARQA: 


Normal summer weather is expected 
and winds will be northwesterly mod- 
erate. In Aqaba, winds will be norther- 
ly moderate and seas calm. 


EMERGENCIES 


PSA YES TIMES 


94:07 .. Fajr 

05. j 19 tiiwnscJ Du/u 

12.42 Dhuhr 

J<fc23 “ Asr 

29:4£ Maghreb 

21:16 !” "I* 113 


Amman 

Aqaba 

Deserts 

Jordan VaOey 


Min / mas temp. ‘ 

30/31 

23/37 

19/35 

23 / 36 


CHURCHES 


Yesterday’s high temperatures: Am- 
man 30, Aqaba 38. Humidity readings: 
Amman 35 per cent. Aqaba 31 per 
cent. 


I 


St. Mary of Numnah Cbordi Svrdffch 
Tel. 810740 _ . , 

Assemblies of Cod Church, Tel. 

632785 -. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


Civil Defence Department 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 

Civil Defence Emergency 

Rescue Police 192. 621111. 

Eire Brigade. ..., 

Blood Bank 

Highway Police 

Traffic Police 

Public Security Department .... 

Hotel Complain a 

Price Comptons ....... 1 

Water a no Sewerage 

Complaints 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 

Overseas Calls 1 

Central Amman Telephone 


813813/32 
. 644281/6 
. 642441/2 
-.642362 
.... 636140 
. 664171/4 
— 669131 
.... 845845 
. 667227/9 
666127/37 
. 664164/6 
. 777101/3 
7751 1 1/26 
891611/15 
602240/50 
.... 674155 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal 1) 


20-J8 '. Zurich, Lamaca (SR) 


MARKET PRICES 


61:65 London (BA) 


Singapore, Kuala Lumpur ( 


Aqaba j 

Jeddah! 

Riyadh! 

— Cairo! 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Terminal ( 1 ) 


Ibn Situ Hospital 

IRBQh 

Princess Basina Hospital , 
Creek Catholic Hospital 
Ota Al Nafees Hospital.... 
AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital ... 


Dhabran ( 

Kuwait t 

Dubai. Abu Dhabi ( 

Colombo ( 

Doha, Bahrain ( 

Calcutta/ 

Lamaca (add.) ( 

Kuwait (add. )( 

— London ( 

Lamaca ( 

Cairo! 

Athens! 

Casablanca. Turns ( 


68*0 Aqaba! 

UM Doha (add.)! 


Doha (add.) (RJ 

1LW Kuwait (odd.) (RJ 

1L4S Rome (RJ 

I2HM Kuwait (odd.) (RJ 

12.-90 Rhodes (add.) (RJ) 

12:00 Tripoli (add.) (RJ) 

12:19 Athens (RJ 

12:15 Vienna, New York (RJ) 

12z3V Vienna, Chicago, Los Angeles 
(RJ) 

134)0 London (RJ) 

13:15 Paris (RJ)- 


Upperi k m e r price' in B 

Apple (golden) . . 

Apple (Kushabj) .... 

Apple (sokkari) 

Apple (red) 

Baanmt 

Banana (Mukarnmar) 

Beans 

Cabbage 

Carrots — 

CauhSower . — 

Corn i 

Cucumbers 


.... New York. Amsterdam ( 

Baghdad! 


(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 


Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

OfcIS - Dubai (TU) 


13d0 Lamaca I 

13*5 -Cairo! 

20s40 Kuwait! 

21:10 Jeddah! 

21:15 Baghdad! 

2D20 Cntbl 

21-JO Dubai, Muscat < 

22M Aba Dhabi ( 

22*0 Bahrain,' Doha^ 


Crapes 

Grapes (red) — 

Lemon ryeflbw) 

Lemon (green) 

Marrow 

Okra.. 

Orange 

Onion (dry) 

Peaches 


Pe pp er (sweet) 

Potato .i 

Tomatoes 


rper kg. 
S80 / 500 
230/180 
280 J 24Q 
840/700 
400 / 350 
350 / 300 
250 / 220 
80/40 
230/180 
220/150 
180/140 
350/260 
-220 / 80 
780/650 
200/160 
180/150 
650/550 
300 / 230 
3607320 
300/230 
360/300 
ISO /UO 
500/400 
1807140 
180/140 

230/200 
80/ 30 


conceded. 

- “We are waiting for an- Arab 
League decision, an Arab League 
action. There is no U.S. initia- 
tive, (here it no U.S. separate plan, 
there i$ no U.S. separate plan. 
These are the people who have a 
realistic chance of solving the 
problem there,” Kelly said. 

Representative Lawrence 
Smith said he was “stunned” that 
foe State Department’s only poli- 
cy was to support other connrrka’ 
initiatives. 

In a sharp exchange with Kelly, 
who served as U.S. ambassador 
to Beirut until last year. Smith 
asked whether foe diplomat had 
checked wkh Congress on the 
question of naval escorts. 

“I favour R. How do you like 
that? And if you ask me, I also 
think that if fire United Stales 
showed the flag when it went in 
there with these ships carrying 
only emergency medical supplies, 
food and fuel... the Syrians would 
back off,” Smith said. 

“You think the Syrians arc 
ready to get into a war with the 
United Sraies over shipments of 
vegetable oil and wheat?” he 
added. 


Sudan relief 


official quits 


KHARTOUM (R) — The top 
United Nations official in Sudan 
has resigned in a shake-up aimed 
at streamlining famine relief 
efforts, diplomats said. 

They siud Bryan Wannop, 
Sudan representative of the U.N. 
Development Programme 
(UNDP), quit the world body 
after it told him he would be 
transferred to Sri Lanka. 

Michael Priestley, the U.N. 
secretary-general’s special repre- 
sentative in neighbouring 
Et hiop ia, will soon arrive in 
Khartoum to take over Life line 
Sudan, foe U.N. relief operation. 
Western diplomats said. 
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Prince Hassan meets 
with cosmonaut and 
JAIC representative 

' fSs.Royai HighnessCrown Prince Hassan Wedoes- 

^ ? ss * n P liaB * Viktor Savmykh wbo is currently 
' World Confess on Aerospace Educa- 

the meeting Prince Hwsan praised 
aaijnyicfi s contnbntion to space research and called for an 
cMimgeof cultural and scientific information between Jordan 
an<t the Soviet Union. - ■ -v: " : •- 

Soviet ajsmonant, welcomed future- Jordanian partitipa- 
uon lb soenofie experiments in space .alongside Soviet space 
scienti^s wrthm the framework of a propamine fortecfinological 
ana scientific cooperation. between the two countries. 

• ff 50 P n , Wednesday His Royal Highness Crown- Prince Hassan 
'r\^ IV ™ J . "of the Japanese Agency for International 

'-Ooperanon ( J AIC) who is currently on, a visit to Jordan to get a 
close-idea about the -development projects the JA1C finances -in 
Jordan. During the meeting. Prince Hassan expressed Jordan's 
appreciation for Japan’s support for development programmes in 
Jordan. The Japanese official, on his part, conveyed gratitude to 
His Majesty King Hussein and Prince Hassan for their role in 
postering -Jordaman-Japanese relations.- (Petra) ' 


Governors, deputies 
get new positions 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputy 
Prime Minister and Minister of 
Interior Salem Masaadeb 
Wednesday announced a list of 
district governors and deputy 
governors who have been trans~ 
ferred to new positions as of 
Saturday, July 29, 1989. 

According to the announce- 
ment, Khaled Murad will be de- 
puty governor of Balqa, Talaat 
Nawarseh will be deputy gov- 
ernor of Amman , Khalil Khreisat 
will be director of Nationality and 


Alien Department at the Ministry 
of Interior, Abdul Qader 
Habahbeh will become cBrector 
general of the Finance Depart- 
ment at the Interior Ministry, 
Musi eh Tarawneh will be district 
governor of Madaba, Said Nassar 
will become district governor of 
Deir Alla in the Jordan Valley. 
Ghaleb Izmiqna will become 
assistant to the Balqa governor 
and Neal A1 Azab will be district 
governor of Mazar A1 Janoufca in 
the southern Jordan Valley re- 
gion. 


lnnab leaves for 
Baghdad meeting 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Industry and Trade Ziyad lnnab 
left for Baghdad Wednesday to 
take part in a meeting by minis- 
ters of industry and trade and 
economy in the four member 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC). 

The meeting which starts 
Thursday will examine means of 
promoting trade among the four 
countries — Jordan, Egypt , Iraq 
an d North Yemen — lay the basis- 
for solid coordiantion so that the 
ACC countries -can- assume' a 


stronger negotiating position with 
other - nations in import/export 

- operations and will review a num- 
ber of joint industrial ventures, 
especially those that help ensure 
food and industrial security. 

- The meetings are expected to 
last three days. 

The industry and economic 
ministers meet one-day after the 
commencement of meetings in 
the Iraqi capital by the ACC 
mims ters of finance who are dis- 
cussing economic cooperation 
among the ACC countries. 


French string expert 
visits conservatory 


By Wind Lara Mango, ‘ 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The National Music 
Conservatory was recently visited 
by French string expert, Jean 
Lenere. The aim of this visit was 
to assess the Conservatory's 
string section, and to offer advice 
where needed. 

Lenere studied violin for eight 
years and piano for ten. He is 
presently Director of the Cam- 
prata Orchestra in Paris.- In 1988 
be wrote up a progra mme for 
violin teachin g for the first four 
years of a student's framing. 

• Accordingly, he set-op a ten 
year curriculum for the string 
section at the Jordan Conserva- 
tory- . 

“This visit is a result of an 
invitation which was conveyed , to 
some members of tiw- Conserva- 
tory , by the French government,’' 
says Hind Nasser, Committee 
Chairperson. “We were given a 
wide spectrum of French private 
and national music conservator- 
ies. At the time, it was suggested 
that Lenere come to Jordan and 
tairp- a look at our programmes.” 

In an interview with the Jordan 
Tunes, Lenere said that negotia- 


tions were under way- for a 
“jumetage" between French con- 
servatories and the National 
Music Conservatory. “Sugges- 
tions were made that involved the 
sending of French music experts 
to Jordan. They would tutor both 
teachers and students in this 
field," says he. 

As a consequent* of das eight- 
day visit, Lenere found that there 
is a lot of potential in our Jorda- 
nian music students. He added 
that everyone seemed to be work- 
ing hard, and that there is a need 
for proper guidance. Parents or 
members of the family, he 
advised, should make it a point to 
accompany a dbSd to his or hex 
lesson. This way they w31 be able 
to help them at home while they 
practice. Lenere also found that 
there is a high percentage of older 
students that nave the makings of 
professional perfonners. “With 
proper nurturing via scholarships 
inside and outside Jordan, we 
hope to encourage our talented 
students in the right direction,” 
Nasser said. She further revealed 
the Conservatory's plan to bopt 
professionals from Japan and 
Bulgaria within the coming 
year." ... 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

time and place -with the- concerned fasanrfrans. 

exhibitions 

☆ A plastic arts exbibHion by thp Stadent 

* pJnti^Oub tf the YaruMukUBiv^ 

* aI^aS 

the Jordanian badia, at the Yanuouk Ihdwrdly. 

BAZAAR 

* The annual bazaar of the Hmftol 

r2tZ Which includes hamficrato saefc as etnbrwfay, artifl- 
dresses, knitwear, ornamaits aDd chfldren’s toys. 


* An Arabic pi* entitled 

7 m^Scritnral Centre 8:00 pjn.. . 


* A lecture by Centre! Barit of Jordan Gove^-Mffmmd 
Shoman Foundation — &30 pjn. 

.. HU* 

☆ A feature fflm entitled “E.T. —The Extra TemartthP at the 
American Centre -r pjn. 



I Congress on aerospace education ends 


Princess Wijdan tours national gallery 


AMMAN — Her Royal Highness Princess Wijdan 
Afi, heed of the Royal Society of Fine Arts, met at 
the Jordan National Gallery with a group of 
Jordanian women who live and work abroad. 
They revie w e d venous matters of interest to 


Jordanian women in general and the work of art 
in particular. The Princess later toured various 
parts of the Jordan National Gallery and was 
briefed on the paintings on display (Petra photo) 


Meeting discusses effects of 
weather on locust movement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Participants in 

a three- week tr aining wmimir on 
combating desert locusts Wednes- 
day reviewed a working paper by 
Afi Abanda, director general of 
tiie Department of Meteorology, 
ooffining the effects of cfimatic 
changes and weather on the move- 
ment of desert locusts. 

The paper emphasised the im- 
portance of the department's 
work In relaying such movements 
and anwwding the alarm about 
areas where locusts breed. 

The participants, who started 
meetings here on July 16, visited 
the National Centre for Agricultu- 
ral Research and Technology 
Transfer (NCARTT) where they 
discussed the Abanda paper along 
with a number of others that deal 
with means of fighting the pest. 
They watched documentary films 
on the types of locusts and locust 
breeding areas. 


At the opening of the seminar. 
Agriculture Minister Ad nan Bad- 
ran urged the United Nations 
Food and Agriculture Organisa- 
tion (FAO) to establish a regional 
data bank in the Middle East 
finked to the Rome-based net- 
work, so as to monitor the move- 
ments of the desert locusts and 
give early warning to the coun- 
tries of the region. 

Delegates from various Middle 
Eastern states are taking part in 
the training seminar which was 
organised by FAO in cooperation 
with the Ministry of AgriucJture. 

The Rome-based FAO runs spe- 
cialised commissions for controll- 
ing the desert locust in the Near 
East and North Africa. These 
commissions are entrusted with 
promoting research on control of 
the desert locust and carrying out 
aO passible measures to control 



0'M 

fi 


Dr. All Abanda 

plagues of the desert locust within 
the two regions. 


ACC farm cooperative directors 
end four-day talks on integration 


AMMAN (Petra) — The four 
directors of farm cooperatives in 
Arab Cooperation Council 
(ACC) countries concluded a 
four-day meeting in Amman 
Wednesday by issuing a set of 
recommendations designed to 
promote mutual assistance be- 
tween tiie cooperatives. 

A final statement said that sub- 
jects discussed at the meeting 
centred on the most effective 
ways in which to achieve integra- 
tion and urged the member gov- 
ernments to involve farm coop- 


erative representatives in drawing 
up policies related to agricultural 
production and marketing. 

The participants stressed the 
importance of implementing joint 
cooperative ventures designed to 
■develop pasture lands, produce 
improved seeds, and facilitate the 
exchange of produce among the 
four states. 

The participants also called for 
stepped up research programmes 
to develop agricultural industries, 
the exchange of expertise, and 
visits by officials and members of 


cooperatives. They also called for 
organising seminars and training 
courses to provide up-dated in- 
formation to cooperative mem- 
bers on farming and agricultural 
production. 

The final statement announced 
the formation of a higher coor- 
dination committee to supervise 
cooperation among cooperative 
organisations in the ACC coun- 
tries. It said that the proposals 
and recommendations will be re- 
ferred to the ACC secretariat and 
the respective governments. 


Seminar urges more control 
on quarries to ensure safety 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — A 
seminar on stone and sand quar- 
ries in Jordan ended here 
Wednesday with a set of recom- 
mendations which among others 
call on the government in Jordan 
to increase control over quarries 
in the country, to organise their 
operations to improve the quality 
of stone and ensure environmen- 
tal safety. 

A statement issued at the end 
of the three-day seminar, 
attended by engineers and repre- 
sentatives of construction com- 
panies, urged the concerned au- 
thorities to conduct research 
work and to prospect for raw 
material used in construction, as 
well as to appoint one engineer 
for every five quarries to main- 
tain control over their operations. 


The statement also called for 
updating specifications and stan- 
dards related to concrete, stone 
and sand used in building taking 
into account the effects of natural 
forces, such as wind, rain and 
corrosion of stone. 

One of the other recommenda- 
tions called for organising a semi- 
nar on mining and min eral indus- 
tries in Jordan and conducting 
farther research work on all kinds 
of material used in the construc- 
tion business. 

The statement stressed the im- 
portance of increasing tree 
plantation and the use of treated 
water to irrigate large areas of 
land with forest trees, giving 
attention to the use of safety 
equipment to provide protection 
to workers involved in quarrying 


stones and using methods that 
would reduce the amount of dust 
that pollutes the air around quar- 
ries. 

The protection of the environ- 
ment around the quarries was 
discussed at Wednesday’s morn- 
ing session before the conclusion 
of the meeting. 

The three-day seminar was 
organised by the Jordan En- 
gineers Association and attended 
by 100 engineers and specialists in 
the construction business in 
Jordan. 

A total of 19 working papers 
were reviewed by the partici- 
pants, dealing with proper mean- 
sures to be taken to exploit stone 
lime brick, rock and sand in the 
country's 240 quarries. 


Pocket money for students with 
scholarships may be cancelled 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Minis- 
try of Higher Education is cod- 
tefaplatmg tiie idea of cancelling 
all pocket money grants to stu- 
dents who win scholarships to 
study at Jordanian universities, 
according to a report in A1 Dus- 
tour Arabic daOy newspaper. 

The report said if the plan is to 
be implemented, students will re- 
ceive tuition fees and the cost of 
books but not the JD 35 monthly 
payment that used to be provided 
to students with scholarships. 

Tins move is taken, the report 
noted, to allow a greater number 
of scholarships for as many stu- 
dents as possible. 

It said a scholarship will be 


granted to students who came 
first in their classes at school, and 
the top ten students in the Taw- 
jihi examination’s various 
streams. The report added that 
two per cent of tiie total number 
of scholarships will go to students 
from the badia region of Jordan. 

Normally students who get 
scholarships are bound to serve in 
government agencies, mainly 
educational institutions, for dou- 
ble the period they spent in learn- 
ing at the univereity. 

Minister of Higher Education 
Nassereddin AI Assad will hold a 
press conference in Amman 
Saturday to give details about 
prospects of increasing the num- 


ber of students in the country’s 
four universities, and could shed 
more light on the issue of scho- 
larships. 

The minister is also expected to 
divulge deliberations by the 
Council of Higher Education 
which convened Monday and had 
a full debate on higher education 
in the Kingdom. 

Last year the four Jordanian 
universities admitted more than 
7,300 undergraduate students and 
1.855 post-graduate students in 
all fields of specialisations. But 
press reports here quoted in- 
formed ministry sources as saying 
that this number could be 
boosted to 10-Oflfi 'tridents for the 
? '•'i-lQOO acMu-uUC year. 


Paper notes importance 
of space exploration 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Delegates from 19 countries 
Wednesday ended the sixth world congress on 
aerospace education sponsored by the World Aeros- 
pace Educational Organisation (WAEO), and 
reelected Kamal Naguib as the organisation’s chair- 
man of the board of directors. 


Sami Rabani from the Middle 
East Airline addressed the final 
session, held in Amman, stressing 
the importance of developing the 
individual who. be said, is the 
source of all progress in aviation 
and space exploration. 

Among the highlights of the 
congress was the participation of 
veteran cosmonauts from Soviet 
Union — Alexy Elysev and Vic- 
tor Savinikh — as well as U.S. 
astronaut David Walker, and Dr. 
Farouk AI Baz. director of the 
Centre for Remote Sensing at 
Boston University in the United 
States. 

They all delivered speeches to 
the meeting which was organised 
in cooperation with Royal Jorda- 
nian (RJ). 

In a keynote address at the 
opening session Monday. His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, the Regent, stressed that 
man's experience in space had 


revolutionised the understanding 
of the planet Earth and its natural 
resources, as well as space en- 
vironments. and that this know- 
ledge should be utilised for the 
welfare of mankind. 

The Regent stressed the role of 
the Developing World in aeros- 
pace education for cultural de- 
velopment and referred to Arab 
participation in the space prog- 
ramme which was initiated by 
Prince Sultan Ibn Salman AI 
Saud of Saudi Arabia in 1985. 

Prince Sultan was the first 
Arab astronaut who took pan in 
the ISth mission of the space 
shuttle Discovery. The Regent 
said that Syrian Air Force Col. 
Mohammad Fans, who partici- 
pated in the Soviet Soyuz prog- 
ramme was able to serve his 
country by researching and 
documenting information on Sy- 
rian forests, lakes, water, land 
and mineral resources while 


flying above Syrian airpsace. 

Fans who flew over the Earth 
at an> altitude of 400 kilometre 
said in a statement later that hb 
experience was a remarkable con- 
tribution towards providing scien- 
tific knowledge to his country and 
the world at large. 

He said that he shared the 
experiences of three Soviet cos- 
monauts in the ‘‘Mir’* space sta- 
tion, taking photographs of the 
water and land surfaces of Syna 
and providing valuable informa- 
tion towards the exploitation of 
natural resources. 

Fans said that cooperation be- 
tween the United States and the 
Soviet Union in space program- 
mes was unlimited and the com 
ing stage will witness a joint study 
of the' Mars planet. 

Fans also noted that the two 
superpowers are also launching a 
project to clean outer space from 
14. (NX) objects th3t could obstruct 
space programmes. 

Fans commended Prince Has- 
san's address at the opening ses- 
sion. describing it as an open 
invitation to the international 
community to curtail pollution of 
space, and to reduce the manu- 
facture of mass destruction 
weapons. 


Jabr: Jordan will soon complete 
national environment strategy 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — Jordan 
will soon complete work on a 
national environment strategy 
and will issue appropriate laws 
related to the strategy which will 
be put imo force in 1990. minister 
of municipal and rural affairs and 
the environment announced here 
Wednesday. 

Yousef Ham dan AI Jabr made 
the statement at a meeting of the 
Higher Steering Committee pre- 
paring for the national strategy 
which discussed various aspects 
of the plan and a proposed execu- 
tive programme as worked out by 
eight specialised sub-committees. 

The minister reviewed the 
plan’s objectives and spoke in 
some detail about various aspects 
it entails, such as conducting 
assessment of the country's re- 
sources, future environmental 
trends and changes that can be 
introduced. 

The Higher Steering Commit- 
tee decided at its meeting to 
create two additional sub-com- 
mittees, one to be known as the 


Legal Committee and the other 
to be charged with spreading 
awareness among the public with 
regards to protection of the en- 
vironment. 

On July 19 the ministry 
announced that matters related to 
the projected national environ- 
ment strategy will be discussed in 
detail at a general and expanded 
meeting to open at the Royal 
cultural Centre in Amman on 
July 29. 

Participants will be members of 
the eight specialised sub-commit- 
tees who will discuss the broad- 
lines of the strategy which is 
designed to provide protection to 
the environment in Jordan. 


The sub-committees, picked up 
from the private and public Mo- 
tors. represent departments and 
organisations concerned with 
agriculture and land, surface and 
underground water resources, 
beaches and coastland. popula- 
tion and housing, the atmosphere 
and air. energy and minerals, 
antiquities as well as cultural and 
archaeological sites. 

m 

According to Dr. Sufi an Ai 
Tal. director of the ministry's 
Environment Department, the 
strategy will be carried out in 
cooperation with the internation- 
al union for the conservation of 
nature and natural resources. 


Moroccan 

municipal 

team 

arrives 

AMMAN (Petra) — A two-mem- 
ber team representing municipal 
councils in Morocco arrived here 
Wednesday on a four-day visit at 
the invitation of the Greater Am- 
man Municipality. 

A municipality spokesman said 
that Mukhtar Masmoudi, mayor 
of Miknas and Bou Sheib Adnsi. 
municipal council secretary 
general in Rabat, will have talks 
with Greater Amman Mayor 
Abdul Raouf AI Rawabdeh on 
cooperation between the Amman 
council and local councils in 
Morocco. 

The rwo officials will inspect a 
number of projects being im- 
plemented by the Amman Muni- 
cipality, and tour a number of 
places of interest and archaeolo- 
gical sites in the country. 

Several officials from Amman 
Municipality welcomed the two 
officials upon their arrival in 
Amman. 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


ROYAL DECREE: A Royal Decree was issued Wednesday 
endorsing the appointment of Dr. Mahmoud AI Samra as president 
of the University of Jordan as of July 10. 1989. Samra succeeded 
Abdul Salam AI Majali who has been appointed advisor to His 
Majesty King Hussein. (Petra) 

UNIVERSITIES OPEN UNIFIED OFFICE: The four Jordanian 
universities — Yarmouk University, the University of Jordan. Mu’ta 
University and the Jordan University of Science and Technology — 
have decided to set up a unified office to coordinate the process of 
student admission, registration and distribution. According to a 
statement Wednesday Yarmouk University President Mohammad 
Hamdan will be head of the office, and will be assisted by the 
registrars of the four universities. (Petra) 

MEETING DISCUSSES ELECTIONS: Deputy Prime Minister 
and Minister of Interior Salem Masadeh chaired a meeting in 
Amman Wednesday to discuss matters related to the preparation of 
lists of voters for the coming parliamentary elections. Attending the 
meeting were provincial governors and heads of departments in 
charge of constituencies in the Amman areas. Ministry committees 
and departments in charge of the constituencies will start preparing 
the final version of voter lists on Aug. 15. (Petra) 

STUDENTS CAN RECEIVE TRANSCRIPTS: The Ministry of 
Education Wednesday urged students who passed the Tawjihi 
examination in the 1988-1989 scholastic year to obtain their transcripts 
from their own schools. It said that transcripts which come in Arabic 
and English free of charge can be received from schools as of 
Saturday July 29. (Petra) 

EDUCATION OFFICIALS VISIT MA'AN: Ministry of Educa- 
tion Secretary General Dr. Munther AI Masri and Ministry of Higher 
Education Secretary General Dr. Ahmad Bashayreh Wednesday met 
with the Education Department Director in Ma'an Govern orate, 
Mohammad Khattab. The discussions dealt with the prospects of 
opening a community college in Ma'an following the increasing 
□umber of students who passed the Jordanian Tawjihi from Ma'aa! 
Govemorate and the Jordanian government's policy’ to establish' 
higher education institutes in various govemorates of the Kingdom. 
(Petra) 
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SOME Jordanians are being bothered by the sight of long 
queues of young people applying for visas to travel to foreign 
lands. Such short-sighted people hold the artificial view that 
the sight of long queues of applicants for opportunities in 
foreign lands reflect badly on the Kingdom. The rationale 
b ehin d their negative outlook and interpretation rests on the 
shallow foundation that the great number of Jordanians 
wanting to start their fortunes, whether educational or 
economic, elsewhere, signifies that all is not well in the 
country. In other words, the departing Jordanians are seen 
as casting a vote of no confidence in their own country. 

In fact nothing more can be further from the truth. 
Given the fact that the country's economy is undergoing 
adjustments and that job and business opportunities are not 
abundant as they once were, and given the fact that the 
educational opportunities at the post-high school level are 
considerably less than needed to cope with the ever- 
increasing Jordanian student population, it is quite natural 
that so many Jordanians want to temporarily try their luck 
outside their own country. Accordingly, the real reasons 
behind the new wave of exodus lie in the fact that it offers 
many positive returns for the country when it cannot afford 
to handle all the educational and economic needs of all of its 
people. One dare say that the greater majority of such 
migrating people are projected to return with new skills and 
financial capabilities to build up their country. Given the 
social fabric of this country, our young women and men, 
who leave behind their homeland and loved ones, will 
always be gravitated back to their roots and country. Of 
course there will always be some who will opt not to return 
to their country, but fortunately their number is insignifi- 
cant in comparison with the vast majority who will return. 
In any case, the right to leave one’s country and to return to 
it is one of the most fundamental human rights. 

As for the foreign embassies that process the many 
Jordanian applications to go abroad, they are always viewed 
with suspicion. In many ways they find themselves in a 
no-win situation. If they expedite the travel to their 
respective countries they stand to be accused of hurting the 
national interest by expediting the brain drain process. If 
they do not facilitate such travel, they are still accused of 
discr iminating against Jordanians and of putting inhuman 
obstacles in their path. 

On balance, foreign countries are helping Jordan cope 
with its needs at a time when it is most urgently needed. As 
long as out people return to their country, one should not 
panic at the sight of Jordanians seeking to explore their 
fortunes elsewhere for the time being. 


JOB® AES EDeRTO' RIALS 


Al Ra'i Arabic daily Wednesday discussed Israel’s current 
attempts to find substitutes to the PLO from among the 
Palestinian people living in the occupied Arab territories. The 
paper said that the Israelis hope to find a way through the Shamir 
elections plan and through contacts with the Palestinian people to 
escape from world-wide pressure on the Jewish state to hold an 
international conference on the Middle East question. But this 
time the Israeli manoeuvres and Washington's tacit approval of 
the Shamir plan as an alternative to the projected conference 
cannot in any way liquidate the problem, nor can they ignore the 
FLO as the sole and legitimate representative of the Palestinian 
people in any negotiations over the Palestinian land and people, 
said the paper. The paper said that the ongoing intifada in the 
occupied areas and Jordan's decision to sever links with the West 
Bank have both boosted the stand of the PLO and placed the 
world in general and the United States and Israel in particular 
face to face with the facts and realities in the Middle East. The 
United Slates is one of a number of nations that are encouraging 
the Israelis to pursue their present manoeuvres, and thus Israel is 
going ahead with the Shamir plan so as to impose a de facto 
solution on the Arabs, the paper added. It said that the 
Palestinians, backed by the world community and through their 
continued struggle are bound to foil all Israel’s evil conspiracies. 

A columnist in Al Ra'i daily strongly attacks Israel for refusing to 
deal with the PLO as the representative of the Palestinian people. 
Tareq Masarweh says that the Israelis are trying hard to find 
substitutes to the PLO and are providing empty promises to the 
PLO through their American ally that in the final analysis the 
Palestinians will receive semi-independence. The writer refers to 
reports about meetings between the PLO representatives and the 
Shamir government, and says that the PLO does not posses any 
thing on which to offer concessions because it did everything in its 
power to end the conflict and arrive at peace. He reminds his 
readers that all Israel's leaders and prime ministers had in the past 
refused to admit the presence of Palestinians, and had rejected 
the idea of giving the oppressed people any of their basic rights. 
He says that since the Zionist ideology has not changed, there can 
be no chance for any manoeuvres by the Israeli government and 
its American ally to succeed. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily on Wednesday commended the on-going 
measures to bolster steps towards unity within the Arab World 
through the Arab Cooperation Council (ACC) which was set up 
last February. The paper referred in particular to the meeting 
starting Wednesday in Baghdad between the ACC ministers of 
finance to discuss further steps towards cementing economic, 
industrial and commercial links between the four countries in 
implementation of resolutions by their heads of state in Alexan- 
dria last month. The paper said that the four ministers’ talks will 
centre on the basic principles on which integration can be 
achieved, and will pave the way for practical steps to be taken in 
this respect There is no doubt that the ministers will be faced with 
numerous questions and difficult points in their endeavours, but 
there is great hope and full backing by toe people and 
governments of Jtrdan, Iraq, Egypt and North Yemen which can 

ensure success. 


Weekly Political Pulse 


Waked Sadi 


Shamir’s blunder and Peres’s bewilderment 


NOW that the Israeli government under Yitzhak Shamir bas 
reaffirmed its self-proclaimed “peace initiative” by a 21-4 vote, 
Washington, toe biggest pusher of the election dimension of toe 
Israeli scheme, has reaccelerated its solicitation of support for the 
Israeli plan within Arab and non-Arab camps. Clearly, the U.S. 
took the Israeli bait when it accepted toe assurances of Deputy 
Prime Minister Shimon Peres that toe “constraints” imposed on 
the plan by the Likud's ultra-rightists, Sharon, Levy and Modal, 
"are dead for aJl intents and purposes." 

A closer scrutiny of the recent political acrobatics in Tel Aviv, 
however, would reveal that something quite different from toe 
U.S. interpretation of Sunday's Israeli' government's reaffirma- 
tion of its May 14 plan has occurred. To begin with wbat swayed 
Peres in favour of accepting at face value toe reaffirmation 
formula is quite contrary to his pious rendition of what actually 
transpired at the Sunday cabinet meeting. Lest any one forget, the 
same Peres was toe first to reject such wishy-washy reaffirmation 
formulas when a similar submission was made to toe Israeli 
cabinet a fortnight ago. The Labour Party, including its leader, 
knows better than anybody else that toe Shamir capitulation on 
July 5 to the conditions and stipulations of the Israeli trio, Sharon, 
Levy and Moda’i, is deeper and more profound than meets the 
eye. Yet, had Peres insisted on a more thorough repudiation of 
the July 5 constraints, the unity government in Israel would have 


collapsed. And since Peres’ canvassing of support for his positio n 
among the splinter Israeli parties has revealed that Labour has no 
real chance to form a coalition government on tes own, toe only 
^ thing left was to have new national elections in Israel. In such an 
event not only that Labour was projected to suffer an unpre- 
cedented defeat but also toe leadership of Peres himself was in 
real danger of being successfully challenged by Yitzhak Rabic. 
Thus, Peres wanted to cut his losses first and those of his Labour 
Party second by appearing to have been converted once again to 
toe proposition that aU is well with toe Shamir plan. 

Bui what about toe conditions imposed on the plan by Sharon, 
Levy and Moda’i? Are they really dead for ail interns and 
purposes as daimed? Not by a long shot. The proof of their 
invincibility is readily available in the words of Shamir himself to 
Israel television Sunday when he confessed that the Likud 
decision to incorporate the five principal conditions of the trio 
pertain “only to the future!”. In such words lie the Shamir bait 
and his gambit. For Shamir knows only too well that it is one thing 
to begin a peace programme and quite another to end it. In other 
words, 'there are hardly any risk from the Likud point of view in 
starting a process of an open-ended negotiations provided they 
reach a dead end when they are confronted with such stipulations 
as toe ones attached to the plan by Sharon and his dique. 
Meanwhile, the intifada would be stopped and the final deter- 


mination of the status erf toe occupied territories would remain ta 
J&eyanot for as long as one can see. 

Thus, the 'bottom fine is that the respective views of (he 
Palestinian and Israeli sides on the final shape and form of the 
settlement are diametrically opposed (0 dm another. The gaps 
between toe two sides arc objective and formidable. No amount 
of se m antics or acrobatics would succeed in bringing toe gaps 
between, them on fundamental and strategy issues. 

It is often stated, especially intheWcst and among some Israeli 
circles, that once negotiations get started between th e two skies, 
the momentum achieved would generate -new perspectives Odd 
moods which in their cumulative effect can obliterate toe dams 
that stand in the way erf achieving a permanent and j ust peace in 
the Middle East. Such an optimistic view may or may not 
withstand the hard-core issues that stiU divide the two ado in the 
Middle East. In toe final analysis, wbai detcnnines toe acceptance 
or rejection-of such a euphoric scenario is toe availability of other 
alternatives. And since toe Palestinian side has no operational 
formula of their own yet to salvage the occupied territories, one 
can argue that the Palestinians have normnch to loose by taking 
the dectirin idea to task till toe bitter or sweet end. For if the 
election scheme comes to naught as expected, Washington would 
no longer have any excuse to fight and object' to toe idea of 
convening an international peace conference on the Middle East. 


Class and elitism in the Israeli army 


By Israd Sbehak 


IT IS important when evaluating 
military affairs and their political 
consequences to avoid mytholo- 
gy. More myths envelop the 
Israeli army than perhaps any 
other, so a few words about toe 
structure of that army, and its 
role in Israeli society, are in 
order. 

Israel's army is a national army 
in toe sense that the great major- 
ity of Jewish males and about half 
of toe females serve compulsori- 
ly; males must do three years’ 
service and continue to serve in 
toe reserve until aged 55. Con- 
scripts are selected after a com- 
prehensive battery of both 
physical and intelligence tests. 
Only volunteers are accepted by 
toe “elite" units, which include 
the paratroopers, and they too 
are subjected to a period of ex- 
acting tests; more are rejected 
than accepted. Service in such 
units carries enormous prestige in 
Israeli society. Both toe strength 
and toe weakness of the Israeli 
army lie in toe unwritten, but 
very real, social obligation of 
Israel’s upper classes to serve in 
its top units, with toe added 
burden of the long reserve service 
which it implies. In each Israeli 
war toe percentage of casualties 
from toe upper classes bas been 
higher than toe national average. 

The Israeli ahny can, for all 
intents and purpose, be divided 
into four parts. The elite units are 
characterised, in addition to 
physical qualities, by a higher 
level of education and a much 
higher social profile than toe rest. 
Then comes the armoured and 
artillery units. Below these come 
the infantry units such as toe 
notorious Givati and Golani bri- 
gades. Those whose intelligence 
and/or soda] profile is thought to 
be too low even for those units 
are compelled to serve in toe 
Border Guards, if physically 
strong, or if not, are given jobs 
such as drivers; educated persons 
of poorer physique are assigned 
clerical and intelligence duties. 

This division, which by and 
large corresponds to dass divi- 
sions in sodety, also accords to 
some extent unto behaviour to- 
wards toe Palestinians in the ter- 
ritories. The “lowest" level units 
of toe army, such as the Border 
Guards and Golani and Givati 
brigades, behave much worse 
than those higher up on toe social 
and military scale. It should be 
emphasised, however, that con- 
trary to the myths about toe 
Israeli army, most soldiers serv- 
ing in toe territories are capable 
of carrying out the most atrocious 
and immoral orders if given by a 
competent authority and keeping 
silent about them afterwards. ' 
Yossi Sarid revealed in his regu- 
lar column (Ha'aretz, 4 May) 
how, in January 1988, an elite 
unit was ordered to take 12 unre- 
sisting Palestinians into an 
orchard, and there, while they 
were bound, to beat them with 
dubs until bones were broken. 
Those orders were carried out to 
toe letter; no one made a public 
protest afterwards. 

The root of discontent 

But the root of toe increasing 
discontent in the same elite units 
of the Israeli army is quite diffe- 
rent. There has been an erosion 
of mUitary efficiency as a result of 
the intifada which is deplored by 
many in the elite units but en- 
joyed in the lower ranking ones. 
A detailed description of this 
process, which will affect, if 
known outside Israel, the whole 
political and strategic situation in 
the Middle East and maybe even 
toe nature of the relations be- 
tween the U.S. and Israel, fol- 
lows. 

The three main factors in toe 
efficiency and toe military per- 
formance of any army at war are 
discipline, communication along 
the chain of command and train- 
ing. "Without those, an army, 
however well equipped, is no- 


thing but an armed mob, good 
perhaps for acts of brutality and 
torture against an unarmed 
population, but otherwise worth- 
less. 

There are many recent exam- 
ples to prove this. The intifada is 
rapidly forcing the lower echelons 
of toe Israeli army into this situa- 
tion. The first factor which went 
by the board was the annual 
training of toe reserves and part 
of the training of conscripts. For a 
time, at the start of the intifada, 
some high officers asserted that 
toe army could carry on its train- 
ing while policing the Gaza Strip, 
but as the months passed this was 
seen to be impossible. In many 
cases annual reserve training of 
such units as the Armoured 
Corps has been reduced from . 
30-10 days to three, the rest of the 
time having to be devoted to 
suppressing the intifada. 

The false reports 

The Hebrew press has over many 
months cited examples of the 
open falsification of reports, with 
immunity for most of toe officers 
concerned. In toe summer of 
1988 it was revealed that when a 
company commander had 
“raided”, on his own initiative 
and against orders, a West Bank 
village which was quiet until then, 
the reaction of his brigadier was 
simply to fake the appropriate 
orders with a false date and tell 
his staff to say nothing. A few of 
them did report the case, not 
because they cared about toe 
village, but because of their con- 
cern for military order and disci- 
pline, but nothing significant was 
done. 

More recently (Hotarn, 28 
April), a paratrooper on return 
from service in Nablus, described 
how "a sector commander" 
(quite an important position) 
held an inquiry about a Palesti- 
nian who was kQled (really mur- 
dered) against standing orders. 
The soldiers from the Armoured 
Corps ordered to attend the in- 
quiry stayed away, with toe ob- 
vious encouragement of their 
officers and sector commander. 
The sector commander refused to 
hear the paratroopers and their offic- 
ers since he had decided in 
advance to submit a false report 
to his . superiors. Such cases 
appear to be more a norm than an 
exception. 

In fact, one of the main reasons 


“It should be emphasised that contrary to the 
myths about the Israeli army, most soldiers 
serving in the territories are capable of carrying 
out the most atrocious and immoral orders if 
given by a competent authority and keeping silent 
about them afterwards.” 


for the continuous optimistic dec- 
larations of the Israeli army com- 
manders is their ignorance of 
what is going on in their own 
army, an ignorance based on toe . 
prevalent falsification of reports. 
An important factor in the en- 
couragement of such falsifications 
is that the sector commanders in 
toe territories, being permanently 
stationed in toe area of their 
command, fall under toe influ- 
ence of the settlers, especially 
since man y of them live in settle- 
ments themselves. The officer 
who ordered toe atrocity de- 
scribed by Yossi Sarid. Lieute- 
nant Yehuda Meir, is one such. 

The situation in toe Golani and 
Givati brigades, and even more 
so the Border Guards, is very 


much worse than in the 
Armoured Corps, since in many 
instances orders gives by officers 
to the soldiers are not being 
obeyed — to toe satisfaction of 
toe sector commander and his 
staff. Military discipline appears 
to have broken down completely 
in these unite, which are now 
virtually useless for military pur- 
poses. 

Serious disaffection 

This development, which is 
being watched by both soldiers 
and officers of lower arid medium 
ranks in the elite units, is the 
main reason for toe protest move- 
ment which is developing inode 
the Israeli army. In addition to 
toe small Yesh Gvul movement. 


whose members refuse to serve in 
the territories and are being im- 
prisoned for their stand, .there 
exists a much bigger movement of 
thousands of soldiers and offic- 
ers, who, since they are mostly 
from toe elite units and the Israeli 
upper dass, have considerable 
importance. Because of their so- 
cial and military status the army 
’prefers not to antagonise them 
when they refuse to serve in the 
territories and either does riot call 
them up for reserve duty or in- 
vents jobs for them inside Israel. 
What, for example, is the Israeli 
army to do with a reserve officer 
in an elite unit who actually sat 
with toe present duef-of-staff oo 
their way to deal with toe hijack- 
ing at Entebbe and who now 
refuses, together with a majority 
of his unit, to serve in toe-territor- 
ies, (Hadashot, 17 March)? Put 
his on trial and give tort more 
publicity? The easy way out, 
which is being increasingly -fol- 
lowed, is not to caB up whole elite 
units which are regarded as “dis- 
affected"; toe same course is 
taken with many individuals in 





other units. This means that the 
burden of such service falls even 
more heavily on the otoer elite 
units, and there are already ex- 
amples of such units serving in 
the territories for over a hundred 
days a year. Their wives arc 
organising demonstrations 
against toe repetition of such a 
burden. 

The elite unite cannot be re- 
placed, even for. controlling the 
intifada, and certainly without 
them Israel could only fight a 
purely defensive war, and its 
usual strategy of rapid advance 
would have to be abandoned. 
There is a historical precedent, 

. one much smaller scale, from the 
last stage of toe siege of Beirut in 
1982, It is now dear that Sharon 
and his chief-of-staff, Rafael 
Eitaa, intended to take Beirut by 
storm. But by this time the dis- 
affection of the elite units and of 
some higher officers was much in 
evidence and they were afraid to 
mobilise a famous reserve elite 
brigade and other elite unite for 
this task. When Sharon tried, on 
31 July* to use the Golani brigade 
for thtspuipose. toe result was a 
fiasco, with heavy casualties and 
no advaace;SfcarOfl then opted 
instead for fierce carpet bombing 
at toe begin ning of August, which 
finally .aroused even President 
Reagan's anger. On a much lin- 
ger scale, smee the disaffection 
within the Israeli army is now 
much more serious, Shamir and 
Rabin are faced by toe same 
chcnce; they can increase enor- 
mously tire level of crude repres- 
sion, losing more and more of the 
army’s real military power in the 
process and increasing the protest 
. of toe militaiy elite, and of the 
upper dass — or they can seek 
peace_ '• 

AH the signs point to toe first 
alternative being adopted, not 
only by the patiodaos but by the 
army's top command as well. Nor 
should this surprise us; the army 
bas not learned anything from its 
Lebanese debacle, not even in 
purely, military affairs. The pre- 
sent military leadership of Israel 
is notoriously stupid. A current 
joke in Israel runs: “There is one 
• general who is so stupid that even 
. the other generate know that he is 
stupid". Against stupidity the 
gods themselves contend in vain. 
As in Lebanon v it will have to get 
worse before it gets better 
Middle East International, 
London. 
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The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jsbai Amman, near 
Ahhyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily U:fXF3:3t> 
p.m . 

fr.JO-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine in Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot is available 
Take away available 
Open daily 12.-0U- 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

V Tel: 861922 / 
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CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing ■ 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Sarbeque for 
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Come and taste our 
specialities. 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 

p.m. • - • ' j 
s. • 6:30 - Midnight / 
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TAIWAN TOUR ISMO 

Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q — 

. Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Tkbe-away service 

Open daily Noon - 3:30 p.m . 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Cirde 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

TeL 641093 
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Take away service 
available. 

Open Daily 12450-3.30 ph 
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publique et garantie aveg yt rrs de sa dette 

§a Qub de S ^ 

CONSUL DE COOPERATION^ * ra ^ I “ < ‘“ 

genuine demiiie a Amman la con^nl« E °?, £ ■ anno “^ M 
wa?i phamSn rtioman la constitution d one c omma - 

de cooidonner la. diplomatic des QuatoT ' 

-£g£ ^ r ?£ ti0 ? d !L CCA S ^fonKa 

StSSr^ntri^ > de ^eypte et du Y&nen du Nord 
d’mstituer entrc eux one «compi&nentarit£ dconomiaue et 

politique*, prend done fonne pen & pen. Lancee lore du 

^Te SnVf? min ?? e ® t des 6trang6res du 

*JS Jr.^ 4 Alexandra, la cooperation ditikuratique 

b,eC <fiscussions Piques <Wk capitLle 

J Marwan al-Kassem, le CoSSl a 
DQ tanm ient d&ad6 de ne parier que d’une seule vow, 
d6sonnais, dans toute bunion arabe ou autre. Unanimity 
qrn doit pr6valoxr en particulier sur le problfcroe de la 
guerre. Iran-Xrak, la crise au Liban et la question paleti- 

En ISRAEL, ce sont les deux grands partis du gouverae- 
njent.d union nanqnale, le Likond et les travaiBistes, qm 
sont parvenus h-un coinproxois dimanche. En conduant, k 
tine large majority, un accord reppelant que ^’initiative de 
paix» est «tou jours en vigueur*, les mmistres des dmi-g 
formations se sont dgalement prononedes centre la dissolu- 
tton du cabinet. La crise politique repouss6e, an moins k 
court tenne. Tel Aviv s’est retronvde presque a asBttd t 
confront£e a i’offensive de POLP, dont le num6ro un, 
Yasser Arafat, a affirnte ce week-end qn’une rencontre 
oirecte s’dtait produite entre «un membre du comrtd central 
de l’OLP et un membre du Likoud, mandate par Shamir *. 
Interrog6 par le quotidien italien <Q Message ro», Yasser 
Arafat ajoute par ailleurs qu’un autre contact «tout 
rdcent», a en lieu «dans les territoires occup&» entre le 



informations viennent contredire 1’ intransigence tou jours 
rdpdtde du chef du Likoud ^ rencontre de tout dialogue 
avec la centrale palestimenne, qii’il refuse de considdrer 
comme representative. des habitants de Cisjordanie et de 
Gaza. Elle place le premier ministre israfilien dans une 
position dejh rendue mconfortable par la poldmique 
engagde 3 y a une semaine par son ministre du Commerce 
et de l’lndustrie. Ariel Sharon avait notamment «d£nonc6» 
ses « contacts secrets avec des personnalitds palestmiennes 
des tenitoires occup6s>. (D’aprfes agences). 


EN BREF 


TawjihL 63,97% des 40.355 Steves du secondaire, qni out pass6 leur 
examen de fin d’dtudes, ontdSerodte le cfiplflme. 18.000 dtodiants 
inscrits ne se sont pas prfisentes aux fipreuves. La section Infinnerie 
(400 candidats) enregistre le meilleur taux de rgussite avec 79,2%, 
tandis que ie cursus commensal (4.581 candidats) est lanteme rouge 
avec seidement. 54,5%. Les Steves recalls jspurront repasser tout ou 
paitie des 6preuves Faunas prochaine. 

Partement earop&n. LTsspagne a d&rodte mardi la prgsidence du 
Parlcment emopien de Strasbourg. Enrique Baron, 45 ans, a 6t6 flu 
avec 301 des 475 voix, dt& le premier tour, pennettant k lTEspaj 


d’acoSderau perchoir po or la premterefois depots son entree dans la 
comimmaute europdenne, enl£86. Enrique Baron, an den ministre 
des Transports et du- Tourisme de FeEpe Gonzalez, a bfrteficte de 
1'accord entre socialists ,et dfmocrata-dirttiens, les deux porind- 
pales formations do- ParlcmenL 

Jeunesse. 500 jeunes, venhs de 80 pays des dnq continents, out 
adopts dimanche & Strasbourg une ^Declaration uniyerselle dela 
Jeunesse», pr6sent6e oomme.une proposition de mise k jour de la 
Declaration des droits deTHomme, aaopt£e le 26 aotit 1789 pendant 
ia Revolution fraiiqaise. Ge document consacrenine large place aux 
« droits nouveaux», notamment poor les handicap6s et Les minoritds, 
mais aussi poor les femmes- et les enfants. Les auteurs de cette 
proposition s'dtaient rdums k l’initiative deT Association pour la 
Declaration du 26 aoflt 1989, AD89, et souhaitent voir figurer de 
nouveaux droits dans une Dedaratioh dex droits deTHomme du 
troisteme miltenaire. 

p^troJe. La France a imports deux fins pins de pStrole saoudien an 
cours des dnq premiers mois de Tamtee. Les importations en 

Vi ' ‘ " ' * — 


provenance de TArabie Saoudite out angmente de 59% pour 
atteindre 5,47 millions de tonnes, alors que les achats globanx de 
p6trole brut sont en baisse de 2,4% dans rHexagone par rapport au 
debut de Tann6e dermfere. 

Hitler et Stalins. L'Umon Sovidtiqne a recomra, dimanche, 
offideQement et pour la premtere fois, Texktence cTun pacte secret 
sur le partage de 1’Europe entre Hitler et StaKne, lore d’une Emission 
de la deuxiftme chaine ouest- allemandc , qui sera rfiffos£e ddbut aofit 
en URSS. Valentin FaKn, chef da dfipartement des Affaires 
internationales du Comity Central et audert ambassademh Bonn, a 
no tam ment declare au cours de l'6missionr «sur F existence (Tun 
protocole additionhel secret, fl n*y a aucun doute*. Cette reconnaiss- 
ance intervient alors que les Etate baites rfidament actuellement son 
annulad’on. 

Tour de France. L’Antericain Greg Lemond, ctejfi victorieux en 

1986 a remportd dimanche, pour la deuxteme ftris de sa carnbre, le 

tour 'de France cyclist e, aprts son snccSs dans la 21&ne ftape, un 
contre-la-mootre de 24 km entre Vereaffles et Pans. Greg jUmond, 
28 ans, a finalement devanc4 le prudent m^lot 
Laurent Fienon, de 8 secondes senlewent, sort le plus pent Scratde 
fS tour de Fnmce la v.cK,.re esl 

revenue a la franqaise Jeannie Longo- 

Londres a soif. Un denri-milUon dhabitants de la ^esu^«t de - 
Ijoadres sont privds d’eau depms phis (Tune semaine et pouxTaiemle 

et les Londonniens doivent m to,e parfols 6dre 
bouillir l’ean avant de la bone. 

export6s m torit6& et deux peisonnes out 6t6 

du ways, a 6t6 g^^^^re soie, mrS6s de pierres 

Les tape, m n i lords de rials fun dollard vant 


Mona Saoiidi, sculptrice 


Les artistes, responsables de la culture 


Les Jordaniens n’aDant pas a Tart, 

Part dmt alter & la rencontre des Jordaniens. 
VoD& presque la “devise” de Mona Saoodi. 
Une devise que la sculptrice, 
instance & Amman 
apres des etudes d Paris 
et un long sgjour an liban, 

■ a bien des difficult^s k mettre 
en application. 

Sa sculpture pour l’lnstitnt du monde arabe, 
ses expositions dans le Gotfe, 
ans Etats-Ums on en Asie, 

Pont rendue pins ceUbre a l’etranger 
que dans le royaume. 



Mona Saowfl et Fane des o e uv re s qn'elk soahahait realises poor Amman Ift drmte); marbrr blanc pour I ’IMA 
(u centre), et <4 Crolfisaiice*', marbre, 1983. 


Une sculpture piastre au beau 
mflien d'un cul dc sac en fonne de 
rond-point indique le dhentin. 
Cest a, an fond (Tune petite 
impasse, proche du deuxteme 
cerde de Djebe! Amman, que vir 
ert travaille Mona Saoodi. Une 
mzrisoo noyde dans la verdnre, un 
jardin encombrd de poteries, de 
blocs de piene qui m&nent k 
FateHer, ofi pluueurs oeuvres 
attendent encore Fnltime coop de 
ciseau ou le polissage... 

En entrant dans la villa, Ie 
viateur se retrouve dans one 
pi dee couverte >de dessins et de 
photographies de sculptures. Un 
peu plus loin, s’ouvre on salon 
baignd de Sumiere, oh sont ex- 
poses une vingtaine de sculp- 
tures abstraites, fusifbnnes ou 
ovoides pour la plupart, tailldes 
dans presqu'autant de pierres dif- 
Krentes, rouges, noires, vertes... 



“La. Mire el rEn&nt”, 1979. 


Parmi elles figure un c&Icaire, 
aux formes nunassdes, aux lignes 
donees et galbdes, intitulde 
“Mdre-Terre”, rdalisde en 1965. 
“Cest ou bloc que j’ai trouvd & 
Paris et que j’ai sculptd alors que 
j’dtais k T dcole des Beaux- Arts”, 
se souvient-eUe. L’oeuvre porte 
ddj‘i la marque de Fartiste, son 
gofit pour les dtudes dpnrdes, 
longiformes, dddides k une thd- 
matique presqu’exclusivement 
consaerde k la naissance, k la 
fertilitd, k la croissance. “J’avais 
one vingtaine d’anndes quand je 
i'ai erdde, se souvient Mona 
Saoudi. j’avais la sculpture dans 
la peau depuis Fflge de 4 ou 5 
ans.” 

Secrttement 

Nde k Amman en 1945, elle se 
passionne en effet dds sa prime 
enfance pour les statues qu’eJIe 
ddcouvre dans la citd antique,. 
“Nous habition k c6td des 
thermes et du tbddtre remains. 
Nous vivions entourds par des 
sculptures. Je me rappeUe avoir 
joud pendant des heures et des 
jours dans i'amphithd^tre, au 
point d'dtre ddcidde dds le ddbut 
des anndes 50, k devenir artiste et 
si possible sculptrice”. 

D hu fandra cependant atten- 
dre encore une bonne ddeennie 
avant de pouvoir prendre ses 
premidres lemons de dessin. **A 
Fdpoque, il n'y avait rien. Je lisais 
les journaux et je collectionnais 
les rates articles consacrds a Fart. 
Un jour, j'ai appris le retour en 


Jordanie du peintre Mohan a Dur- 
ra. Cdtait en 1959 ou 1960. II 
annoncait qu’il aJiait donner des 
cours k Amman”. Secrdtement, 
Mona se mit k quitter la maison 
farniliaJe poor apprendre le de- 
ssin. “Mon pdre, qui dtait 
croyant, n’aurait jamais admis 
que sa fille se prenne d'envie 
pour une profession artistique’’, 
souligne-t-elle. 

Son avenir, pourtant, est en 
train de se sceller. Des tors. 
Mona Saoudi se met en tete de 
faire des dtudes k Paris. “C’dtait 
la capitals de Fart”, affirme-t- 
elle. Reste k d la borer un plan 
d ’action. ‘Tai ddridd de finir mes 
dtudes secondaires k Beyrouth, 
oh j’ai prdsentd, par la meme 
occasion, ma premiere exposition 
de dessins en 1963”. Son ddsir 
d’embrasser la carridre artistique 
se renforce encore dorant cette 
pdriode, au cours de la laquel le 
elle rencontre des sculpteurs liba- 
nais, dont Michel Basbousse. 

Son baccalaurdat en poche. 
Mona prend son billet pour la 
France. Elle a 18 ans. Plutot que 
Favion, elle choisit de prendre la 
voie des mers. “Pour dprouver la 
concrdtisation de mon reve, 
avoue-t-eile. Je ne parlais pas un 
mot de frangais, et je n’avais que 
i’adresse d’un peintre (ibanais k 
Paris”. Sa passion Femportera 
sur les obstacles linguistique et 
culturel. 

Fdvrier 1964 : elle ddcouvre “la 
capitale des arts”... la pluie el le 
froid. “Pendant deux semaines, 
j’ai marchd dans la ville. Pour 


sentir I’atmosphdre. les gens, 
avant d’entrer en auditeur libre 
aux Beaux-Arts”. L’annee 
suivante, Mona Saoudi passe 
avec succds le concours d’entree. 
“J’ai ecrit une longue lettre a 
mon pdre pour iui expliquer mon 
choix de vie. II Fa accepte. me 
demandant implement de re- 
venir plus tard en Jordanie". 

Mona restera en France jus- 
qu’en 1968. Les evdnements du 
mois de mai, apres la guerre 
isra61o-aratoe de 1967. jouerom 
un r6le determinant dans Fo- 
rientation qu’elle donne alors a 
son oeuvre. “Je suis ren tree a 
Amman avec une conscience 
politique, confie-t-elle. avec 
l’idde de mettre i’art au service de 
tous”. 

Une conscience qui la pousse k 
travailler. dds son retour, dans Ie 
camp de refugids palestiniens de 
Baqa, au nord de la capitate. Et 
plus prdcisemmeni. avec les en- 
fants. Un an plus tard. apres 
Favortement de son projet de 
creation d’un centre artistique 
pour les jeunes. elle prdftre re- 
toumer au Liban. ou elle restera 
jusqu’en 1983. 

Un# affaire publique 

Dds son retour, Mona Saoudi 
cheiche k promouvoir la sculp- 
ture monumentale. “J’ai sollicitd 
les autoritds afin de erder des 
oeuvres pour la ville. Parce que je 
crois que Fart est une affaire 
publique, une occasion de rdf- 
ldchir”. Convaincue, elle propose 


ses “services” k la Petra Bank, 
qui se rnontre receptive k son 
projet. Ainsi est nde '’Croiss- 
ance”, une sculpture que la muni- 
palitd installe au centre du six- 
idtne cerde en 1983. 

Mona est satisfaite. "J'ai erdd 
ce que je voulais, sans contraime, 
et Femplacement dtait mervcil- 
leux”. L’artiste ddchanteru 
rapidemem. En 1987, la trans- 
formation du carrefour et In- 
stallation de feux circulation 
transporteront son oeuvre pres 
du troisidme cerde, sur la route 
du moukhabarat. “C a n’ avail 
plus aucun sens, se plaint-eile. 
Ma sculpture s’est retrouvee sur 
le bas-c6td. perdue dans les 
poteaux elect riques. mon tee sur 
un socle trop haut. Dans un pays 
qui respecie Fan. j’aurais engage 
un proeds”, prdcise-t-elle. 

Ses ddboires ne font alors que 
commencer. Malgrd deux autres 
commanded de la Petra Bank, 
installdes devant le sidge dc 
I’etablissemem bancaire a Wadi 
Saqra. et la rdalisation du “Cycle 
des sept jours” pour Funiversitd 
du Yarmouk en 1985. elle se 
retrouve en conflit avec la ville 
d’Amman. qui lui demande “des 
cafetidres pour toute sculpture”. 
Ce qu’elle refuse au non de “la 
liberte de creation”. Quant A la 
vente de ses oeuvres en Jordanie. 
rien n'y fait. “Je n’ai travailld 
qu’une seule fois pour Fdpouse de 
Zeid Ben Chaker. poursuii-elle. 
C’6rait en 1983. La meme annee. 
j’ai fait ma premtere et demtere 
exposition a Amman. Je n’ai rien 


vendu”. 

Situation plutdt cocasse: Mona 
Saoudi a bhti sa reputation 6 
I’etranger. A Washington, oil elle 
a exposd en 1985. ou encore k 
Koweit en 19S6. Ses oeuvTes ont 
dgalement voyagd au Japon. 
avant que ne se concretise la 
proposition de I'lnstitut du 
monde arabe (IMA1 a Paris. J'ai 
sculpt^ un grand bloc de marbre 
blanc pour FIMA, en Italie. 
C'etait un don de la Jordanie. et il 
a fallu que je me debrouilie seule 
pour le financer", souligne-t-elle. 

Isolde dans son travail, die 
estime etre suffisammem "solide 
pour tenir malgri tout en Jorda- 
nie”. Depuis 4 ans. la sculptrice 
jordanienne 3 antenage son re- 
paire i Djebel Amman, aprfrs 
avoir quirts Djebel Weibdeh. ou 
die s’etait etablie en 1 983. “Mon 
premier atelier eiait trap exigu. 
J'ai gugn6 un peu d’espace. mais 
id je ne peux pas travailler en 
rouie liberie, Les voisins se plaig- 
nent du bruit”, precisc-t-dle. 

Pousste par le besoin de trous- 
er enfin Fendroit “ideaF*. Mona 
Saoudi a cnirepris dc con>tniirc 
sa propre maison. a la periphere 
du vieux village d’Abdoun. Plu> 
encore: die carevse Fidec d'y 
er^cr une veritable "cite des 
artistes”. "J'espilre p*ouvoir m’m- 
s taller la-has dd» le mois J’oc- 
tobre prochain . Dans un premier 
temps, j'y aurai ma mjison. mon 
atelier et une petite sallc d'e- 
x posit ions temporal res. ouverie 
aux artistes arabes. A ternie. 
j'aimerais o>nsiruire J'autres ate- 
liers. puis un vrai musce perma- 
nent" 

Initiative enlierement privee. 
son projet beneficie du sou tier.: 
de quclques jmis eenvams. pcin- 
tres et sculpteurs des autres pass 
arabes. "Ils m’ont donne chacun 
une ou plusieurs oeuvres que je 
vends pour financer la realisation 
de cc complexc artistique". 

Fidde 5 ses convictions. Mona 
Saoudi reve memo d'une 
cooperation avec les artisans 
d'Abdoun. "La sculpture a be- 
soin d'espace”. conclut-dle. 

Alain Renon. 


Planetes 

L’etoile du Bicentenaire 


Parmi Les trts nombrenses man- 
ifestations qni entourent le bteen- 
touire de la Rivofution Fran^aise 
la pins dtomiaBte est sans doute 
ce&e.argaaisfe k partir de la 
d6coaverte d’ane «Eto3e da 
Bkahuire*, Gamma Boo, dont 
le rayooneaMBt nent de toother 
notre planite et a mis, prtcis6- 
meot, deux stedes i nous parve- 
air 9 ces 200 ans qoi nous s6pamtt 
de 1789. 

Depuis tou jours 1’homme en- 
tretient une relation privitegi6e 
avec la voftte ctileste: Fdtcale 
polaire qui guidait autrefois les. 
voyageurs k travers les deserts ou 
les oedans, l’dtoile des Rois 
Mages, et josqu’i ce «nuage de 
MageDam* auquel les bommes 
ont denote le nom du premier des 
grands naviga tears, celui qui en- 


trepris pour la premibre fois le 
tour du monde. Aujourd’hui, on 
vient de d6 teeter et de photo- 
graphier pour la premtere fois 
Hans la Constellation du Bouvier, 
non loin de la Grande Ours, une 
6toile trfis brillante, identifiable & 
Foefl uu et sititee k 200 amtees- 
hnntere de la Terre. 

Cest nne invitation k voyager 
Hans le temps. Ainsi, si nons 
pouvioos nous transporter instan- 
tanfenent sur un astre dont la 
huniire met 3.000 ans pour nous 
.parvenir et en adznettant 6videm- 
ment qu’on pirisse voir la surface 
de la Terre, on d6couvrirait les 
civilisations de cette 6goque, en 
Egypte, en Inde, en Chine. S’il 
s’agissait d'une planbte plus 
proche, une ^lanfite dont la 
lumidre 

pie, pour atteindre 


met miOe ans, par exem- 
la Terre, on 


pourrait voir les d6buts de Fhis^ 
toire mode rue en Europe, au 
Proche-Orient. Avec Gamma 
Boo e’est 1’histoire toute rticente 
qu’on d6couvrirait: 200 ans k 
peine! L’6poque de la Revolution 
Franqaise... 

Est-ce k dire que cette gtoile 
est k efitfi? Elle est quand meme k 
1.892.200 milliards de kilometres 
de la Terre (la vitesse de la 
hunibre fitant de 300.000 km par 
seconde). Par rapport k elle, Ie 
soleil parait tout proebe: sa 
himifcre met huit minutes k nous 
parvenir. S’il s’dtdgnait on ne le 
saurait que 8 minutes plus tard. 

Quant k la Lone, on peut la 
toucher du doigt: elle est k une 
seconde-Jumtere de la Terre. Au 
deli du systems solaire e’est 
Alpha du Centaure qui est l'6totie 


la plus proche de la Teire (4 
anndes-lumterc). L’etoile Polaire 
est 400 fois plus doignee: 465 
anndes-lumidre. Quant aux li- 
mites de Funivers observable, 
elles sont situ6es aujourd’hui k 3 
milliards d’ann6es-lumidre. A 
raison de 300.000 km par 
seconde, e’est une distance qui 
decourage Fimagination. 

Precisions sur cette 6toile du 
Bicentenaire: elle a une magni- 
tude de 3,03. Elle est a g6e de 2 
milliards d’anndes, et de couleur 
blanche. Sa taille est de 1.390.000 
km de diamdtre, soit deux fois 
plus que le soleil. Sa temperature 
est de 8.000°C (au lieu de 500°C 
pour Ie soleil). Eile est composde 
prindpalement d’bydrogdne et 
d’hdlium. 

Patrick Olivier. 


Sondage 

“le Jourdain” et vous 

Vons connatssez le supplement hebdomadaiie en frangais du 
"Jordan Thne”. Lancd 2 y a phis d'un an, “Le Jourdain” souhaite 
savoir ce que vons pensez de lui et les suggestions (rubriques, sujets 
traites ou k traiter...) que vous jugerez bon de lui faire. Nous vous 
invitons pour cela k r6pondre au mini questionnaire que nous vous 
proposons. 


Bardot, La c6tebrc actrice fran§aise, Bripttt Bardot,. qui ie 
STplusieurs anndes * 

i’avSrfaJt castrer un fine sans Faccord <te sonpropndtmre. 
TelLiivet un indnstriel frangais ycusm de l’actace k 
™ a^tit son flue Charfy Bnmtfo Bantot, en mai 
SSantson absence. Selon sa version, 2 a decouvert k son 

avec insistance Mimosa, 1 anesse de B-B. 



1 /£tes-vozzs (a) : 

Joidamen. 

Ransais. 

Autre natiooalite (Prtdsez laqneBe) - 

2 / Ueez-was “ Le Jourdain” (a): 

RegultercznenL 
De temps en temps. 

3 1 Esdraez-vous: . ^ 

Les informations internationales (a) — sm s fa i s antes / msumsantes. 

•Les sujets sur la Jordanie satisfaisants / insuffisants. 

4 / Qne sanque-t-fl an “jonrifaia” sdou roes (b): 


S/Seriaws ^fatfastefe) par une page qnolkfiai ne a frmnab dm le 
“Jordan Times” (ch I 


20 6tudiants du CCF £ Paris 

Marathon touristique 



Mots croises 


par floreorr MoaleD 


AECDEFGHi 


J 



Horuontalement. 

I: reptesentations. 2: indigo£s. 3: 
SJe franqaise; qui a uu gros veutre. 
4: filfrvent. 5: forme d’avoir; adjec- 
tif possessif; pr6c is. 6: sacrifices: 7: 
negation: a vu le jour: pronom 
personnel. 8: longue pdriode; 
iprouves. 9t Jes soevrs des parents: 
enleve. 10: speciality; ^valuer. 

( Solution en bas de page) 


Verticaleuient. 

A: rap ide et imptevu. B: forme de 
pouvoir; feras des vers, c: existcr; 
proposition. D: SaJade; pronom. E: 
Oquerre; oochonnerics. F: d^vjdoir 
pour tirer la soie des cocons; point 
cardinal. G: ptfriodes. H: pas 
rapjdes: inseparable de Jeny. J: 
sur les £paules. J: iso les; erodrr. 


6 /Lst-ce qae <( Le Jourdahi” lep rtse u te ub support puhUcfadre fat&es- j 

nnt: 


oAf. io 758 millions ue u«uw ; 

Sir i la vente ans de voitjires de coDechon 

rar Sotheby. Un pnx jamas atremt. purr un 
* ^wotes londouiemie k Monaco. Cette 

P*f phis belle du nu»de Jtasqu’eBe fit son : 

^ r'^llSkwfSeniationflle de votures de Bedinesil935, 

^ CXP ^TSar^and parisjen. Elle avaSt 6t6 estmtee k 15 

per les erpede. 


d 


(a) Rayez ks moations inwfles. 

(b) Rubriques de sujets (politique, culture, soa6t6, sport.-), photos, jeto... 

W On par use antic formula. Dtoffice votre rfpoose. 

Re tunr nct. k qnestfo n natre ft : Alain Reoon, lords Ttoes, French section. 
Uaimtily Road, P.O. Bax 6710, Amman. 


La Tout Eiffel, le Louvre, I'lnstitut du monde arabe, la Cite des 
sciences de la VQlette, Notre-Dame, le mns£e d’Orsay, les Tulleries, 
Versaffles... En deux semaiues k peine, du 27 juin au 8 juillet, 
dix-huit dtndiantes et deux Icudiants du Centre culturel frangais ont 
sfflomte Paris, en long et en large. Touristes marathoniens auxquels 
le CCF avait propose ce premier voyage en France. «Et pour pas 
cher, remarque i’un d’eux, puisqu’on n’a pay£ que 420 dinars par 
personae, billets d’avion, hfibergement et demie pension compns». 
Log6s k 1’Ecole Centrale de Chatenay, dans la proche banlieue, ils et 
elles ont vagabond^ dans les rues de la capitale, avec upe predilection 
pour les Champs-EIys£es et le quartier des Halles. Si les jardins du 
Chilean de Versailles ont fait l' nnanimi te. les avis ont 6te tr&s 
partag& sur le centre Pompidou et ses «ii&nxenses chemindes». 
Quant aux contacts avec les Parisians... «Les gens ne sont pas trds 
sympathiques, estiment-iis. Us sont toujours presses et rarement 
sourian ts. MSme quand nous chantioos dans le utetro ou dans la. 
rue>. Exception: la Butte Montmartre. «C6tait dmouvant, se 
souvient one dtndiante. Lk-haut, ce sont les gens qui font le lieu, pas 
Pinverse». 


A L AFFICHE 


CINEMA 


THE THREE HOR5ES RES. 

THE THREE HORSES RESTAURANT est heureux de vous 
annoncer qu'ii propose d6sormais un Couscous Royal 
dans sa carte du dimanche, £ partir du 30 juillet, pour 3,5 
dinars (verre de vfn compris). Un nouveau plat tradition- 
nel, qui s'ajoute a sa sp6cialit£: la Fondue Bourguig- 
nonne, 

THE THREE HORSES, Se cerde, on face de I’hdtel 
Salnt-Roch. Reservations au 825892. 


E.T., de Steven Spielberg, avec Dee 
Wallace, Henry Thomas. Peier 
Coyote, Robert Macnaughton ct 
Drew Barrymore, Trois bambins 
(teoouvrenl un exiraterrestre (sym- 
pa), en font leur ami et Faident k 
regagner sa plan&te conue I ‘avis du 
gouveroement, des stientifiques et du 
pema gone ztuois. 

Centre — rfrtnrin, Jcwfi 27 el dt a i na chr 30 
j&flkt I I9&90 (re angbb). 

Chte-dub. Suite et Gu, jusqu'au 31 
juillet. du mois des festivals euro* 
pdeos du cutema. Stances respective- 
meat k 13b00, J5h00, 17h00. 19b00 et 
21600. 

JeocB 27: Mona Lisa; Treasure of Sierra 
Madie: La BaniDe d’AJger, Allanlic Gty. 
Vendredl 28: A fish called Wanda; Les 
UaixKS dugereuses (veraon amerkaioe): 

dnkbra of Lesser God: KiDiiig fids; The 
kiss of the spider woman. 

S&medl Zh Yol; Gandhi; Streets or fire; 
MCagro, Bean field; The sfaout. 

30: Warriors; Fitzgaraldo; The 


last emperor; Shy people: Day* of Heaven. 
Land! 31: Zorba le Grcc; Taxi driver: 
Places in the heart: Le Nom de la row; 
John and Mary . 

Mardi kr mAI: Camelotc: Beni your 
wagon; Greece; Saturday night fever; 
Fame. 

Mcrcndl 2: Chorus line: West side story: 
Fond of music; Warriors; Amcdcus. 
Films en venian originate. Tft 603901. 
Rome dc rnnlversW. a drottc aprts I’bAtel 
Jerusalem pub premtere i gauche, 360 tn- 

TELEVSSION 

Un echec de Maigret, dans Ie cadre 
des enqiteles du calibre perso image 
de Georges Simeoon, realise par Gil- 
Jes Katz, avec Jean Richard. Francois 
Cadet et Catherine Rouvel. Uu grand 
patron d‘une chaine de boucheries 
demande k etre proteg* par la police 
aprds avoir refu plusicurs lctires 
anonymes de menaces. II est assassin6 
i son domicile. En menant Feoqugte, 
Maigret ddcouvre que Findustriei 
dtait ddteste par tout sou entourage ei 
se retrouve face k une multitude 
ddcourageame de suspects... 

JTV, vendredl 28 Jnfltet ft 17h30. 


Solution des mots croisds 


Horizon talement. 

1: spectacles. 2: outrds. 3: R6; 
pansu. 4: dresseot 5: ai; u; acts. 
6: immol6es. 7: ne: n£; to. 8: ere; 
testes. 9i tames; dte. 10: es; 

estimer. 


Verticalemeiit. 

A: soudaiaete. B: pu; rimeras. C; 
fitre; ea. D: cresson; ic. E: tfi- 
saletfe. F: aspe; est. G: annfies. B; 
lernes; Tom 1: tete. J: seuls; user 
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Palestinians — crucifixion resurrection and indestructible spirits 


By Sana Atiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

From Beirut to Jeru- 
salem 

By Dr. Swee Chai Aug 
Grafton Books, 1989 


“BODIES piled pn top of each 
other — mutiiated bodies, 
with arms chopped off- Moated 
decaying bodies that had 
obviously died a day or two 
before. Bodies whose limbs 
were still tied to bits of wires, 
and bodies which bore marks 
of having been beaten up be- 
fore their murder. Bodies of 
children — little girls and boys 
— and women and old men. 
Some bodies lay in blood that 
was still red. others in pools of 
brownish black fluid. Bodies 
of women with clothes re- 
moved, but too mutilated to 
tell whether they are sexually 
assaulted or just tortured to 
death ... I started to cry ... 
besides being shot dead, peo- 
ple were tortured before being 
killed. They were beaten bru- 
tally, electric wires were tied 
round limbs, eyes were dug 
out, women were raped, often 
more than once, children were 
dy nami ted alive. Looking at 
all the broken bodies, I began 
to think that those who bad 
died quickly were the lucky 
ones.” 

This is a testimony about the 
Sabra and Sbatila massacre of 
1982 documented in Dr. Swee 
Chai Ang's book From Beirut 
to Jerusalem, which will be 
released soon in local book- 
stores. In her memoirs Ang, 
an orthopaedic surgeon from 
Singapore living in Britain, 
who works with the British 
charity organisation. Medical 
Aid for Palestinians (MAP), 
depicts her experiences with 
Palestinians in the refugee 
camps of Beirut in a very 
straight-forward, honest and 
human manner. 

Because she is a surgeon 
Ang is able to depict her ex- 
periences with suffering 


Palestinians in a credible and 
sincere way, and does not 
“romanticise” the Palestinian 
struggle as most writers — 
including non-fiction writers 
— tend to do when writing 
about this issue. When reading 
Ang’s book one gets the feel- 
ing that she is addressing the 
reader personally, hoping 
there might be some under- 
standing as to what is happen- 
ing to Palestinian refugees in 
Lebanon. 

Book review 

When Ang began her work 
with Palestinians in 1982, she 
had the notion that Palesti- 
nians were “terrorists”, 
although she knew that some 
were ordinary people who 
needed medical attention. It 
wa sn’t long before she learned 
otherwise, it took only a few 
days of being with Palestinians 
in Shatila refugee camp. A few 
weeks after she arrived, she 
became a witness to the horri- 
ble sights of the massacre. The 
experience left a mark on the 
doctor that would enable her 
to continue and escalate her 
devotion to helping Palesti- 
nians inside the camps and 
making their plight known to 
the world. 

Israel! responsibility 

Ang offers several factors 
and testimonies proving that 
the Israelis were responsible 
for the massacre. She says that 
it did not matter who actually 
pulled the trigger, but who 
directed and organised the op- 
eration. 

She writes: “It was meaning- 
less to say that they (Israelis) 
had nothing to do with the 
massacres, because the killings 
happened precisely as the 
Israelis invaded West Beirut 
with the declared intention of 
flushing out Palestinian ‘ter- 
rorists’ ... it was not obvious 
that the individuals who bad 
walked into the camps to 
slaughter their defenceless 


people were Israelis. So what? 
They took orders from the 
Israelis. They were fed on 
Israeli food, and they read 
Israeli newspapers. They were 
mercenaries of the Israelis. 
The camps were illuminated at 
night by Israeli flares shot into 
the sky above them, so that the 
murderers could get on with 
their crimes.’* 

The doctor criticises the 
Western press for the way they 
dealt with the massacre in par- 
ticular and the Palestinian 
plight in general. She recalls 
that she sent her husband, 
Francis, a descriptive letter ab- 
out the situation of Palestinian 
refugees soon after the mas- 
sacre, and pleaded for help, 
yet received no response. Her 
husband managed to print the 
letter in the New Statesman in 
London, but “the British press 
was not interested in printing 
the letter as it had ‘no news 
value.’ Neither my foreign- 
sounding name, nor the suffer- 
ing of the survivors in the 
camps, a mere two weeks after 
the Sabra and Shatila mas- 
sacre, were of any news 
value,” she writes. 

Ang also notes that when 
she was in Jerusalem testifying 
before the Kahan Commis- 
sion, which investigated the 
Sabra and Shatila massacre, 
she told the press about the 
hardships that refugees were 
facing, but she was quoted 
only on something she thought 
was less important than the 
message she was trying to de- 
liver. She was quoted as saying 
that while she and the rest of 
the medical team were trying 
to save a handful of lives for 72 
hours non-stop at the Gaza 
hospital in Shatila, there were 
those outside being slaught- 
ered by the thousands. “If only 
I knew. I would have run into 
the streets and done something 
to try to stop it.” The message 
Ang wished to get across to the 
press was that there was still a 
lot that can be done fur the 
survivors of the massacre, 
since their living conditions 
were unbearable. This was 
ignored by die press. 




* .«r 



Orphans after the Sabra and Shatila massacre, in front of. 
the wall where their parents were murdered 


In another event, Ang re- 
calls when she and a nurse. 
Jill, who had also helped in the 
camps, were in New York giv- 
ing a press conference on the 
first anniversary of the Sabra 
and Sbatila massacre to talk 
about the massacre and 
Palestinian hardships. The two 
were accused by some unsym- 
pathetic journalists as waisting 
their time with stories of no 
news value. Although here 
Ang tries to be more pleasant 
about the press, she still does 
not relay this feeling about the 


Western press when she 
writes: “but, overall, it was a 
good press conference, and 
most of the African and Asian 
papers carried stories on the 
anniversary of the massacre.” 

Palestinian resiliency 

One theme that keeps aris- 
ing in Ang's book is the 
Palestinian ability to endure 
hardships, to construct after 
destruction and to rebuild 
their lives after they have been 


shattered. She notes that after 
the Ramadan camps war on 
refugees in 1985 by Shiite 
Amal militias, the Gaza hos- 
pital was almost totally des- 
troyed. 

“‘Doctora, never mind,' 
said my Palestinian friend. 
“We will prepare this hospital 
again. We wul wash the walls, 
bring in medicines and open 
this hospital again/’ I knew 
from the tone of his voice that 
he meant every word he said. I 
had also heard these words 
and seen them put into action 
at least twice before, in August 
1982 after the siege of Beirut, 
and in September 19S2 after 
the massacres. I often won- 
dered where these people got 
their strength from.” 

Palestinian optimism after 
destruction seems to emerge 
after every siege they survived 
in Lebanon, according to the 
author. Ang describes Shatila 
after the Ramadan siege as 
being festive, people singing, 
dancing and waving Palesti- 
nian flags and photos of the 
martyrs. Ang felt deep sadness 
because there was nothing 
around her except ruin and 
rubble, “...and so many had 
died, but yet today’s memorial 
was not a memorial of sorrow, 
but one of hope and triumph 
... then I realised that only a 
vision of victory could remove 
the pain of death, destruction 
and separation.” 

After working with Palesti- 
nians, Ang could only con- 
dude that these people who 
live in exile must return to 
their homeland in Palestine. 
Since 1948, Palestinians have 
been oppressed and humili- 
ated wherever they ended up. 
Ang describes the shelters 
where they stayed after the 
long aege by Amal militia that 
lasted for years as being very 
humiliat in g and the ultimate 
insult to any human life. 
(Ang’s colleague, Pauline Cut- 
ting wrote “Children of the 
Siege” about the camps war 
where Dr. Cutting was work- 
ing under the most difficult 
circumstances where not only 
medical necessities were rare. 


but where food and water , 
hardly existed).. 

“They had convened tents 
to houses, . they had. t inne d 
ramp s into exile townships. 
Now -their towtis were ' des- 
troyed. their identity was 
crushed, and they were forced 
to squat in these shelters,” the 
doctor writes. . 

The excuse by Israel is that 
there . is no room for Palesti- 
nians to Eve in Palestine is not 
accepted by Ang who grew up 
in Singapore, where the - 
population equals ' that - of 
Israel but where the area is 
much smaller. She also notes 
that there is Shatila camp of . 
300 square yards and houses . 
tens of thousands of . Palesti- 
nians. “If you want the room, 
you'll make it. So it's not a 
question of room, but one of 
an ideology of btoterance.” 
she says. 

Ang, who continues to give 
selflessly, was' awarded the 
Star of Palestine by PLQ chair- 
man Yasser Arafat for her 
dedicated work with Palesti- 
nians. She was a founder of 
MAP, a charity medical orga- 
nisation which relies heavily 
on volunteers who had to treat 
anyone regardless of race, reli- 
gion or colour. As she puts it 
in the book, there was already 
enough sectarianism in Leba- 
non, without foreign health 
workers making the divisions 
worse. , 

When MAP was establis h ed 
in London, Ang was happy 
about the way the British gave 
generously to help. She notes 
that after campaigning for the 
Palestinian suffering m the 


camps, money started to pour 
into MAP, especially from the 
poorest. The poor .elderly and 
unemployed gave-’ the most 
they could, because they felt 
that there were those who 
needed more attention than 
they did. 

From Beirut to Jerusalem 

Several months into the 
Palestinian uprising in occu- 
pied Palestine, Ang was the 
only orthopaedic surgeon who 


worked at a hospital in Goto 
trying to heal broken bo qm of 
children and youth inflicted %- 
Israeli soldiers- When tbe up- 
rising erupted in December 
1987, Palestinians in Shatife 
told her. that MAP must give 
-priority to the uprising, axtt 
wanted .an aid to go to tlfc 
occupied territories, even 
the expense of Shatila, where 
the Amal siege had still not 
been lifted after three ycats 
and where dare was extreme 
suffering . J 

She is currently campaigning 
to raise money fDr l MAP/$ 
order u stand by those nritftjr 
occupation dr those .living 
exile. She.will return to Ga» 
or tire "West Bank soon if tire 
Israeli authorities permit b^r 
to do so. Ang is outspoken anti 
makes sure sire delivers tire 
truth about jbe hardships Eaa- 
ingPalestinmnseveiywber^. 
something that cfispic&cs tl£ 
Israelis. . i 

Ang’s fofl-rtune support 
work for Palestinians 
be an example for evefyotfc 
who believes, in jwjticeKjan i 
basic human rights. In hi r 
book, Which was distributed i i 
parts of Europe and tire u.S , 
(and the money from foritioc t 
goes solely to MAP) sHti-sa] ► 
she learned 'about justicecftoi i 
the 'Palestinians of Shatih , 
which completely collapsed i i 
June 1988. It was those peop : 
who inspired her to stfuggl s 
for. a better world. 

She writes: “The fall Of Shi - 
Cfla was a blow to us aft/ Btft 
that .would not stifle the 1 
ing and demand for a Pal 
man homeland. In 3982;'!' 
witnessed the crudfixhra 
Palestinians in Beirut; Frofo- 
1985 to 1988, 1 had witnessed 
their resurrection. I had seen 
their indestructible spirit, *o dd- 
fendmg their dignity th£ 
besieged camps m. tebanoij. 
Today, they have carriecl'ihew 
struggle for their ex^tench 
back to their ancestral bStad* 
land ... Shatila lives in- thp 
hearts of everyone of us. One 
day, we will rebuild jt/mthb 
soil of the. JPalestimarv home- 
land.” ' , ’ ; 

- • : .it 
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Old Cairo revisited — with Hussein Kamal 
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By Katia Sabet 

CAIRO — It’s three o’clock in 
the afternoon, and the road that 
leads up to the Pyramids is a 
jungle of cars, buses, carts and 
trucks, churning up swirls of dust 
in the blinding sunlight. Over- 
worked policemen are trying to 
get the bottle-necked traffic mov- 
ing again, while hundreds of 
boisterous children, clad in 
school uniforms, pour out 
screaming and shouting onto the 
sidewalk. 

By contrast, the El Ahram 
studio — one of the oldest and 
most attractive to have been built 
in the heyday of the Egyptian 
cinema — is set in a quiet empty 
street, beneath a canopy of tail 
trees. 

It is here that Hussein Kama! is 
shooting the final scenes of his 
movie. “Borgouan's Alleyway.” 
starring Nabila Ebeid and Yous- 
sef Chaaban. The studio, its 
doors flung wide open, seems all 
but deserted in the sleepy after- 
noon sunshine. Nabila Ebeid is 
still in her dressing room, being 
made up for the final shoot of the 
film, which has just been released 
in Egypt and in several other 
Arab countries. 

For her role in this movie she 
has been made up to look like a 
gypsy, with a deeply tanned skin, 
her huge eyes darkly under-lined 
with kohl. Her bright red painted 
lips are parsed in a sulky pout. 
*Tm tired.” she complains ‘Tin 
not getting enough sleep.” 


She pulls down her low-cut 
neckline ro reveal an expanse of 
skin, the same tanned colour as 
her face. 

“Put a bit of powder on here,” 
she says to the make-up artist. 
Then she stands up, smooths her 
drcs£ down over her hips and 
knots of brightly coloured scarf 
over her rich mane of hair. The 
top of her dress has been ripped, 
revealing a bare shoulder. Hie 
skirt is tom and frayed. 

“In this film I play the role of a 
poor woman who works in a dye 
factory, one of those small old- 
fashioned places where they still 
dye skeins of wool in huge boiling 
vats,” she explained. *Ttn alone 
in the world; there are a lot of 
Ben after me, and I let myself be 
taken in by their compliments 
and honeyed phrases. 

“It’s a big change from the kind 
of role I usually play, especially 
one of my latest films, “Murder 
of a Schoolmistress’ (‘Echtial 
Mudarenesa*). But in both cases, 
fate seems to co aspire a gains t my 
happiness,” she added. 

Nabila drapes a tartan shawl 
around her shoulders and steps 
out of the dressing room, making 
her way across the deserted stu- 
dio's rambling gardens and its 
courtyards decorated with ornate 
fountains. 

The set where this last scene 
will be shot is right at the end, 
near the wall which borders the 
extensive grounds. Here the 
sounds of the city can be heard, 
giving the scene a greater air of 


realism. Up against a peeling wall 
some skeins of wool are being 
dried on bamboo poles. A coach- 
man is sleeping inside his 
cab and his well-fed bone is doz- 
ing. A small group of techni- 
cians is standing round Hussein 
Kamal’s wheelchair — he tore the 
ligaments of an ankle when he fell 
from the scaffolding of one of the 
sets during filming — and quietly 
listening to the instructions being 
handed out by the director. 

“I want a dancer,” he says. “A 
second-rate dancer. One of those 
overweight old women, the kind 
you only ever call when you are 
hard up for cash. Whatever you 
do, don’t bring me a tart who’s 
going to pot on too many airs. 
She’s not going to be part of the 
film. I just want to use her to fill a 
bole in the stage-set.” 

The others nod their beads, 
taking down notes. “Madame 
Nabila will make her entrance 
over there, carrying a tray with 
glasses of cordial,” continues 
Kama!. “It’s she who is going to 
attract all the catcalls and ap- 
plause. It is she who is going to 
dance and breathe some life into 
the wedding feast.” 

For the scene about to be shot 
is indeed a wedding banquet, and 
the filming is due to begin. Nabila 
Ebeid is sitting slightly to one 
tide, dressed in her dyer’s outfit, 
ail ripped and torn. She looks 
very tired. “I haven’t had enough 
sleep; I desperately need to get 
i rest,” she says, putting up a 
dark-skinned hand as she 


yawns politely. She is already 
steeped in the character of her 
role, tormented by destiny. It is 
her fourth fihn with Hussein 
Kamal and the first time she has 
played a woman from the work- 
ing classes. 

A photographer, a young man 
who looks new to the game, steps 
np to her. “A picture, Madame. 
Just one picture,” be begs- *Tve 
already told you that I don’t want 
anyone taking pictures of me. Do 
you want to see me a spread all 
over the magazines with a low 
neckline like this,” she retorts. 

In fact, only a puritan would 
consider the neckline shocking. 
Nabila plays her role with total 
self-assuredness, completely con- 
vincing as the type of woman 
whose innate eroticism stirs up 
trouble whenever there are men 
around. 

Iu this film, Nabila is playing 
the part of Zeinat, who has been 
robbed of all her money and 
abandoned by her drunkard bus- 
band. Sbe proves easy prey for 
one of the workers at the dye 
factory and even for the factory 
owner himself. Pregnant, sbe gets 
married off to a starving student, 
in order to save face. She falls 
madly in love with him, but he in 
turn is completely obsessed by a 
girl he has met at university; and 
the complicated tangle of rela- 
tionships is only just beginning. 
The film is based on the book, 
“The Daughters of Borgouan” 
(“Fatat el Borgouan”) by Ismail 


Walaeddine. 

“Yes, the Borgouan Alley- 
way... I love the alleyways of old 
Cairo,” says Hussein Kamal. “I 
love the old parts of the city. 
Take this man Borgouan, for 
example. He was an extremely 
rich officer in the royal household 
during the sixteenth century. He 
bought up a whole section of 
Cairo. The only thing that re- 
mains of him today is a plaque at 
the comer of a street, but what a 
rich pattern of history, traditions 
and memories be represents.’* 

“Hie alleyways of the old quar- 
ter of Cano is a microcosm, 
where the an dent customs and 
mores which greatly influence the 
character of our people even to- 
day are still very much alive,” he 
continued. “In these streets, al- 
ways swarming with people, soli- 
tude and indifference — the two 
scourges of modem-day sodety 
— simply don’t exist. The links 
between people are'as varied as 
tfaeya re intense; good and evO 
still have a human dimension. In 
these old quarters I can find 
subjects for my films which are a 
million miles away from the 
stereotypes of twentieth century 
sodety. 

“In the scenes I am shooting 
there is — bow can I explain it — 
a certain smell, just as each alley- 
way in old Cairo has its own 
particular smell — incense, 
cumin, sweat, filth, meat being 
grilled in the open air... By using 
images and colours I try to give 


an idea of these smells, this rich- 
ness of detail... the cracks in the 
old walls, the paddles of water 
between the uneven paving 
stones. It's an entire landscape, a 
human landscape. It’s almost as 
though it were something that 
had been breathed out by the 
men and women who are the 
characters in my films. There 
were are. That's what the Bor- 
gouan Alleyway means for me.” 
“My last films were very diffe- 
rent from all that,” he went on. 
“It’s been 15 years since I made a 
film about the working class 
areas. The last film I made along 
those tines was *We "Won’t Plant 
the Brambles’ (‘Ehna la n’ezra el 
Choc’), based on the novel by 
Youssef el Sebai. That’s going 
back a long way!” 

Today Kamal says he regrets 
straying from this land of setting 
for so long “My best films,- our 
best novels came out of the alley- 
ways of Old Cairo,” he said. 
“The Nobel Prize for Literature 
honoured our band of the popular 
quarters, Naguib Mahfouz; that 
was in a sense a type of recogni- 
tion of the very spirit of oar 
people, of our real roots.” 

For Nabfla Ebeid too, the fihn 
‘Borgouan’s Alleyway' is a re- 
velation because for the first time 
in her career she plays a ‘bent el 
hara’ — literally, a street-girl, 
though in colloquial Arabic the 
term is an affectionate one used 
to describe young girls who come 
from the same quarter. 

“She has already pro frayed 
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Hussein Kamal 

some interesting characters in ‘El 
azra’ oa el Char el Abiaf* (‘The 
Virgin and the White Hair 5 ) and 
‘Atini haza el Dawa’ (‘Give Me 
the Cure’) but this new character 
Zeinat should be a surprise for 
her public,” said Kamal, speak- 
ing of Nabila’s role in bis latest 
film. 

“As for me. I'm going bade to 
the old quarters; I want to ex- 
plore them; I’ve half a mind to go 
and live there to get to know 
them better,” be said. ‘Tm going 
to tell you a story. The other day, 
a friend of mine said to me: ‘I’ve 
just bought a friend for 3000 
(Egyptian) pounds ($1,200}/ I 
looked at him, horrified. ‘Yes,* 
he continued. Tve bought a com- 
puter. I talk to it. It talks to me, it 
gives me advice...’ That’s; what 
we have been reduced to. We sit 
ourselves down in front of a 
screen, we watch, we don’t 
speak, we don’t even argue any 


more. Even love is superficial, 
tainted with selfishness arid ^run-, 
of-the-rrrill considerations. We've 
turned mto machineSj- "-pieces of 
metal and -cement like the houses 
we live' in, bmlrfings without a 
soul. . The alleyway is still un- 
touched, by tins leprosy; ^.pover- 
ty protects it That’s why I love it. 
That’s wiry Tm making tljfy film.” 

A group of children' have 
dhnbed over the studio wall and 
are watching carefully,' trying to3* 
spot a famous face. ‘.But Nabila 
Ebeid has gone back to rest in her 
dressing room. Hussein Kpmal 
has once more gathered his staff 
around him. The scene -which was 
to have been shot this afternoon 
will instead be shot this Veiling. 
For a weddmg feasU '.it will be 
more fitting if if s 'filmed after 
dark. There is nothing 'to do but 
wait for sunset. It shouldn’t be 
long now_— World News Link. 


Catering to the very ‘reech’ 


By Cotiii McDowell 

M Bijan,” the immaculate 
man said, leaping into the 
i with all the confidence and 
e of the good fairy in a 
>. His flamboyance made my 
' d’you do” greeting seem 
lessly fuddy-duddy and 
, He gave me a curious, 
mg look as we sat down. I 
him much the same — or, 
r, I gave it to his tie. Bright 
pi and signed no less than 
times with the extravagant 
i flourish, it pulsated tnes- 
ally agains t his perfectly-cut 
chalk-stripe suit 
ve you ever noticed how all 
jptains of power and politics 
exactly the same when they 
ar on the television news, 
her they are American, 
iese, Chilean or Turkish? 
sed in suits so correct and 
■looking, wearing ties so ex- 
f knotted, they look almost 
rhnmanly perfect. The 

res are that the clothes came 

Bijan. 


His proud boast is that the 
1,500 most powerful men in the 
world come to him for their im- 
age. “Every month I am called by 
a couple of presidents and majes- 
ties.” (Bijan’s grasp of the subtle- 
ties of the English language fades 
as his excitement swells.) “Matter* 
of fact, I visited a majesty just a 
month ago. The relationship I 
have with these guys is very good 
because they are very reech and I 
am very reech and I understand 
them.” He gives me that sidelong 
look again. “You would not 
understand that because you are 
not as reech as us. I am successful 
with powerful mens all over the 
world because — I apologise to 
mention that again — but I am 
reech also." Point taken. 

Bijan was bom in Persia in 
1940 and be was reech even in his 
cradle. His father was an indus- 
trialist and could afford to send 
his reech little boy to Europe to 
be educated. That is where Bijan 
learned about style — in Italy 
particularly. He started working 
in men’s clothes there 25 years 


ago. It is 16 years since be opened 
ms establishment in Los Angeles 
to provide “something so chic, so 
elegant, so perfection for mens, 
tike couture for the ladies.” This 
was followed in 1983 by the open- 
ing of the store of stores in New 
York. 

“You never been in my show- 
room? That’s very pity, However 
..." I am full of apologies at my 
inadequacy. We continue talking. 
Suddenly: “I am not so 'appy that 
you don’t see with your own eyes 
my place. It took four or five 
million dollars to decorate each 
room. 1 gotta keep it ail ample 
but so that when David Rockefel- 
ler or Sinatra walks in they have 
to say: “Wow, Bijan! What you 
do*?” He smiles coyly. You know 
what I just put on the floor? Real 
leather wall-to-wall carpet. Sad- 
dle leather the best.” 

I venture to suggest that much 
of his success is due to his gim- 
micks. A calipb -flash of dis- 
approval. “Gimmick? I do not 
call that gimmick; you call it 
gimmi ck. I call it the exciting sort 


of thing. Listen, I design for mens 
who don’t need nothing. I have to 
exdte them. So I do crazy stuff, 
sometimes, just to be controver- 
sial. I done a Colt gun — ample 
but nice, you know, in gold and 
individually signed ‘Brian’. They 
go to the top 50 people.’’ He looks 
me up and down doubtfully. “I 
don’t know how well you know 
them ... anyways, you know 
them. You don’t know how well 
it feels when you get a call from 
Mis. Reagan. 

“G immi ck?" he comes back to 
the sore point, “listen, you want 
gimmick, I toil you. J did a line of 
clothes for Mr. Reagan recently 
to wear at his ranch when he’s 
relaxing and having fun. I did him 
some jeans, real chic. Fifteen 
dollar jeans lined with mink so 
that he could be more comfort- 
able. You should heard the out- 
cry! ‘Bijam jeans cost $18,000/ 
That sort of thing makes me real 
sad and angry. So I called up Mr. 
Reagan to talk about this non- 
sense publicity. But the beauty is, 
I always get the support from 



him. Hie fold me: ‘Bijan, don’t 
worry. We are happy with what 
done for ns/ That’s a good 


Bijan: ‘T done it so that people like yon can make yourself 
excited in that way.” 


. Bijan dearly gives those 15,000 
fop’ men a goodfeefing-. They 
spend real moncy witii him. At 
his prices, it is riot’ so difficult, to 
do. He tdaims' that his average 
customer- spends aboot/haZf a. 
million dollar each - year on 
clothes — jeweHerytomes extra. 
When you realise that one outfit 
can easily cost $8,000, it is not . 
ffifficoft to see wbyrHb jewettecy 
can push the bfll up very dramati- 
cally. Watches at- $125,000 are 
not especially out of the way. 

■He maintains that fab custom- 
ers are the “moat powerful , most 
(fifficolt, most reediest men in .. 
the WDrid.** He dresses 152 diffe- 
rent nationalities and . his fist in- 
cludes 16 presidents, six kings 
' arid mostof the worirTsleaders of 
industry. The very grandest farm 
an rimer core ox 500 viesy pri- 
vileged menVho are looked after 
by Bjjari personally. He is even 


courteous enough to travel to 
them if, as frequently happens, 
diplomatic problems make- it im- 
jposabie for them to visit thefs 
m New York- As be says: “ 
know them.alL” 



> The rewards have been 
Bijan has homes in Floi^^, 
.New .York rind Bel Air. «e 
travels in has private jet, andjhe 
collects cars and\pj*|qtinj 
Although be could never, soil j 
hands with ready-to-wear, he 
produced a delectabfe vW 
crumb for us: Bijan psrfunuM 
bow to foe masses, ^Jt '& 
ready to-wear," I « fold foe.. * 
done it sd that peopg lit$ jou 
ton make yourself excited in that 
way/’ Bijan would bptecto 
thought sex^t, so he.,h*$ 
produced a'fragrhnbs'rai: 
women. Both are aforab! 
foHarrods uaafo the end 
; and after that; mfohsctHl pi 


.to wen getting a 

feels tike tri be rich and 
. The - Guardian, 


it 
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By Mariam M. Shahin 

This week Mahmoud Taha talks to Focus on People about 
toe art of ceramics in Jo rdan * 

JORDAN, as other countries in the area that were at one 
point considered part of historic Greater Syria, has a 
tradition of -artistic creation in areas such as works of 
mosaic, carpentry and copper works. Fine arts, however, 
are relatively new in the area, according to one of Jordan’s 
better known ceramidsts, Mahmoud Taha. ■ 

Taha believes that/ ‘painting and cer ami cs were looked 
upon as a past time for die frivQous. Arabs In general did 
not look at Europe for an example because throughout the 
Middle ages European aits were glorifying religions sub- 
jects.- 

It was only at the beginning of this century that some 
students of art began going to Europe to study the how fine 
arts had evolved there, Taha says. Mahmoud Muhtar, the 
famous Egyptian sculptor, went to. Europe between the two 
world wars, and he encouraged others to go as well. At that 
time about 30 to 40 students of art went to Europe to study. 
They were mostly from Egypt, Syria, Lebanon and Iraq. 
When they returned to their respective countries they 
opened the first fine arts schools in this part of the world. 

Many of those early graduates tai^ibt Taha at the 
Baghdad Academy of Fine Arts from which he graduated 
in 1968. 

Taha insists that 40 or 50 years is a short time in the 
history of fine arts and that “we still have so much to learn. 
I, 20 years after receiving my. degree, am still learning 
about my craft.** He insists that the artists in Jordan and 
other Arab countries are- still ^technologically behind.** 
The fine aits — whether {minting, sculpturing or 
ceramics — are new forms of ait in Jordan. It is doubtful 
that only the non-availability of certain raw materials and 
equkmierit are hindering quicker advances in tins area of 
art. Taha talked about some other obstacles. 

He. says: “There are many factors that are hindering 
quicker advancements m- the arts in Jordan. One is 
definitely the soda! acceptability of the artist. When a 
young man or a young woman tell their families that they 
want to study ait, most parents express strong opposition. 
Both for social and economic reasons the study of art is not 
considered feasible by the vast majority of Jordanians. 

“Jordanian ami Palestinian families have stressed educa- 
tion for the past 40 years; they have also taught their 
childrea that financial success and self-sufficiency should be 
the outcome of their education.” 

Taha points out that “very often for the first four to six 
years an artist makes only 'debts and no money. Conse- 
quently, very few parents encourage their children to study 
art. Even those who could afford to support themselves for 
that period of time, usually don’t. The rich buy art; they 

rarely 'create it.” 

In Jordan it is “the educated middle class that tends to be 
the greatest art appredator. While -some buy pieces of art 
because they really understand and appreciate them others 
feel they must Jhave what the neighbours have. It becomes a 
status symbol tq buy from a given artist,” Taha says. 

W hile those who appreciate art do encourage more and 
better production of art works, “ultimately only the artist 
can reaOy encourage better art*,” according to Taha. 

He believes that the creation of more art schools is a 
necessity. “The earlier in life that a person or child is 
exposed to .art the better; they can appreciate a lot more 
later on.” ‘ 

Taha, who has taught fine arts to primary schoolchildren 
since 1968, insists that his childhood had a Jot to do with his 
creativity. “I used to make my own toys. There was no 
television and no radio. We had to entertain ourselves. It 
was certainly a very creative childhood.” 

Fb r over 20 years Taha has worked in his crowded and 
colourful workshop in label Luweibdeh, creating exotic 
ceramic murals, vases and sculptures. Only recently he 
stopped teaming fine arts at Jordanian private schools for 
lack ofi time. He teaches his hobby — Arab calligraphy — 
in the few spare hours he has and charges no fee. “It is my 
contribution to education of the next generation,” he says. 
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A respite for Palestinian children 


By Fhffippa Neave 

PARK — They filed into the 
lounge at Roissy airport, stood in 
a neat group and, dapping their 
hawk m nnkfwt, hftgm to awg 
“BSacfi,- BftadF’ — “My country, 
my country” — the Palestinian 
naticwffll anthem. Newly arrived 
from the occupied territories, 
these .thirty Palestinian dwhfoen 
were singing their thanks to the 
men, women and children waiting' 
there to welcome them. 

1 he youngsters, all aged be- 
tween 10 and 22, are in Fiance to 
spend a month’s vacation. Each 
of them will be hosted for a few 
days, with French families, ah of 
them with children p£ a snniiyr 
age, before beading off together 
for a three week stay at summer 


sir stay has ’ been made 
possible by tending from local 
authorities in the Paris region — ' 
all the host fimwliaa come f n n n 
this area. The France-Palestine 
Association, the organisation re- 
sponsible for arranging the trip, 
has raised donations to cover addi- 
tional costs of the month-long 
visit. 

As tiie Palestinian children sit 
quietly in die airport lounge, 
accepting the soft drinks tod 
cakes offered them by their new 
French playmates, their faces bet- 
ray signs of excitement mixed 
with apprehension. Not many of 
them Imew each other before 
setting off on their adventure. 

' Not one of them has.ever had the 
chance to experieru* a normal 
happy chSdhood. 

Some of these youngsters come 
from Bethlehem, others from 
Jerusalem, Nablus and refugee 
camps in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip. All of them were 
bon and raised under a nriBtaiy 
occupation and for the past 19 
months they have witnessed — 
and often taken part in — the 
daily unrest and violence of the 
Intifada/ the Pales tinian uprising 
in tite occupied territories. For ail 
of them, this win be their first 
glimpse of a country where peo- 
ple live together in peace and 
security. 

Thanks to the France-Palestine 
organisation, other children have 
already hid the same short taste 
of freedom before them- The 
project was started back in 2982, 
just after the Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon. The aim of the scheme 
is to give children a break from 
the tragedies of war, say organis- 
ers- ‘There have been some years 
when it hasn’t worked," said 


Francis Blaocfaet, the associa- 
tion’s president. “Last year, for 
example, the Israelis wouldn’t let 
die chQdien out because of die 
intifada. w This year, the author- 
ilia in Jerusalem allowed the 
children to leavejssuing each of 
diem with an Israeli travel pass. 

Under normal drcumstances 
the project involves two groups of 
children, one from the occupied 
territories and another from 
Palestinian refugee camps in 
Lebanon. This year, thirty chil- 
dren from Nahr El Bared and 
from Bcddawi, two camps in the 
Tripoli area of northern Leba- 
non, will also be spending a 
month's vacation in France. They 
are travdfing separately from the 
other group, and are scheduled to 
arrive a few days later. 

The children erf the Frendrhost 
families are called upon to play 
an active role in making the 
young Palestinian visitors feel at 
home. 

Said 11-year-old Steve Nocera: 
“I’m not worried about, not 
understanding each other. We 
can communicate with gestures. 
We want to . teach them our 
games, and they can teach .us 
theirs.” Steve, a lively fair-haired 
boy lives in Evry, a new town 
, outside Paris. “I know about 
what is going on there,” be said, 
referring to die occupied territor- 
ies. ‘Tve seen it on the pews. 2 
know that five hundred people 
have been killed in Palestine 
since the beginning of the ‘tntif- 
dada.”’ The boy’s disconcerting 
awareness has been encouraged 
by his father, 44-year-old EBo 1 
Nocera, who is a local authority 
official and one of the organisers 
of die France-Palestine project 

“This is the third year that 
Evry has taken part in the 
scheme,” said Mr. Nocera. “It 
has had an enormous impact on ' 
die community. This time 1 had 
people calling me at eleven 
o’clock at night offering to take 
care of a Palestinian child. 

‘It's amaring to see how quick- 
ly the children mix and make 
friends. It creates a new sense of 
.energy in the c omm uni ty while 
they are here,” he added. 

To the visiting Palestinian chil- 
dren, words like “school’’ and 
“holiday” no longer have any real 
meaning. Since the beginning of 
die ‘intifada,’ the Israeli author- 
ities have shut down all Palesti- 
nian .educational systems, from 
the universities right down to the 
kindergartens. In the West Bank 
alone, more than 300,000 school- 
aged children and some 18,000 



university students have been 
affected. In all cases, two full 
years of education have been lose. 

Attempts by Palestinian educa- 
tors to organise alternative clas- 
ses at home have been banned, as 
have self-study packs, put 
together by teachers. Classes at 
home have been dedared illegal 
gatherings by the Israeli author- 
ities. Said 11-year-old Rami, who 
comes from a Jerusalem suburb: 
“My older brother (15-years-crfd) 
works in my father’s shop, but 
after the shop doses be comes 
and teaches me at home from 
books. But be was arrested two 
months ago with my cousin. They 
said be had been throwing stones. 
We don’t know where be is.” 

If and when the schools re- 
open, there will be serious diffi- 
culties to be overcome. In the 
first grade, there will be two or 
three times as many children as 
normal hoping to enroll, since 
those who were due to start 
school two years ago have yet to 
do so. Meanwhile', much of what 
had been learned by the younger 
children will have been forgotten. 
Many eight and nine-year-olds 
will have to learn to read all over 
again, say teachers. 

The ban on education has given 
rise to other soda! problems. 
Shafika Taha, 29, who has helped 
out as an accompanying adult to 
groups of Palestinian children for. 


that past three years, said that the 
19- month -old uprising, combined 
with the lack of any schooling had 
taken its toll on' many of the 
children in the group. “They are 
more difficult to control. They 
are disciplined but it is difficult to 
give them orders,” she said. 
“They are not used to taking 
orders any more. They do not 
react like children: they reason in 
a logical way. One has to discuss 
everything with them before they 
will accept an order. 

Palestinian-born Taha, who is 
currently studying at Lille Uni- 
versity in northern France, says 
she has noticed a big difference in 
the attitude of these children, 
who experience the ‘intifada’ ev- 
ery day of their lives, and other 
Palestinian youngsters she 
accompanied on a similar trip 
three ydkrs ago. “It is quite asto- 
nishing to see how responsible 
they are — too responsible in 
fact," she said. “They have 
grown up faster than their years: 
they are far too adult in relation 
to their age. When yon listen ro 
them speaking about politics you 
would think it was an adult 
talking.” 

While many of the children sit 
quietly in the airport lounge 
others — mostly boys — are 
demonstrative almost to the point 
of defiance, climbing up on chairs 
and jostling for attention. Several 


young boys pose eagerly for the 
cameras with their "keffieh" 
head-dresses draped round their 
necks, holding two fingers up in 
the triumphant “V” salute. 

By contrast, 1 2-year -old Mar- 
wa from Jerusalem is serious and 
withdrawn. She answers die ques- 
tions put to her with disarming 
realism. Hus life changed a great 
deal since the beginning of the 
•intifada'? “What Jo you think." 
she replies, staring her questioner 
straight in the eye. “We see 
people dying in front of our eyes 
every day.” More than 500 peo- 
ple have been killed in the occu- 
pied territories and in Gaza since 
the ‘intifada’ began. Thirty per 
cent of the victims have been 
school-aged children. 

The ‘intifada* has also brought 
social disruption and economic 
hardship. ‘ The shops are only 
open from V a.m. till 12. there is 
no school, everything has 
changed. Life is difficult. My 
father has no work any more and 
my mother cries every day,” said 
Murwa. 

Hundreds of children are re- 
ported to be detained in Israeli 
prisons. Said Taha: “One 10-year- 
old boy in the group i am re- 
sponsible for has been to prison 
three times. First he was interned 
for three months, the second time 
for three weeks and the thrid time 
for several weeks. He is quiet. 


has a withdrawn, sad look cm his 
face. He has told me what went 
on those prisons — no wonder 
he’s sad." 

At the same time, said Taha, 
the children are proud and self- 
confident. “They don’t want to 
be called the children of the 
‘intifada/ but the heroes of the 
‘intifada/ because they know 
they play such an important part 
in it,” she said. When asked, a 
group of boys freely admitted to 
throwing stones. “We’re not 
scared," said one of them.*' 

Although one month is very 
little time, both the Palestinian 
and the French organisers believe 
there is much to be gained on 
both sides from the children’s 
visit to France. Christine Decas- 
ter, deputy mayoress of Aigen- 
teuil, one of the towns involved in 
the scheme, hosted a welcome 
party for the Palestinian youngs- 
ters. “What happens between the 
children teaches us a great deal. 
A son of spontaneous solidarity 
emerges and our kids learn about 
the situation of the Palestinian 
children and feel more involved 
and concerned.” she said. “It 
builds up an awareness in the 
community of the Palestinian 
problem. For the Palestinian chil- 
dren it is a time of fan away from 
the violence and shooting. For 
the first time in their lives they 
know what peace is.” 

Parting at the end of the holi- 
day is often a difficult time, says 
Deputy Mayoress Decaster, 
whose town has taken pan in this 
and a similar plan to welcome 
children from the western Sahara 
for the past three years. "The 
children build friendships and 
bonds. The organisers grow to 
love them and many keep up a 
correspondence. Those who 
leave take home photographs and 
postcards and teach the other 
children back home what it is like 
here." she said. 

There are some, however, who 
fear that this year may be less 
successful than previous ones. 
According to Shafika Taha. who 
has been with the children for a 
few days, the youngsters seem to 
have lost the capacity to have fun. 
“They cannot value things. In 
their minds, what is going on here 
is not an answer to what is going on 
back home." she said. ‘Today we 
took them to a fun-fair. All chil- 
dren enjoy roundabouts, but 
these kids seemed to take no 
pleasure in it. It is very difficult to 
know how to make them happy" 
— World News Link. 



‘No liberty without tolerance’ 


teaches us. 


This is the second interview reprinted by the Jordan Times 

Javier Perez de Cuellar 
Secretary General of the United Nations 

Perez de Cuellar, bom in Lima on Jan. 19. 1920, has devoted his 
life to diplomacy. Ambassador and then Perurian Minister of 
Foreign Affairs (1961-1963). he continued his career within the 
United Nations. After holding important posts in the United 
Nations, he has, since 19S2, been its Secretary General. His moral 
authority’ and great competence have largely contributed to what 
numerous observers have qualified, over the last few months, as a 
real renewal in the U.N. 


Javier Perez de Cuellar 

The French Revolution and its major achieve- 
ment, the Declaration of the Rights ’of Man, 
whose Bicentenary is now being celebrated all 
over the world, concern us all, from Tokyo to 
Ottawa and including Buenos Aires, Reykjavik, 
Moscow, Singapore and Conakry. 

Eminent personalities on a world scale in their 

. field, be it political, economic, religious, cultural 

or sportive, agreed to speak about them in 

"L’Actualrte en France.” 

* 

According to- you, what are- the 
' most' ousfandhtg events of ■ the 
French Revolution: the Declara- 
tion of toe Rights of Man* the 
<Wh of the king mid the fan of 
the royalty, the abolition of pri- 
vileges, the advent of the Rejrab- 
lic, tee Constitution which was tee 
application of the philosophy of 
Enlightenment, or the gnSotine?- 
. Why? 

Out of all the facts quoted, 
there, are two which, to me, 
appear in themselves to sum up 
tee Revolution in its dual aspect 
of liberation and tyranny. The 
first is, of course, the Declaration 
of the Rights of Man which inau- 
gurates it sod which remains, 
throughout, its inspiration and its 


ideal. The abolition of privileges 
and the advent of a constitutional 
and democratic regime follow 
from it. The second is the guillo- 
tine whose invention had 
answered a concern for humane- 
ness and for equality in torture, 
bat which, paradoxically, all over 
France, became the instrument of 
the revolutionary criminal courts 
and the symbol of the reign of 
terror. The contrast is great be- 
tween the brilliant proclamation 
of the liberty and equality of all 
men and' tee violence into which 
tee Revolution finally sank. “No 
liberty for the enemies of Liber- 
ty,” Robespierre bad declared, 
before being himself sent to the 
“national razor.” No liberty with- 
out tolerance, the Revolution 


'Who is the most Interesting perso- 
nality of the Revolution, for you? 

All those involved in the 
French Revolution are interesting 
or even fascinating, by their sim- 
ple participation in such oui-of- 
the-or dinary events, their 
powerlessness in controlling their 
course and the tragic end to 
which their blindness very often 
led them. If you want a name, I 
will give you that of Count 
Mirabeau. "the only one who was 
great,” said Michelet. 

Would yon have actively partici- 
pated in the French Revolution or 
would yon have fought against it? 

The’ concern I have always bad 
for social justice would certainly 
have led me to enthusiastically 
join in the great impulse Which 
marked tee beginning of the Re- 
volution. Then I would have been 
alarmed and disgusted by tee turn 
the events were taking and I 
would have stopped taking part in 
teem. Who knows if I would not 
myself have ended up on tee 
scaffold? 

In your optauou, was the French 
Revolution a necessary stage? Did 
it change the face of the world? 

When an event has taken 
place, it is tempting to consider it 
as inevitable. On the matter of 
the Revolution, I do not at all 
contest tee theories which explain 
It either by tee development in 
forms of production or by the 
passion for equality. I believe 
that the abolition of privileges, 
which nothing justified any lon- 
ger, was necessary and salutary. 

Bat, was it, for aH teat, necessary 
for the fall of the Ancient Regime 
to take the form it did? And all 
the more so as the excesses which 
were committed and tee reaction 
_ which followed prevented the Re- a view of the U.N. General Assembly 


volution from transforming 
French society in depth. The 
huge impact it had in the world 
camo rather from the ideai it 
expressed and propagated than 
from tee way in which it carried 
out this ideal in actions. 

Among the other Revolutions 
which took (dace in the world, 
which, according to you, was the 
most important? 


I am more interested in the 
links which may exist berween the 
three great American. French 
and Soviet revolutions of ideas 
than in their possible hierarchy. 
The first two were inspired by the 
philosophy of Enlightenment 
which had spread throughout 
Europe in the ISlh century, and 
tee example of the second one 
did not fail to influence the mili- 



tants of the last one. What strikes 
me is that tee French Revolution 
contains the seeds of the two 
models of society which were 
later to oppose each other and 
share the world and which, today, 
appear to be drawing closer 
together. 

What does the Declaration of the 
Rights of Man represent for you? 

The Declaration of 1789 is tee 
firsi declaration of rights which is 
really meant for all men of all 
times. It is no doubt marked by 
the preoccupations of the period 
but its scope reaches beyond the 
intentions of its authors. All the 
declarations which followed it 
and extended it are inspired by it. 
in particular ihe Universal Dec- 
laration of Human Rights proc- 
laimed in Paris by the United 
Nations some 160 years later. 
And the crowd of people who live 
and die in defending its principles 
keeps on growing. 

Which is the most important hu- 
man right, in your opinion? 

One cannot establish a hierar- 
chy between the different human’ 
rights which make up an indivisi- 
ble whole. Although they are 
difficult to reconcile, they are all 
equally important and should all 
be respected as they aim at estab- 
lishing true social justice which 
concerns not only the distribution 
of riches but also access to spir- 
itual wealth. 

Do the principles of the Declara- 
tion of the Rights of Man inspire 
your actions? In what ways? 

They inspire my actions all tee 
more so as I do not have a purely 
political view of my position and 
they inspire teem doubly: direct- 
ly, in the steps 1 take to defend 
the oppressed, and indirectly, in 
all my action for peace and for 
the progress of the world. 
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ypt allays price control fears 


CAIRO (R) — Egypt is very unlikely to reimpose 
price controls on private sector companies, accord- 
ing to Mohieddin A1 Ghareeb, bead of the powerful 
Investment Authority. 


A new investment law — which 
came into force this week and has 
a loophole that could allow the 
return of price controls — would 
be applied with the aim of giving 
freedom to bosinessmen, he said. 

“I don't foresee any kind of 
price controls simply because I 
think the tendency of the govern- 
ment now is to provide more 
freedom to the private sector in 
general.'' Gahreeb told Reuters 
in an interview. 

Foreign businessmen say the 
risk of fresh price controls is a key 
worry in a country which stfli has 
a big public sector and highly 
centralised economy. 

“1 am expecting certainly an 
increase in the inflow of funds for 
investment. The infrastructure 


has really been laid down to help 
to form much better opportuni- 
ties for investors in Egypt,” 
Ghareeb said. 

The new law improves some 
tax incentives for new projects 
and clarifies regulations for both 
new and existing companies. 

It also simplifies bureaucratic 
controls. Busnessmcn who pre- 
viously bad to go round knocking 
on the doors of many different 
min istries will in future need 
approval for 'new projects only 
from the Investment Authority. 

“The importance of the new 
law is that instead of applying to 
get land from other departments 
you can get the land through the 
Investment Authority. You can 


also apply to have licences from 
offices which will be opened in 
the authority," he said. 

“We are now simplifying and 
unifying aD procedures in one 
department,” he added. 

Ghareeb noted that other be- 
nefits from the new law were that 
it enshrined for the first time the 
principle of freedom from price 
controls and giving existing com- 
panies a chance to reduce inde- 
btedness. 

Some critics have said the law 
does not go far enough in un- 
ravelling state control. They have 
complained about a clause which 
says that while there shall be no 
price controls, the government 
may imposed control . 1 on certain 
products in special circumstances 
in the future. 

“The government has no inten- 
tion at all to interfere in fixing 
prices,” Ghareeb said. 

. Prices, he said, might be fixed 
only in very rare cases and for 


very basic commodities which in 
any case tend not to be produced 
by die private sector. 

v 

Ghareeb said that privileges 
provided under the new law 
would automatically be applied to 
existing companies. 

He added that the law also 
encourages existing companies 
to reduce their idebtedness either 
through capital increases or effec- 
tive debt for equity swaps. 

Companies with debt in Egyp- 
tian pounds will be able to reduce 
a high debt to eqnity ratio 
through capital increases and wil 
be given tax relief on the in- 
crease. 

Debt in foreign exchange can 
be swapped for pounds which 
would then be reinvested in new 
projects. This would be treated as 
fresh foreign capital coming into 
the country and as such would be 
entitled to tax breaks on new 
investment. 


mm 







Bob Hawke 


ms veils $53m 
mssliicultural 
programme 


SYDNEY (AP) — Prime Minis- 
ter Bob Hawke unveiled a $53 
million programme Wednesday 
designed to enhance Australia's 
multinational society, eliminate 
prejudice and provide more En- 
glish-language training for immig- 
rants. 

He said Australia must make 
the transition to a completely 
multicultural society. About 40 
per cent of Australia's 16.5 mil- 
lion population was bom over- 
seas or has one immigrant parent, 
he said. 

“For all the differences in our 
places of birth, our styles of 
clothes, our languages, our 
creeds, our colours, our races, 
there is one fundamental charac- 
teristic. one utterly vital value we 
share,” he said. “That is our 
commitment to Australia.'* 

Hawke's agenda includes a 
campaign against racial pre- 
judice. more English language 
training, expansion of ethnically 
oriented television services and 
new processes to recognise over- 
seas qualifications. 

He said Australia's failure to 
recognise qualifications based on 
training abroad had been a 
"grievous injustice” to many im- 
migrants fojr cost rhe economy 
about $200 million a year. 

Other initiatives include im- 
proved access to government ser- 
vices for people facing barriers of 
race, culture or language and 
government support for second- 
language learning. 

His report estimated that the 
cos: to Australia of poor English 
language skills is $2.4 billion a 
year, due to extra communication 
time needed in the workplace. 

In 1986, about 370.000 Austra- 
lians could not speak English well 
or at all. according to census 
figures. 

“The integration of successive 
waves of immigrants into our 
society and workforce with very 
little social friction is a remark- 
able achievement," Hawke said 
in launching the national agenda 
for a multicultural Australia. 

His speech came one week 
after be unveiled a $315 million 
programme to help protect the 
environment by planting one bil- 
lion trees by the end of the 
century. 

Hawke said Australia had been 
and remained a land of opportun- 
ity for immigrants. 

But he said injustices and prob- 
lems remained, particularly be- 
cause of language and cultural 
barriers that have denied immig- 
rants equal access to education, 
training, employment and social 
welfare services. 


Third World debt hinders 
U.S. agricultural exports 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Third World was once viewed 
eagerly as one of the U.S. far- 
mer’s hopes of expanding exports, 
a foreign market that grew by 
huge leaps and showed little sign 
of slackening. 

But that was before huge debt 
problems settled on the develop- 
ing world. Today-, Brazil leads the 
list with foreign debts totalling 
$120 billion and Mexico is not far- 
behind at $107 billion — and 
there are others. 

‘The debt problem has proved 
to be highly intractable, and will 
probably limit growth in the 
world economy for years to 
come,” says U.S. Agriculture 
Department economist Matthew 
Shane. 

Estimates indicate that Third 
World debt has reduced U.S. 
agricultural exports by about $3 
billion a year since 1982, Shane 
said in the August issue of Agri- 
cultural Outlook magazine pub- 
lished by the department's Eco- 
nomic Research Service. 

“Before the debt problem, de- 
veloping countries were the fas- 
test growing market for U.S. agri- 
cultural exports,” said Shane, de- 
puty director of the agency's agri- 


cultural trade analysis division. 
“During the 1970s, developing 
countries increased their purch- 
ases of U.S. farm products by 
nearly 11 per cent per year, after 
inflation.” 

But in the 1980s, purchases 
dropped at an annual rate of four 
per cent. Even so, the Third 
World’s share of U.S. commodity 
exports had risen to more than 40 
per cent. 

V 

The debt problem has con- 
strained inqwrts (of Third World 
countries) in two ways,” he said. 
“First, governments’ immediate 
response -to a debt repayment 
problem is to reduce imports, 
freeing foreign exchange earned 
from exports for additional debt 
payments.” 

“Second, in the longer term, 
debt payments compete with in- 
vestment for national savings. 
Reduced investment lowers long- 
term economic growth, and 
thereby shrinks demand for U.S. 
agricultural products.” 

Shane said that between 1973 
and 1981, U.S. agricultural ex- 
ports' to countries now considered 
“problem” debtors climbed an 
average of 15.4 per cent a year. 

But from 1981 through 1987, 


exports to those countries fell an 
average of 10 per cent annually. 

Although Brazil and Mexico 
head the list of debt-burdened 
farm customers, other problem 
debtors indude Argentina, Chile, 
Morocco, Nigeria and the Philip- 
pines. 

A problem country in the con- 
text of U.S. agricultural exports 
was defined as one with a foreign 
debt over $10 billion and having 
repayment problems since 1982. 

“The share of total agricultural 
exports going to problem debtor 
countries rose to 14 per cent in 
1960 but has since fallen to 10 per 
cent,” Shane said. “Without sub- 
stantial debt relief, these coun- 
tries will become stagnant mar- 
kets for U.S. farm products.” 

Shane said that in contrast to 
the debt-burdened countries, 
there are “four tigers” in East 
and South East Asia — Hong 
Kong, South Korea, Singapore 
and Taiwan — that have used 
expanding export earnings to in- 
crease imports. 

Prom 1986 to 1980, U.S. agri- 
cultural sales to the four in- 
creased 54 per cent, compared 
with a 34 per cent growth in 
overall U.S. form exports, he 
said. 


Government 
slightly ups 
prices of 
Jordanian 
cigarettes 

AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
prices of focal cigarettes wffl go 
up as of Satmday, July 29, in 
accordance with a defence 
order issued by industry mid 
Trade Minister ZJyad Innab 
Wednesday., 

According to the new {nice 
rales, Kama! wfl! be sold at 300 
ffls a packet; Rem Extra, 370 
8s; Gold Star, 430; Phflddphia 
(80 mflUgnunnKs), 450; Phi- 
ladelphia (85 millzgrainmes) 
450; Philadelphia (100 ndffig- 
rammes), 500; Nasstan, 450 mid 
Top Twenty 500 fils. 

AD prices are up by 10 ffls 
per packet c om pare d with the 
previous rates announced fo 
April this year when prices of 
afl types of fore ig n and local, 
cigarettes were hiked. 

According to foe minister’s 
annoHncement, cigarettes 
found in stores, wfll be sold 
according to the previous rate 
and that afl new packets wjDD 
carry the new rates on them. 


goods i 


By Laura Blumenfdd 

DAVID, exports director for an 
agricultural equipment factory on 
as Israeli kibbutz, received a 
phone call from* his agent in 
En gland recently. Hie agent had 
secured a lucrative contract for 
drip-irrigation equipment made 
by foe small co-operative. 

“The British representative,” 
David said, “reminded me to 
erase foe Hebrew Kibbutz logo 
from foe robber hosing and to 
pack the merchandise in un- 
marked crates.” The shfoment, 
after a stop over in Britain to 
camouflage it with some genuine 
English products, was heading for 
Libya — one of Israel's fiercest 
enemies. 

“They aren’t our regular cus- 
tomers,” said David, who asked 
not to be farther identified, “hot 
from time to time, Arab countries 
buy our q«ff thorough our Euro- 
pean agents.” , 

Israeli goods are officially ban- 
ned throughout the- Arab World 
— except for Egypt — by an 
Arab League boycott. Mr. James 
Baker, the U.S. Secretary of 
State, has caDed for an end to the 



Italian treasury minister 
faces battle on reforms 


ROME (R) — Italy’s new Treas- 
ury Minister Gtrido Carti has 
drawn the unenviable task of 
arresting Ins country’s slide into 
debt by curbin g public spending 
and trimming inflation. 

But Carii, 75, who was Bank of 
Italy governor from 1960 to 1975, 
could benefit from his long ex- 
perience in financial matters and 
his aloofness from the daily poli- 
tical fray. 

Tm an old warhorse. I think 
that my dnty is not to hang back 
in the face of unpopularity,” he 
said after being sworn in as a 
member of Prime Minister Ginlio 
Andreottfs broadly based five- 
party coalition. • - 

By far the oldest senior econo- 
mic minister mnong the Group of 


Thatcher is beautiful but 
Mitterrand is more beautiful’ 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese com- 
panies, no longer bothered by 
perceived Parisian snobbishness, 
are scrambling to invest in France 
before the doors of “fortress 
Europe” slam shut, businessmen 
and officials said. 

They were commenting after 
French Industry Minister Roger 
Fauroux visited Tokyo last week 
and told reporters the growth of 
Japanese investment in France in 
1989 could match a 1988 boom 
when it more than doubled to 263 
million francs ($41.2 million). 

Fauroux said he was here to 
banish a belief among Japanese 
that France disliked them and 
their money. 

“France has in the past had a 
bad reputation as a protective 
country,” Fauroux told a media 
lunch. “But that attitude has radi- 
cally changed.” 

By the end of January 1989 
there were 85 manufacturing 
firms in France with Japanese 
parents, up from 38 at the end of 
1987, according to the Japan Ex- 
ternal Trade Organisation 
(JETRO). 

Britain has been the most 
popular destination for Japanese 
capital in Europe, often chosen at 
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foe expense of'France. 

“There has-been a feeling that, 
unlike in Britain, foe French gov- 
ernment was hostile to an influx 
of Japanese investment,” said an 
official at a Japanese industry 
association. 

“But foe government minis- 
tries in Paris are now a lot less 
snobbish. This change is a major 
factor in foe increase of interest 
now,” he said. 

Britain has about 90 Japanese- 
owned manufacturing finns but 
the rate of increase of Japanese 
investment in France was highest 
among the 12 nations of the 
European Community. 

“Mrs. Thatcher is beautiful but 
Francois Mitterrand is more 
beautiful.” was the message 
Fauroux*’ said he had brought for 
the Japanese. 

Corporate officers in Tokyo 
say French labour is cheaper than 
West Germany's and better be- 
haved than Britain's. 

Many see France as a continen- 
tal heartland from which the mar- 
kets of Europe are quickly and 
cheaply accessible. 

“We have eight factories in 
Europe and the industrial rela- 
tions in France are very good," 
said an employee at Sony, winch 
has complex of video-related fac- 
tories in the Bordeaux region. 

The Sony employee, who has 
worked in the company’s French 
subsidiaries, said the central loca- 
tion of France and the availability 
of skilled managers and workers 


was a major pins. ■ 

He said there had been no 
major labour relations problems 
since investment began in 1973 
and Sony had tried to meld with 
foe local community by organis- 
ing recreational events. 

Japanese investment has cen- 
tred on the consumer electronics 
sector with Akai Electric and 
Victor (JVC) also owning con- 
siderable business. 

Most of the increase in 
Japanese investment should come 
in the electronics and chemical 
industries, said a French lawyer 
working in Tokyo. 

France has missed the boat 
when it comes to a treasure-chest 
of Japanese riches accompanying 
expansion to Europe of its world- 
beating car industry. 

“Frankly, I do not think we 
have much hope to attract the 
automotive industries now Nis- 
san, Honda and Toyota have afl 
gone to Britain,” said Fauroux. 

He said Subaru manufacturer 
Fuji Heavy Industries bad told 
him during it had no foreseeable 
plans for a European investment, 
squashing what many had seen as 
France's last chance to attract a 
Japanese carmaker. 

The official at foe Japanese 
Industry Association said the 
capita] shifts of 1989 are impor- 
tant because in many cases they 
represent the fast advances of 
Japanese companies into Europe 
before 1992. 



FrancoBMftterraDd 



Margaret Thatcher 


Seven industrial nations, Carti 
wffl need determination if be is to 
make major inroads into tire 
problem which has planned a 
g e ner at ion of treasury ministers 

— foe 1,000 trillion tire ($770 
Wllion) state debt on which 
amwial interest payments alone 
run dose to 90 triUkm tire ($70 
bfltion). 

The efforts of his predecessor, 
so cialist Ginfiano Amato, to push 
spending cuts and tax increases 

- through parliament turned sour 
early this year because of trade 
union o p po si t i on and (fivisions 
within foe Socialist Party. 

But Carii. a technocrat and like 
Andreotti a Christian Democrat, 
should* win more backing for 
harsh reforms. 

“There is no-one better than 
be, who headed foe Bank of Italy 
for 15 years, to steer foe steady 
cnmtt twaiith financial necmmy 
that has been sought, and missed, 
so i many times since 1979,” the 
independent daily newspaper La 
Repubbhca said. 

A^art from the deficit, infla- 
tion is one of the biggest dangers 
facing foe Italian economy. 

Consumer prices were rising at 
a provisional annual rate of 6.9 
per cent in July, according to 
estimates — the first monthly fall 
since foe index started to acceler- 
ate last November. In October 
last year inflation stood at 4.7 per 
cent 

• Carii’s government experience 
goes bade more than 30 years to a 
brief term as foreign trade minis- 
ter in 1957-58* As central bank, 
governor be pleaded over Italy’s 
boom of the 1960s, bat also foe 
.start of the downturn after foe 
1973 oil crisis. 

He served as president of foe 
employers' federation Confindus- 
tria from 1976 to 1980 and since 
1983 has bad a seat in the senate 
(upper house). 


WANTED 

' RECEPTIONIST-CTJM-TRANSLATOR 

Indian Embassy In Amman requires a Receptkxiist-curo-Trans- 
lator with good knowledge of both English and Arabic typing. 

Please send typed or printed C.V. and a recent photo 
to: 

Embassy of India, P.O. Box No. 2168 
Jabal Amman, 1st Circle, Amman 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, full kitchen, central heating, 
telephone, great neighbourhood, in Shmeisani area. 

For further information, please call 623441 


1988 MITSUBISHI SUPERSALOON 
FOR SALE 

4 doors, white, ^transmission, aluminium wheel cast, 11,200km, 
fully equipped, excellent condition, power steering & windows, 
including radkVcassefle player. 

Only for duty exempted or reexport 

For further Inf. pis. contact 677788 or 667879 


TO LET 

A first floor consisting of the followings: 3 bedrooms with their 
cupboards. 3 bathrooms, a dining room, a sitting room, a salon, 
3 glassed-in varandas, with a separate entrance and heating 

Engineer area, 7th Circle, Amman. 

For Information, call: 811060 


COMPLETE FLOOR FOR RENT 

■ Site: Umm Utheina, near San Rock Hotel, deluxe finishing, 
4 bedrooms, 2 salons, 3 bathrooms, 3 verandas, separate 
central heating and a telephone. 

Please call tel. 684608, 811833 


I — HOUSE FOR RENT IN PARADISE CITY — i 

AMMAN 

Fully carpeted and furnished house: 3 bedrooms, T.V. 
room, recaption rpom, dining room, three bathrooms, 
garage & maids quarter, beautiful garden. Total area 997 
m 2 , construction area 260 nf. 

Yearly contract for JD 8,000. 

Pis call 819723 


boycott as one of foe measures 
needed to achieve peace in' foe 
‘Middle East. 

As David's story indicates, 
however, Israel* goods already 
penetT&te those supposedly' 
dosed borders — and in increase 
mg volume. Professor Gad Gfl- 
ber« of Td Aviv’s Dayan Centre 
for Near . East Studies, reckons 
the sur re pti tious trade has-neariy- 
doubled since 1984 and 
accounted for up to 10 per cent of 
Israel’s $9.6 bfltion exports last 
year. 

There are no official figures*, 
but Professor Gflber 7 bases ~h£s 
ccmdusioiis on Arab press reports 
and careful scr utin y of Western 
companies’ trade figures. He said 
most of the exports are agricultu- 
ral fxrodnee and equipment, but 
they also indude computer, soft- 
ware. 

For the most part, according to 
Israeli security sources, foe goods 
dremnvent toe boycott through 
the help of enterprising middle- 
men. Israeli products arc shipped 

to neutral ports in Cyprus, 
Greece, and Italy — to name a 
few — where they axe repackaged 
and sent back to the Arab Middle 
East. ; 

Lebanese traders run a lucra- 
tive smng gjm g operation in Na- 
qoura, foe Israefroontrafled par t 
id southern Lebanon. Cucum- 
bers, wate rm el ons, bananas and 
avocadoes — fresh from Israeli 
Adds — are re-labelled and sha- 
ped north to Beirut, where foe 
fighting has created food shor- 


Westem industry often has a 
hand in this peculiar trade. Israeli 
manufacturers export compo- 
•neots to Europe and the U.S., 
where they are tncoipbraited into 
finished protects which are then 
sold to unw itt in g Arab consum- 
ers. The components bear no 
Israeli markings, although recent- 
ly a New York manufacturer who 
was supervising foe loading of 
gas-processing equipment bound 
tq Saudi Arabia, was dismayed to 


’ discover “Made' m Israel” prom- 
' inc&tiy etched into, foe units' 
tyres. ..... . , ' . 

According to Professor Gflber, 
the Israeli goods help fulfill the 
Arab World's growing demand 
for commodities as its population 
growth autstripsfood production. 

Relatively low shaping .costs 
make, fresh and frozen Israeli 
- foods an attractive alternative to 
those from distrait Western sup- 
fios, particularly for poorer coun- 
tries. 

AieprerentativefrouLthegov- 
emment-iua Israel Export Insti- 
tute claimed that at a. trade: con- 
ference in Australia iast Novem- 
ber he was approached by many 
Arab cogeagncfr interested in ac- 
quirmjj_ farad's irrigation systems, 
designed for semi-desert condi- 
tions. , =; -- ‘ .* 

Egypt, the only Arab country 
with official tics to Israel, has 
proved* a disap po intin g partner. 

Trade between foe two conn- 
tries declined sharply last year. 
Exchtdmg the mainstay of crude 
oil shipments, Egypt’s sales to 
Israel m 1988 were down by a 
third compared with foe previous 
year at $3.2 million. Even includ- 
ing refined ofl products re-ex- 
ported to Egypt. Israel's sales' fell 
to $29 million from more than $40 
nriffion ini 1987. 

Israeli authorities are reluctant 
to talk about the secret trade. An 
official from -Agrexco, Israel's 
state marketing board, admitted 
that “escorts to Arab countries 
have been going on for years,” 
but added: “we don't like to 
make a b(g toss. It can only do 
damage.” 

Most laadi analysts, however, 
are encouraged by foe phe- 
nomenon. They regard any form 
of 'economic cooperation — 
however patchy — as a precursor 
to the more elusive political rap- 
prochement. 

“In business at least there. are 
no borders in foe Middle East,” 
said Mr. Rafi Glick of the Israel 
„ Export Institute — Financial 
Times: 


JORDAN TIMES 
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AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Wednesday, Jdy 26, 1989 
Central Bari official rates 


VS. dollar 
Pooad Steifiqg 


Demdusoark 304.4 307.4 

Sate franc 354.0 3S7J 

Reach franc 89.8 90.7 

Japanese yea (for 100) 405. 1 409.2 

Dutch gander 269.8 272J 

«, n — - n Swedish crown 89.0 89.9 

tafias fin (far lOUj 423 42.7 

VSI.V WS Belgian fcano (for 10) 145.3 146.8 


Bay ScB 


LONDON EXCHANGE ' RATES 


LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against foe dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Wednesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


1.6430/40 
L1860/70 
1.8815/22 
2.1220/27 
1.6163/73 
3938/41 
6.3750800 
1356/1357 
140.60/70 . . 
6.4300/50. 
6.9125/75 . 
73125n5 : ' 
One ounce of gold 372.00/37Z50 


U.S. dollars - 
Canadian dollar 
Deotschemarfcs 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


■ -By Reuters 

SYDNEY — Quarterly inflation data spurred buyers. The All 
■Ordinaries Index gained 113 points to 1,617.7. - 

TOKYO — Selling followed a five-day rally. The Nikkei Index 
lost 23.07 points to 34,515.83. ■ 

HONG KONG — Local traders took profits in fight trade and the 
Hang Seng Index drifted 27.99 points lower : to 2,489.03. 
SINGAPORE — Profit-taldng after Tuesday's post-crash high 
poshed tiie Straits Tunes' Industrial Index, down 1.02 points to 
137137. 

BOMBAY — Share prices rallied selectively after a cautious start 
on heavy buying' by state-owned mvesbnent institutions. Tata 
Steel firmed .18.75 rupees to 1345. : • . *\ 

FRANKFORT 1— =• Foreign demand, encouraged by the strong 
marie, boosted selective German blue drips, pushing the Dax 
Index to a new record closing high of 1 £6832, above the prevfoas 
record dose Monday of 136336 and 12.69 points higher than 
Tuesday. . 

ZORICH— Shares dosed hjgfaerin HVeJy trading with foreign and 
domestic demand-centred an banks and insurers. The- All-Share 
Swiss Pdfonnance Index, added 6.6 points to tfre day’g high of 
1,148.6. ■ .*;•'■ . •■* 

PARIS — Share prices picked up from initial lows to end 
bedamed in slow, summer, business, with little to stimulate 
investors’- interests. The 50«hare price infocatorended 0.01 per 
cent up. - • 

LONDON -- Shares remained weak as tube and train strikes in - 
London helped keep trade at a minimum blit were off their lows' 
in foe afternoon as Wall Street steadied, at 1630 GMT. the FTSE 
was 4.0 points down at 2364-5. . 

NEW . YORK — Bargain hunters, lured into tire market by a lower 
opening in Woe chips, helped ease same early morning tosses. The 
Dow Jones Industrials were down abend one at 2382. 
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Boutaib wins 5,000 1 1 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, JULY 27-28. 19S9 


la. coruna; Spain (ap) ~ 
Moroccan Olympic 10, 000-metre 
coampioa Brahim Boutaib ea sily 
won tte Smectic racelTk 
tane of 13:12.10- at the -third 
international Track 1 ancL J«id 

Teresa Herrera meet 
Tuesday. ; . _ 

- 5® was followed by Olympic 
5,000-metre event John Nma of 
Kenya in 13:14.27. 

' br other events at Riazor Sta- 
dium in this Northwestern Gali- 
cian town, the Olympic champion 
Roger. Kingdom of the United 
'States won the 100-metre hurdles 
..in.13.38, followed by his country- 
men Renakk) Nehe ariah in 13.54 
and Jack Pierce in 13.80. 

Andre Phillips (rfdreUmted 
States, Olympic champion, won 
thtf 400-metre hurdles, in 49,06, 


MUSCAT, Oman (AP)— Omn- 
ia host Fanja tin-ashed Kathman- 
du SC of Nepal 5-0 in the 9th 
Asian dub championship erann 
HI match Tuesday. 

T)ie play, was held for 11 mi- 
nutes a ft er the fourth Fanja goal 
m the 57th minute when Kath- 
mandu’s West . German 
Reinhard Fabisch refused to 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 
Di9M Ttaxma Matte Same*. Ik 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — Ais South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

* AQJ 9954 0AQJ3 *876 
-The bidding has proceeded: - - 
North East South West 

1 * Pass ? 

What do you bid sow? 

A.— You have the values for a forc- 
ing jump raise to three spades, and 
certainly no one can complain about 
the quality of your support. Howev- 
er, it is a sound principle that, if any 
other bid is available, you should 
never jump raise partner’s suit un- 
less you have four-card support. 
Make the temporizing response of 
two diamonds. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

• K9862 <765 083 49842 

Partner opens the bidding with one . 
no trump. What action do you take? 
A. — At no trump, you might not - 
produce a single trick for partner. 
At spades, yon surely will make a 
trick or two. Bid two spades (or 


The bidding has proceeded: . 

South West North East 

Pass Pass 1 4 Pass 

? r • 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You elected not to open the 
bidding on a borderline hand, but 
don’t hang partner because he fired 
the opening salvo. Jump to two no 
tramp. That gives him a bit of lati- 
tude should he have opened light in 
third seat. 

Q J — Both vulnerable, as Sooth yon 
hold: 

4K76 ?8 OAKQ762 4Q32 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North. East 

1 0 Pass 1 4 Pass 

2 0 Pass 3 4 Pass 

y 

What do you bid now? 

A.— Yod have a good hand that is 
improved by the fact that yon have 
useful cards in both of partner’s 
suits. Jump to~ four spades. . Since 
you didn’t support partner original- 


transfer into spades, if that is your ly . he’ll know you don’t have fgpr 
style, then pass). That tells partner- spades. — ~ .. 1T“ V : t 

you are weak and want to play 


Q3 — Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4KJ93 9KJ7 07*3 4AJ7 
The bidding has proceeded: . . 
South West North East 

14 Pass 10 .Pass. 

1 * Pan 1 NT Pan . 

? 

What action do you take? 

A.— You and your partner have 
shown no great enthusiasm for each 
other’s suits. Since you have a mini- 
mum opening bid and partner bas 
made a bid you can pass, there is no 
reason why you should not bail out 
of the auction now. Pass. 

Q.4 — Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

*75 9AJ83 0Q73 4AJB2 


QUi— Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A98 910762 . 083 . 4JC52 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth .-West 

1 9 Pass 2 9 Pass 

3 4 Pass 
What do you bid now? 

A. — Partner’s three-dub game try 
asks you to consider only your hold- 
ing in dubs for game purposes, and 
what you have is the worst. Beat a 
hasty retreat to three hearts. Switch 
your black-suit holdings, however, 
and we would bid four hearts de- 
spite the minimum nature of oar 
raise. 1 

For fnfonnatioa about Charles 
Goreu’s newsletter for bridge play- 
ers, write Go ren Bridge Letter, P.O. 
Box 4426, Orlando, Fla. 32802- 
4426, 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


“Loverboy looked deeply into my 
brown eyes. They reminded him 
of burger patties. His stomach 
roared and he started drooling." 


Sanal 








m 
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Now arrange the circled lattere to 
torn the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer hentlHE I ^ X A X. II AA AJA 

- (Answers tomorrow) 

I JuofltaK SNACK BOOTY POERC CARBON 
****** I Answer: 



followed by - his countryman 
. David Patrick in 49.52 and Ama- 
dou Dia-Ba, ofScnc^al.in 49-54. 

James. Butter offoe United 
States was - second in the 100 
metres event in 1032. The went 
was won by Cfcridi Imoh in 10.19- 

Nixon iCipro&h of Kenya won 
the- 800-metre event in 1:44 .55 
followed by Diendoune Kwizera, 

of Buran di, in L45 J8. 

Hie 1 ^00-metre event, one of 
the most Important event/ was 
won the Mogens Gnldberg of 
Denmark in 335.40, flowed by 
TeofOo Benito, of Spain, 3:37.08.' 

Jerome Carter of the United 
States easily won the hi gh jnmp 
event with 2.26 metres, followed 
by Dalton Grant of Britain with 
2 . 20 . : 


leave the field Mowing Iraqi 
referee Snbhi Rahim’s decision to 
■send him off. 

Rahim ordered Fabisch oat af- 
ter the -German coach argued 
with, the Iriup referee at the side- 
lines for not allowing their phy- 
siotherapist to enter the fiela and 
treat injured back; Shree Ram 
Ranjitkar. 


Baseball Round-up 

National League June 6, breaking a streak of six 


NEW YORK (AP) — Mark 
Langston says a lack of runs 
makes him a better pitcher and 
provedit Tuesday night when the 
Montreal Expos blanked the Phi- 
ladelphia PtuHies 2-0. 

; “It's not that I don't like thp 
high-scoring games, but in dote 
ones you tend to concentrate 
more and make more of your 
pitches count," Langston said. 
*Tt*s better for me in' tight games 
because of the way I want to 
pitch. 

“When it’s dose, you have to 
have an idea of what you want 
every pitch to do before you 
throw it, and that keeps you 

sharp-” 

. Langston’s third shutout gave 
Montreal a 35-17 record since ins 
acquisition May 25, and Tim 
Ramos homer ed for the surging 
Expos. 

Montreal, 23-24 before Lang- 
ston’s arrival from Seattle, won 
its sixth straight game. He pitch- 
ed a five-hitter, struck out 10 and 
walked two in handing foe Phil- 
lies their sixth straight loss. 

Raines* second-inning homer, 
his fifth tfric season and first gfan* 
May 28, made a loser of Don 
Caiman, 2-11. 

Pfedres 6, Reds 2 

The Reds matched their 
longest losing streak in three 
years at trine games and San 
Diego’s Ed Whitson tied a career- 
high with his 14th victory as foe 
Paores beat Cincinn ati. 

Garry Templeton singled home 
two runs and Shawn Aimer fait a 
t hree - mn homer as foe Padres 
broke a four-game losing streak. 

; Dodgers 6, Astros 0 

Tim Belcher tied teammate 
Orel Hershiser for the National 
League lead with his fourth shut- 
out as the Los Angeles Dodgers 
ended the Houston Astros’ four- 
game w innin g stTftak 

Belcher, 7-9, pitched a five- 
hitter for his fourth complete 
game, striking out nine and walk- 
ing five. 

Pirates 4, Mets 2 

Bobby Bonilla singled to break 
a 2-2 tie in foe eighth inning as 
the Pittsburgh Pirates, cashing in 
on a walk and an error, cooled off 
the New York Mets. 

The Mets, who had won six 
straight games, fell to 4V4 games 
behind Montreal iir foe National 
Leagire Eastr - ' ■ : ~ r_ -* 

Giants 5, Braves 4 

San Francisco parlaysed a de- 
flected grounder off foe glove of 
losing pitcher Derek Lfiliqmst 
into the go-ahead run and Mike 
Lacoss pitched the Giants to vic- 
tory over foe Atlanta Braves. 

Lacoss, 5-6, gave up six hits 
over seven innings, struck out 
two and walked two in handing 
foe Braves their sixth straight 
defeat. He also figured in the 
Giants’ tie-breaking run in the 

fifth inning . 

Cubs 4, Cardinals 2 

Paul Ogus had an RBI angle 
and won for the first time since 


June 6. breaking a streak of six 
victories by St. Louis counterpart 
Joe Magrane as foe Cubs beat foe 

Kflgus, 6-9, pitched six innings. 
Mitch Williams worked the final 
two innings to take the league 
lead with Ids 25th save. Magrane, 
11-7, had not lost since june 18. 

American League 

NEW YORK (AP) — One vic- 
tory short of last year’s total, the 
Baltimore Orioles are playing 
like it’s 1988 again. 

The Orioles lost their sixth 
straight game Tuesday night and 
saw their American League East 
lead grow even smaller, falling to 
foe Minnesota Twins 9-3. 

“We’re hurting ourselves three 
ways. We’re not pitching well, 
we’re not fielding well and we’re 
not hitting well,” manager Frank 
Robinson said. “We’re just not 
doing anything.” 

Baltimore’s losing streak is its 
longest of foe season. Its lead, 7% 
games last week, was cut to 416 
by Toronto and foe rest of the 
division is catching up. 

“We’re still in first place,” los- 
ing pitcher Dave Schmidt said. 
“We had hoped to play .600 ball 
foe second half of foe season, but 
we’re playing teams for the 
second time now. They know 
we’re for real and it’s tough. But 
we have to be tough, too.” 

Angels 4, Athletics 0 

Chuck Finley and Greg Minton 
outdueled Dave Stewart and 
California won at Oakland for a 
two-game lead over the Athletics 
in the A1 West. 

Kack HoweD, Chili Davis and 
Dick Schofield hit solo home runs 
as the Angels beat Oakland for 
foe second straight day. Califor- 
nia’s lead is its largest of foe 
season. 

Bine Jays 4, Rangers 0 

Nolan Ryan struck out 14 and 
the Rangers fanned a team-re- 
cord 18, but Dave Stieb and 
Toronto outpitefaed Texas. 

Stieb, 106 gave up two hits in 5 
2-3 innings. Relievers David 
Wells and Duane Ward allowed 
two more hits, with Ward getting 
his 11th save. 

Yankees 5, Indians 1 

Andy Hawkins pitched a five- 
hitter and New York ended a 
seven-game losing streak with its 
.first road victory in- nine tries. 

The Yankees had lost eight 
straight on foe road, their longest 
skid since a 12-game slide foat 
started in 1969 and carried over 
to the next season. The Indians 
had won three in a row and five of 
the last six. 

Red Sox 10, Royals 0 

Wade Boggs got three doubles 
and a triple, foe first four extra- 
base bit game of his career, and 
Mike Boddicker extended his 
scoreless inning streak to 24 as 
Boston routed Kansas City. 

Boggs went 4-for-5 and raised 
his average to .330. The Red Sox 
had 16 hits, including a season- 
high eight for extra bases. 



THE Daily Crossword „ 


Betty Jorgenson 


21 
22 

23 

24 

26 Linn 
28 Amass 

30 John of 

- “Good Haws 

31 Hex 

32 M m 
transport 


39 Baton 

40 Rtosr deposit 

41 SSeHan resort 

42 brans 

43 Jofaar? 

45 Trtsy place* 
48 SfeP* . 

40 Matas ten 
60 Ms Join 
61- - — • 

Camsre" 

54 OM mates! 

(arith *W) 

58 At At ptak 

SOTwtt 
V College YB> 

01 — majesty . 
ttHroodaod god 

63 Courage 

DOWN 
.1 Viper* 

2 Low 

3 Moat recant 

4 Oar. rtvsr 

. S Tyrant 
0 Idea ca m pus 
waOa 
.7 Sal 
• Sfagganfs 


QUMTHns Msds Sirriess, ML 
MBW H a art _ . , ■ 

Satarday’s 

10 In the 
(Erection of 

11 Rotund 

12 OonctMe’ 
vsapoes 

13 Honors 
18 Taff Ite 
10 Accaas 

23 Tbao gone by 

24 Stood vassal 

25 Honey 
28 Oats receipts 
Z7 Islandc 


prtnet 

Obsarva 


0 — da m— 


S Pesrehee 

31 rasas’ 
brother* 

32 Ship 

33 Ate fang — 45 Of-a central 

34 Autocrat point 

38 TAE n am e 40 Maks a 

37 Aerie ‘ sp eech 

88 Saawaad 47 Newspaper 

42 tadtan Section* 

43 Ware iter 48 . Vans 

44 AM pref. » Talc My 
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51 C opoapt 
S3 Author Patou 
53 Dam socks 
55 Sols problem 
66 Aftantooe 


Antwerp 
stadium 
dosed for 


Mayotte survives early bid 


WASHINGTON (R) — Top-seeded Tim Mayotte of the United 
States Tuesday overcame a first set challenge and high 
humidity against countryman John Ross 7-6, (7-3), 6-2 in die 
second round of the $415,000 D.C. Classic. 


BRUSSELS (R) — The stadium oT 
Belgian first division soccer dub 
Antwerp has been dosed for safe- 
ty reasons bat the dub hope it wfO 
be in good order for the start of 
tire new season next month. 

An Interior Ministry spokes- 
man said Tuesday that local au- 
thorities shot down the 66-year- 
old start him, which can hold up to 
68,000 people, after safety expats 
ruled spectators could be at risk 
because of its poor structural 
state. 

The spokesman said there was a 
risk of fire at the ground and 
several other basic defects. 

Antwerp, who have qualified 
for the UEFA Cop, said they 
planned a 20-million-franc 
($500,000) face-lift . 


Tenth-seeded Australian Paul 
Chamberlin, fresh from his quar- 
terfinal showing al Wimbledon, 
defeated qualifier Martin Barba 
of foe U.S. 6-2, 7-6, (7-2). 

Seven-seeded Derrick Rostag- 
no, llth-seeded Todd Witsken of 
the U.S., 12th-seeded Ramesh 
Krishnan of India and 14th- 
seeded Jimmy Arias of the Un- 
ited States all advanced to the 
third round. 

Sixteenth-seeded Jeff TarangO 
of foe U.S. was upset by South 
African Gary Muller 7-5. 6-1 in a 
serve- and-voliey contest foat was 
played in the middle of the day 
when foe on-court temperature 
soared to 104 degrees. 

Ross, 267 in foe world, had 
Mayotte on the ropes in the first 
set when be broke Mayotte with a 
backhand return winner to take a 


5-4 lead, but he managed only 
one point when he served for the 
set in the 10th game. 

Mayotte, 11 in the world, 
forced the set into a tiebreak, 
which he swept by winning the 
first five points and never letting 
Ross in the match after that, 
scoring two breaks in the second 
set for the victory. 

Ross, wbo has played just six 
weeks in foe past 11 months due 
to injuries, was disappointed that 
he could not take advantage of 
his opportunities against Mayotte 
in foe 95 minute match. 

“Usually a guy like Tim Mayot- 
te won’t give you opportunities 
like that. I’m disappointed I 
didn’t play well enough to close 
(foe set) out." said Ross. 

Mayotte admitted that his first 
serve was not as potent as he 


would like but added foat he is 
trying to make the transition to 
hard courts. 

“It my fust match on hard courts in a 
while. For me. going from gres (at 
Wimbledon) to hard is the most 
difficult. The ball bounces so low 
on grass and so high on these 
courts." said Mayotte. 

Ed berg beats Lead! 

TAIPEI ( AP) — Sweden's Stefan 
Edberg beat No. 1 ranked Ivan 
Lendl of Czechoslovakia 6-4, 5-6. 
6-3 Tuesday in an exhibition 
match, during their three-nation 
Asia tour. 

Edberg, 23, ranked third in the 
world, won the Wimbledon title 
in 19SS. 

Lendl. 29. told a news confer- 
ence earlier foat he would keep 
playing professional tennis "as 
long as i enjoy tennis and can 
compete with young players.” 


ACES AT THE ROYAL RACING CLVB-TUNEiB 


FIRST RACE 4.00 

FOR BEGINNER HORSES 

DISTANCE 1000 METRES 


SECOND RACE 4.30 
FOR BEGINNER HORSES 
DISTANCE 1600 METRES 


Tcarner Jockey 


1- Ahmad A. Eiazeez Mriey Mabrook 

2- Khatim Mohammad Tartory 5 £l|azinh 

3- Mohammad Jabir Zawahrih A Faiah 

4- Ahmad HiiaJ Imian Elalia 

5- Ziad Younrs Awadai Rahmih 

6- Sahm Mohammad A Rawa A Eljadatei 

7- Mistim Khaiaf K. Taitan kassas 

8- Thamir Maiiouh El Faiez Shaiood 

9- Shihadihafy Fokara F Rady 

10- Mohammad Salman Nabotsy Sabah 

11- Dr A Elnaeem A Wandy S Maeen 

12- Samir Khalil Haddadm M Tank 

13- Tahir Yousef Awawdih G. Tahir 

14- Mishil Mitteb El Fa>ez Hanaa 


THIRD RACE 5.00 

FOR THIRD CLASS HORSES 

DISTANCE 1400 METRES 


1- Basil Yousef Awawdih 

2- Gbalib A. Jabir 

3- Waleed Mohammad Assaf 

4- Mohammad Sakir Lawansih 

5- Rasheed A. Elnaby 

6- Mohammad Khalil Mariey 

7- Mohammad A B Jalii 

8- Barakat Atial 

8- Salamih Mnahy Bnayan 

10- Tallb El Nahar 

11- Bed Salman Khawatnh 


Youn>5 

Hussem 

Yousef 

Saaa 

Rasheed 

Basil 

Oaham 


Owner 

Horse 

Tr&nor 

Jockey 

iVcf'j;'*: 

1 - Knalta Ham mad Ayad 

Borkon 

Owne' 


56 

2- Nirmr Ei Hmoud 

Janm 

RiQii 

H.arv 

53 

3- Nurvr El Hmoud 

Ajary 

Rida 

R.TLhOOO 

5t 5 

4- Nimir El Hmoud 

GhroOD 

Rida 


jo 5 

5- Mashnojr Fai&ai A Jnaib 

Shafal 

Owner 

'ouns 

5? 

6- H h Late Shent Nasir Stable 

F Amman 

ADbas 

itramm 

50 

7- Na>ef Anwar Shalan 

Saty 

Zaidan 

George 

Su 

8- Mansour Anwar Shalan 

Mahyctub 

Zaioan 

has>m 

50 


FOURTH RACE 5.30 

FOR THIRD CLASS HORSES 

DISTANCE 1000 METRES 


Hors. 

e 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weigh! 






Ghar 

aeb 

Owner 

Basil 

62 

Owner 

Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

weight 

Imad 

. 

Owner 


62 






Tall a 


Owner 

A Amarah 62 

1- Sarny Haddadin 

Wan &ed 

Owner 

Hussein 

56 

Ghar 

mam 

Owner 


62 

2- Ghazy A Jabir 

M. Saif 

Kama! 

Mostala 

56 

MaN 

sobaty 

Owner 

Mousa 

545 

3- Aly Fareed B Saad 

F Noal 

Khaireidm 

Rasheed 

555 

N R 

ans 

Owner 

Yousef 

545 

4- Ghaiib haddadin 

Elyamamih 

Owner 

ibrarnm 

545 

Bnai 

sah 

Owner 


' 545 

5- Nimir El Hmoud 

Barary 

Rida 

Saad 

54 5 

Sahii 


Owner 

Hussein 

53 

6- Nimir El Hmoud 

U. Kashmir 

Rida 

Hiary 

535 

M. A 

5 sat 

Owner 

Salamih 

51.5 

7- Naief Anwar Shalan 

Murrah 

Mohsm 

George 

535 

Sinaj 

i 

Owner 

Kasim 

51.5 

8- Kama! Wasrf Bsharai 

Mashaiel 

Khaireidm 

Jamai 

535 

S. B 

ed 

Owner 


53 

9- Nawaf Anwar Shalan 

Sanad 

Zaidan 

Kasim 

50 


FIFTH RACE 6.00 

FOR BEGINEER & THIRD CLASS HORSES 
DISTANCE 1600 METRES 


1- Aty Fareed B Saad 

2- Aly Fareed B Saad 

3- Nimlr El Hmoud 

4- Nimir El Hmoud 

5- Ibrahim Hany Bsharat 

6- Nawaf Anwar Shalan 

7- Abdullah El Dawoud 

8- Nawaf Anwar Shalan 

9- Naief Anwar Shalan 


Horse 

Trainer 

Jockey 

Weight 

J. Elsaad 

Khaireiddin Jamal 

58 

Saad aly 

Khaireidin 

Salah 

58 

B. Rabadan 

Rida 


58 

1. Rabadan 

Rida 

Hiary 

56 

Fa»ikhair 

Khaireidin 

Rasheed 

56 

Ahid 

Mohsin 

Kasim 

53 

Dinar 

Owner 

A Jaghif 

53 

Asfteer 

Zaidan 

George 

50 

Hanaf 

Zaidan 

Saad 

50 


Peanuts 


I can't TELL YOU HOU) 
..NICE IT'S BEEN SEEING YOU 
AGAIN, CHARLIE BROWN.. 

3 R 


EB 


MAYBE WE LL SEE EACH 
OTHER AT CAMP AGAIN 
SOME PAY... y 


ARE YOU SURE V0U RE \ / U/HO 
NOT MISTAKEN I ARE 
ABOUT SOMETHING 7/ \Y0U ? , 

wmy 



Mutt'n’ Jeff 


MUTT, L | 
PO NOU V 
HAVE A |7 
SLICE OF / 
TOAST IN ^ 
SOUR POCKET? 



\&.m 


Andy Capp 


















SWAPO demand tougher OAU action 


^.P^IS ABABA (Agency) — 
Liberation movements Wednes- 
day. demanded tougher action 
against South Africa as the Orga- 
nisation of African Unity (OAU) 
ended a three-day summit. 

Oliver Tambo. head of the 
African National Congress 
(ANC). called for a final 
onslaught on the Pretoria govern- 
ment, making use of what he 
called a favourable shift in the 
balance of forces. 

Political analysts said Tambo 
wanted the OAU. founded in 
1963 to champion Africa's libera- 
tion from colonial rule, to chan- 
nel more military and financial 
aid to the ANC for it to intensify 
its struggle. 

Addressing a news conference 
Tambo called for tougher inter- 
national sanctions against South 
Africa, saying Pretoria had 
shown no sign of abandoning its 


fw® 


PARIS t R ) — Four warring 
Cambodian factions whose talks 
broke down in acrimony Tuesday 
will meet again Thursday to pre- 
pare for an international confer- 
ence on their country, resistance 
leader Prince Norodom Sihanouk 
said. 

But he said the only thing they 
would discuss would be the com- 
position of the Cambodian de- 
legation at the 20-nation peace 
conference opening in Paris at the 
weekend. 

“The meeting is just to solve 
one problem, the problem of the 
seating of the Cambodians,*’ 
Sihanouk told a news conference. 
He said ail four members of this 
week's abortive round-table talks 
would attend. 

The talks collapsed Tuesday 
with Cambodian Prime Minister 
Hun Sen blaming the Khmer 
Rouge, whose guerrillas form the 
military backbone of the resist- 
ance coalition led by Sihanouk 
and former Prime Minister Son 
Sunn. 

The four parties were also un- 
able to agree on how Cambodia 
should be represented at the in- 
ternational conference. 

U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker, his Soviet counterpart 
Eduard Shevardnadze and 
Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen, whose country backs the 
Khmer Rouge, are due to attend 
the conference. 

French diplomatic sources said 
the month-long gathering was not 
endangered by this week’s set- 
backs.” 


apartheid racial segregation poli- 
cies. 

He rejected proposals unveiled 
earlier this year by South Africa’s 
new ruling National Party chief 
F.W. de Klerk, the likely succes- 
sor to President P.W. Botha, to 
overhaul apartheid and give the 
country's voreless black majority 
a say in government. 

"The armed struggle must be 
intensified if only to demonstrate 
that any election that excludes 
the majority is a non-starter." he 
said, referring to Pretoria’s 
general elections in September. 

Joe Slovo, a white member of 
the national executive of the 
Lusaka-based ANC, told Reuters 
in Maputo the ANC was not 
opposed to peaceful negotiations 
to end apartheid racial segrega- 
tion. 

But the South African govern- 
ment had not yet proved it was 


i rivals plan 
ed meeting 

The aim was to foster Cambo- 
dian reconciliation and moves to 
form a provisional government 
before Vietnam pulls its last 
50.000 troops out of the country 
at the end of September. 

Asked why be believed the 
talks could succeed Thursday, 
Sihanouk said: "Because they 
didn't work yesterday the French 
are asking us to continue our 
efforts so that we can take some 
small steps forward with the 
problem.” 

“But I repeat: the problem is 
not a problem between Cambo- 
dians. It's a problem between 
Cambodia and Vietnam. Hun 
Sen doesn't represent Cambodia, 
he represents Vietnam, Viet- 
namese colonialism," Sihanouk 
said. 

The announcement by the for- 
mer monarch, who has changed 
his position several times over the 
18-month course of talks with 
Hun Sen, was greeted with laugh- 
ter and applause by the media. 

Newspaper reports of the 
turbulent talks between the rivals 
said Hun Sen had asked for one 
seat for his government and one 
for the resistance coalition at the 
talks, giving the Phnom Penh 
administration equal status with 
the guerrillas. 

The resistance coalition wanted 
one single delegation with a chair 
each for the four leaders, includ- 
ing Khmer Rouge chief Khieu 
Samphan. 

The Khmer Rouge, which gov- 
erned Cambodia from 1975 to 
1979, is blamed for the deaths of 


serious about introducing black 
majority rule and had not hon- 
oured its promises in the past. 

An apparent softening of the 
South African government's posi- 
tion has led to increasing pressure 
by Western nations for the ANC 
to suspend its guerrilla war and 
talk to the government. 

“We’ve heard it all before... 
we’ve learned from all this. .. that 
we must beware Pretoria when it 
comes bearing gifts,'* Slovo said. 

‘‘The danger is that the outside 
world could relieve the pressure 
which is the only factor which will 
push them (the Sotuh African 
government) to the negotiating 
table with a realistic agenda.” 

“Real talking is dependent on 
the maintenance of pressure 
which for the external world 
means sanctions,” Slovo said. 

For the ANC, it meant con- 
tinuing its campaign of political 


pressure backed by military op* 
erations. 

Slovo, who is also general 
secretary of the South African 
Communist party, is in Maputo 
for the fifth congress of the ruling 
Frelimo Party. 

Sam Nujotna, leader of the 
South West Africa People’s 
Organisation (SWAPO), totd a 
news conference the OAU would 
ask the United Nations Security 
Council to intervene to halt Pre- 
toria's alleged interference in 
Namibia’s independence elec- 
tions. 

Nujoma described the situation 
in Namibia as critical and explo- 
sive chiefly because of intimida- 
tion and killing of voters by Pre- 
toria’s counter-insurgency unit 
Koevoet. 

South African officials in 
Namibia were also registering 
South African citizens as voters in 


the Nov. 6 poll and deliberately 
slowing down the registration of 
voters, he alleged. 

“The apartheid regime is trying 
to rig the elections. How can free 
and fair elections take place at 
gunpoint? he asked. 

South Africa, disputed ruler of 
Namibia for the past 74 years, has 
been accused by the OAU, inter- 
national h uman rights organisa- 
tions and U-N. officials of flout- 
ing Namibia's U.N. -sponsored 
settlement plan by refusing to 
disband KoevoeL 

U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar told OAU lead- 
ers Monday he would take what- 
ever steps were necessary to pre- 
vent electoral fraud. 

Perez de Cuellar said he was 
satisfied with the progress of 
Namibia’s transition to independ- 
ence, but shared concerns about 
the South African paramilitary 





A Cambodian refugee carries his baby on his 
shoulders and his possessions on his back as be 
walks to new home. Nearly 40,000 people living in 


the Site 8 Khmer Rouge refugee camp Hear 
Aranyaprathet were taken to a new ate after 
sheffing from across the border. 


at least one million people under 
its ultra-leftist rule. 

The reports said France could 
now propose a compromise plan 
for four separate delegations, so 
that Sihanouk would be cut free 
of his mistrusted Khmer Rouge 
allies. 

Diplomats who gave the four- 


party negotiations little chance of 
success from the outset said 
Wednesday that the resistance 
groups were planning to grab 
chunks of Cambodian territory as 
bargaining chips for the day Viet- 
nam leaves. 

“The resistance saw failure 
coming in Paris. It’s preparing for 


the withdrawal of Vietnamese 
troops and plans to punch in to 
seize territory to use as a bargain- 
ing tool with Phnom Penh,” one 
Bangkok-based diplomat said. 

“You’ve got world statesmen 
coming this weekend and France 
is handing them a can of worms,” 
a Western envoy said. 


By Robert H. Reid 

The Associated Press 

MANILA — As Japan reels 
from a sex scandal that helped 
topple a prime minister, the 
"sexcapades" of Philippine law- 
makers are providing Filpinos 
with what has turned into a 
political soap opera. 

On Monday. Japanese Prime 
Minister Sousuke Uno 
announced he would resign 
over his party's loss of 33 par- 
liamentary sears due. in part, to 
public charges Uno had kept 
several paid mistresses. 

Meanwhile. Philippine news- 
paper and radio commentators 
have been titillating their audi- 
ences with rumours of affairs by 
their own senators and membes 
of the house of representatives. 

The onlv casualty so far has 


been Senator Orlando Merca- 
do, who resigned this month as 
senate majority leader after 
rumours that he was involved in 
a sex scandal. Mercado denies 
the allegation. 

Mercado's resignation fol- 
lowed newspaper reports that 
an undisclosed senator had im- 
pregnated the daughter of an 
upper house colleague. 

Last Friday, columnist Julie 
Yap Daza wrote in the Manila 
Standard that the latest rumour 
involved an unnamed woman 
senator who was having an 
affair with her chauffeur. 

That rankled the two women 
in the 23- member senate. Sen. 
Leticia Ramos-Shahani and 
Sen. Santanina Rasul deman- 
ded an investigation by the sen- 
ate ethics committee to put a 
stop to the rumours. 


According to another 
rumour, the chauffeur of a 
prominent male senator quit his 
job because of the pressure of 
trying to keept track of his 
booses' multiple mistresses. 

In a Roman Catholic country 
that foibids divorce, keeping 
mistresses, referred to here as 
“second wives," is not uncom- 
mon. Some prominent figures 
make little attempt to bide their 
“second wives." 

But some commentators fear 
the rumours cheapen the in- 
stitutions of government, which 
were supposed to have elevated 
political life after the 1986 ous- 
ter of President Ferdinand 
Marcos. 

The obsession with sex scan- 
dals also distracts public and 
legislative attention from press- 
ing national problems such as 


poverty, the communist in- 
surgency and the breakdown in 
law and order. 

“The point is that sex gossip 
about congress members has 
become conversation pieces no 
longer because of their serious 
moral implications but for their 
comic relief,” wrote Hera 
Zenarosa in the Philippines 
Journal. 

Senate President Jovito 
Salonga has resisted an inves- 
tigation into bis collegaues' sex 
lives. The constitution provides 
for censure of congressmen 
guilty of “disorderly be- 
haviour.” 

Salonga quipped that what- 
ever happens in the bedroom 
“cannot be considered dis- 
orderly except by your mate.” 

The rumours are fuelled by a 
Philippine newspaper practice 


of printing thinly veiled accusa- 
tions , often with no source at all 
for the information. 

Such allegations rarely in- 
clude names. Nonetheless, they 
are often accepted as truth by a 
public that still distrusts govern- 
ment after 20 years of misrule 
under Marcos. 

“Who is that ranking con- 
gressman who regularly takes 
his girlfriend via government- 
owned helicopter to an island 
mountain resort?” wrote col- 
umnist Emil Jurado in the Man- 
ila Standard. 

“Would you believe that an 
illegitimate sou of a ranking 
member of Cory’s (President 
Corazon Aquino) cabinet has 
been appointed to a very juicy 
position in his father's depart- 
ment?” he added. 


Lemdon-Rangoon row 
msishFooms over arrest 


BANGKOK (R) — Burma's 
military rulers have barred Brit- 
ish diplomats from meeting the 
British husband of opposition 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi, who is 
under house arrest. Western di- 
plomats said Wednesday. 

They said Britain complained 
to the Burmese (Myanmar) Fore- 
ign Ministry; and "the Burmese 
ambassador in London after “un- 
identified civilians" turned away 
embassy officials from the house 
where Aung San Suu Kyi was 
confined last Thursday. 

Official Rangoon Radio Tues- 
day denied authorities had 
arrested Oxford academic 
Michael Aris, who arrived in 
Rangoon Iasi week, but said he 
was subject to the same rules as 
other family members staying at 
the opposition leader's home. 

"Since Aung San Suu Kyi 
...has been prevented by law 
from going out of her home, all 
the members of her family who 
officially reside with her are also 
banned’ from meeting with fore- 
ign embassies, political parties 
and people who have contact with 
political parties.” the radio said. 

Aung San Suu Kyi aud former 
Defence Minister Tin Oo, leaders 
of the main opposition party, the 
National League for Democracy, 
were placed under up to one 
year's house arrest by the military’ 
government last week for “en- 
dangering the state. 


it was not clear how long Aris 
intended to stay. The radio 
quoted Foreign Ministry political 
department chief Ohn Gyaw as 
saying the Briton had finished his 
business in Burma. 

“Aris had come to meet his 
family members and now that he 
has met them it must be assumed 
that the purpose of his visit has 
been fulfilled.” he said. 

The couple's two sons are also 
in the family home. 

The London-based human 
rights group Amnesty Interna- 
tional expressed concern over the 
arrest of the two party leaders 
and called for their immediate- 
release. An Amnesty statement 
issued Monday urged that “if 
they are detained for their non- 
violent political activities and be- 
liefs they be immediately and 
unconditionally released.” 

Aung San Suu Kyi. a 44-year 
old academic is the daughter of 
assassinated national independ- 
ence hero Aung San. She has 
spent most of her life abroad but 
returned to Rangoon last year to 
nuse her dying mother and be- 
came leader of an abortive upris- 
ing against decades of repressive 
rule. 

The military rulers have re- 
leased nearly 4,000 convicted cri- 
minals under a recent amnesty 
despite continuing martial law, 
the state newspaper reported 
Wednesday. 



Ruthless drug lord 
convicted in U.S. 


Aung San Suu Kyi 

Under an amnesty announced 
last Thursday, death sentences 
were commuted to life imprison- 
ment, life sentences reduced to 10 
years and other existing terms cut 
by two- thirds of the original sent- 
ence, The order said criminal 
cases still being heard would be 
dosed. 

But the amnesty applies only to 
those who committed offenses 
before Sept. 18. 1988, and does 
not apply to cases of high treason 
or breaches of martial law regula- 
tions imposed since that date. 

On Sept. 18, the military under 
Saw Maung moved to crush a 
nationwide mass movement for 
democracy, killing at least 500 
people, most of them unarmed 
protesters. Under martial law 
since then, gatherings of more 
than five people are forbidden 
and freedom of speech is greatly 
curtailed. 


NEW YORK (AP) — A drug 
dealer who introduced crack into 
some of New York’s impover- 
ished ghettos faces life in prison 
for murdering, shooting or maim- 
ing anyone who got in the way of 
his drug gang. 

Dehroy “Uzi” Edwards, a 30- 
year-old illegal alien from 
Jamaica, was convicted Tuesday 
in federal court of killing six 
people and injuring more than a 
dozen others in the operation of 
his drug empire. 

Edwards glowered at the 12 
members of the jury as the fore- 
man said “guilty” to all 42 
charges against him . 

Jurors expressed concern for 
their safety before delivering 
their verdict, so U.S. District 
Judge Raymond J. Dearie 
ordered federal marshals to 
escort them from the courthouse. 
He assured them their names 
would not be revealed. 

Edwards was convicted of parti- 
cipating in four murders in 
Brooklyn and one each in 
Washington and Baltimore to get 
rid of rival drug dealers and to 
maintain discip line in his ranks. 

The jury, after five days’ deli- 
beration, also convicted Edwards 
of r unning a continuing c riminal 
enterprise, 17 assaults and one 
maiming, as well as kidnapping 
and weapons charges. 

The murder victims included 


four of his employees, a rival 
drug dealer and an innocent bys- 
tander. The killings occurred dur- 
ing a 12-month period ending in 
December 1987. 

“I assume he’s going to appeal. 
Other than that I have no com- 
ment,” said Edwards’ court- 
appointed lawyer, David Gor- 
don. Edwards faces several life 
sentences. 

He also faces a state murder 
charge for a July 4, 1987, slaying 
in a Brooklyn discotheque. 

Edwards, who has been in jail 
ance his arrest in March 1988, 
was immediately returned to his 
cell at the Metropolitan Correc- 
tional Centre in New York City. 

During the six-week trial m 
eastern U.S. district court, assis- 
tant U.S. attorney Jonny J. Frank 
described the brutality of the 
50-member gang of Jamaican 
nationals headed by Edwards. 
The gang sold marijuana, cocaine 
and die cheap smokabte form of 
cocaine called crack in Brooklyn 
and later extended their salts to 
Washington, Philadelphia and 
Baltimore. 

In an indictment last December 
and in the prosecution's presenta- 
tion to the jury, the government 
told of a drug operation that 
brought in up to $100,000 a day. 
To Edwards' rival drug dealers 
and to employees that went 
astray, it brought mayhem. 


force. 

“The only real shadow (in 
Namibia) is the presence of 
Koevoet,” Perez de Cuellar said. 
“I am making every effort to sort 
out this very, very serious con- 
cern.” 

The OAU summit put final 
touches to resolutions calling for 
sweeping sanctions against South 
Africa. Leaders also called for a 
fresh initiative to resolve the 
long-running Libya-Chad con- 
flict. 

Both countries lay daim to 
their border strip known as 
Aouzou, widely thought to be 
rich in minerals. 

Perez de Cuellar also told a 
small group of reporters that he 
has no reliable information on the 
number of detainees being held in 
Angola by the SWAPO forces. 

Perez de Cuellar said he discus- 
sed the issue with Nujoma in 


Lusaka, Zambia, last week and 
that jt remained a concern.' 

“I think it is not only a concern 
of the South African government, 
but the population would like- to 
know the whereabouts of 2.000 . 
men,” Perez de Cuellar add. 

Appearing with Perez de Cuel- 
lar shortly before his departure 
was Legwaila Joseph Legwafla, 
Botswana's U.N. ambassador 
and the secretary general’s spe- 
cial representative for Namibia. 

Legwaila said SWAPO re- 
leased 201 detainees a few weeks 
ago and claims those were all it 
held. 

“But as the secretary general 
has said, tumours are rife in 
Namibia that there are still 2,000 
to 2,500 detainees in Angola” 
Legwaila said. “Bat so for there 
has been no concrete evidence as 
to the actual existence of de- 
tainees in Angola. 


14 Indian soldiers 
killed in Sri Lanka 


Sexcapades titillate Filipino masses , anger the mighty 


COLOMBO (AP) — Fourteen 
Indian peacekeeping soldiers 
were killed and three injured 
when Tamil rebels detonated re- 
mote-controlled explosives in 
northeastern Sri Lanka, military 
officials said Wednesday. 

The Indian soldiers were riding 
in a truck when the bombs ex- 
ploded Tuesday at Mullipotbnai, 
about 260 kilometres northeast of 
Colombo, die Sri Lankan officials 
said. 

Officials at the Indian high 
commission, the equivalent of the 
country’s embassy, said they had 
no immediate information on the 
report. 

The Sri Lankan military offi- 
cials said 17 Indian soldiers were 
in the truck when explosives 
buried in the road were deton- 
ated. The officials cannot be 
identified under briefing rules. 

- They blamed the attack on the 
major Tamil rebel group, the 
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam . 
(LTTE). 

Tamil rebels started a violent 
campaign in 1983 to carve out a 
separate homeland on Sri Lanka, 
claiming their ethnic minority was 
being discriminated against by 
the Sinhalese majority. 

Tamils form 18 per cent of the 
island's 16 million people, while 
Sinhalese make up 75 per cent 
mid dominate the government 
and military. 

Neighbouring India sent a 
peacekeeping force to Sri 1 -an Va 
nearly two years ago to disarm 
the Tamil guerrillas and oversee a 
peace accord. But the Tamil Ti- 
gers refused to surrender their 
weapons. 

President Ranasinghe Pre- 
madasa has demanded that India 
withdraw its troops by the end of 
July, but Indian officials contend 
a premature pullout would lead 
to even more violence. About 
15,000 people, including 1,000 
Indian soldiers, have been killed 
in tiie past six years of fighting 
and terrorism on the island. 

Work in almost all state and 
commercial banks and some gov- 
ernment and private offices in 
Colombo bahed Wednesday as 
workers heeded a call by the 
Workers Action Front for a 
three-day protest against the In- 
dian presence. 


The front, a shadowy group 
whose orders are issued through 
wall posters and leaflets,' orga- 
nised the transportation strike 
that crippled most of the country 
from mid-June to mid-July. 

Sri Lankan military officers say 
the Workers Action Front is link- 
ed to a Sinhalese extremist group, 
the People’s Liberation Front (JVP). 
The front, which accuses the 
government of making too many 
concessions to Tamils and fading 
to force the Indians to leave, ft 
has been accused of committing 
political assassinations to intimi- 
date Sri Iankan officials. 

Thousands of bank and office 
employees reported for duty 
Wednesday morning, but refused 
to work. Some bairns kept their 
doors open, but no transactions 
were performed. 

Some private companies 
announced a three-day holiday 
when their staffs refused to work. 

The Workers Action Front also 
called for a nationwide stoppage 
of all services except health care 
Saturday and Sunday. Sunday is 
the weekly day off in Sri Lanka, 
but the Workers Front said every- 
one should stay off the streets and 
no even listen to radio or televi- 
sion. 

The government warned Tues- 
day night that it had issued in- 
structions to the security forces to 
use force if necessary against dis- 
ruptive elements. 

Foreign Minister Ranjan Wl- 
jeratne said in a television broad- 
cast: “Certain criminal dements 
are preparing to use the issue of 
the presence of the Indian 
peacekeeping force in the country 
to subvert democracy and over- 
throw the newly elected govern- 
ment." 

The government blames 
Sinhalese extremists for 4,000 
political killings in tim past two 
years, including 3,000 since Pre- 
madasa took office as president in 
January. Most of the victims were 
Sinhalese government officials or 


Fourteen people, including 
three soldiers and two policemen, 
were killed in the jpast 24 honrs in 
the Sinhalese heartland of son th- 
em and central Sri Lanka; offi-' 
dais said. They blamed the JVP 
fox all the deaths. 


Hong Kong police 
deny brutality charge 


HONG KONG (R) — Hong 
Kong police denied Wednesday 
reports that officers had beaten 
women, children and old people 
at a camp for Vietnamese boat 
people. The government prom- 
ised a full investigation. 

The office of the United Na- 
tions High Commissioner for Re- 
fugees (UNHCR) said it had evi- 
dence police lashed out with 
batons at Vietnamese boat peo- 
ple in Sek Kong camp Sunday as 
they received aid packages over a 
baited wire fence from friends. 

Area police commander 
Richard Smallshore denied that a 
considerable number of people 
had been injured or that police 
had beaten women, children and 
the elderly. 

“There zs no truth in that what- 
soever. It has not come to onr 
attention,'* he told government- 
run Hong Kong Radio. 

He said only four people bad- 
been injured, and three of those 
were what he described as minor 
acadental injuries. 

. UNHCR officials reiterated 
Wednesday that a substantial 
number of people had been in- 
jured. 

“The doctor and our field offic- 
er are still seeing people and the 
report will be ready later today,” 
an official said. 

One man died during the inci- 
dent Police sources said a post 
mortem revealed death. was not 
from natural causes, though he 
had been 21 before. 

Government refugee coordina- 
tor Mike Hanson promised an 
investigation of the whole affair. - 

“We take this .very, seriously 
indeed.. One man. died and a 
(police) investigation into- that 


incident is going on now. As soon 
as we have the UNHCR report 
we shall investigate it very thor- 
oughly,”, he said. 

An initial police report on the 
incident issued Monday said 
stone-throwing Vietnamese 
attacked a police command post 
at the camp, which houses 7,200 
boat people in maskeshift tented 
accommodation cm a military air- 
field. 

The UNHCR report, con- 
firmed by other refugee aid work- 
ers, said police used batons in 
their attempt to break up a crowd 
standing near a fence to catch aid 



The aid packages, containing 
toothbrushes and toiletries, were 
being thrown over by refugees 
from open catnips, who have free- 
dom of movement within Hong 
Kong. 

Hanson said there was con- 
siderable tension within the col- 
ony's camps,- caused by over- 
crowding as the government 
straggled to accommodate nearly 
30,000 arrivals this year. 

There are some 50,125 Viet-; 
namese boat people in Hong 
Kong, of whom 36,000 arrived 
after the - government introduced 
screening last year and- 'began 
treating arrivals as illegal immig- 
rants, to be held pending repat- 
riation unless they could prove 
they were genuine refugees. - - 

Britain and Hanoi are . holding 
talks bn forced repatriation - for 
those “screened oat despite a 
UNHCR-sponsored voluntary re- 
patiration programme. 

Vietnamese government offi- 
cials left Hong Kong Tuesday 
evening after issuing travel docu- 
. meats to : 78, boat people.. / . 


Harrison knighted 

LONDON ER) — Actor Rex 
Harrison was knighted by Queen 
Elizabeth Tuesday at Bucking- 
ham Palace. :a$- &- royal guards 
bemd played tuhes from “My Fair 
Lady” in tribute to his most 
memorable stage and screen rote. 
The 81 -year-old actox was dub- 
bed Sir’.feegksaM, his real name, 
but will be known as Sr Rex. In' 
an fateiview Janet \as knighthood 
was announced- last 7 

six-times married Harrison 
joked: “I haven’t been given One. 
before ~ now -became 1 : haven*! 
behaved myself. ” : 

Model named 
Blade America “f - 

INWANAPOUS (AP)~ Pwfla 
Gwyrar, a 1 88-metre television 
producer and profcsribnah model 
from Washington, D.C., is the, 
new Miss Blade America. Miss 
Gwynn, 22, was selected from, 
among .46 contestants represent- 
ing 37 states m the 21st annual - 
pageant. Elaine Joyner, 28, Col- 
ombia, North Carolina, was. 
second; Racquet Eatmon, 19, 
Mansfield, Ohio, was third; and 
T iffany Williams, 20, Abbevilfe; 
Louisiana, ‘ was fourth. Tticr 
pageant, held in conjunction with I 
the annnai Indiana Black Expo; 
involved judging a swimsuit," pub- 
lic speaking and talent compdfi- " 
tions. 

City council breaks 
up over rubbish. : ;V 

VENICE (R) — Venice-.-aV 
council has broken up iu disarray 
in a row over a concert try British 
rock group Pink Floyd, after 
which the lagoon dty awoke to 
find its streets -.and squares 
choked with rubbish. Six socialist, 
councillors have resigned, de- 
nying tire governing coalition a 
working majority. The socialists 
want Venice to stage a six-month- 
long event — called Expo 2000— 
but a majority of the coaodL 
op poses the idea following fire 
Pink Floyd debacle. Councillors 
came under heavy fire for permit- 
ting the free concert July 15 
without providing anywhere for . 
more than 150,000 fans to sleep, 
eatorgo to the toilet. The follow- 
ing morning St. Mark’s Square, a 
noted tourist attraction, was 
buried under tons of rubbish. 

No ‘big names’ in 
U.S. sex probe 

WASHINGTON (AP) — Feder- 
al investigators have said they 
have uncovered no evidence that 
high-ranking government officials 
used a homosexual prostitution 
ring or that other patrons -have 
been blackmailed by the escort 
service. "It was a credit card case, 
in the beginning, and it still is,” 
said one law enforcement source 
who spoke only on condition of 
anonymity. “There has been no 
indication yet of blackmail, 
espionage, or big names in this.” 
The Secret Service, which con- 
ducted raids cm a posh northwest' 
Washington home in February, 
and May as part of a probe into 
the string of escort services, is 
involved in the case because of its 
traditional jurisdiction over credit 
card fraud, said spokesman 
Robert Snow. The Secret Service 
also is conducting a separate, 
internal investigation of two uni- 
formed officers accused of allow- 
ing lobbyist Craig Spence to take 
several prostitutes on late-night 
White House tours. One officer 
has admitted acceping an expen- 
sive watch from Spence and giv- 
ing him a piece of Truman China. 
Paul Baiach, a personnel officer 
in Labour Secretary Elizabeth 
Dole’s office, resigned after the 
Washington Times reported that 
credit -card .receipts bearing his 
name had been found by investi- 
gators. U.S. attorney Jay B. 
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